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PRELUDE - SCYLD SCEFING

The poet recalls the glory of the Spear-Danes’ kings in days of old. Scyld Scefing,
Jound as a destitute child, grows to terrify his neighbors and make every people
across the whale-road pay bim tribute. God sends bim a son, Beowulf; whose
fame spreads widely. When Scyld dies, bis men lay bim in a ship heaped with
treasure and weapons, set a golden banner over him, and give him to the sea;
no one can say who received that cargo.

Hwzt, wé Gar-Dena in geardagum,
Lo, we  of-Spear-Danes in yore-days,

péodcyninga prym gefranon,

of-people-kings glory  have-heard-of,
ha 02 =xpelingas ellen fremedon!
how  the princes courage  performed!

Oft Scyld Scéfing sceapena préatum,

Often  Scyld Scefing of~foes from-troops,
monegum m&gpum meodosetla oftéah,
from-many tribes of-mead-seats  deprived,
egsode eorl[as], sy0dan &rest weard
terrified warriors, since first  (he)-was

feasceaft funden; hé paxs frofre gebad,

destitute found; he  for-that  comfort  lived-to-see,
weox under wolcnum weordmyndum  pah,
grew under skies in-honors prospered,

00 pxzt him =zghwylc ymbsittendra

until  that  to-him each of-neighbors
ofer hronrade hyran scolde,
over whale-road obey had-to,

gomban gyldan; pxt wxs god cyning!

tribute pay; that  was  good king!
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20

25

Dxm eafera wzxs

To-him beir was

geong in geardum,

young in courts,
folce to frofre;
to-the-people  for ~ comfort;

pe

which

hie #r drugon
they  before

endured
lange hwile; him

long while; to-him

wuldres Wealdend
of~glory Ruler

Beéowulf wzs bréme
Beowulf

was  famous

Scyldes eafera
of-Scyld

beir

Swa sceal (geong gluma

So shall young
fromum feohgiftum
with-splendid ~ wealth-gifis
pxt hine on ylde
that bhim  in  age
wilgesipas,
willing-companions,
leode gel®sten;
people

in m&gpa gehw&re

may-serve;

afterward

man

when

by-praise-deeds

BEOWULF
xfter cenned

born

pone God sende
God

whom sent

fyrendearfe ongeat,

dire-distress perceived,

aldor(l€)ase
lordless
pzs Liffred,
for-that  Life-Lord,
woroldare forgeaf;
world-bonor  gave;
— bled wide sprang—
renown

widely sprang

Scedelandum in.
Scede-lands in.

gode gewyrcean,

with-good  bring-about,
on fader (bea)rme,
in  of-father

bosom,

eft  gewunigen

afterward  may-stand-by

ponne wig cume,

war comes,

lofd®dum sceal

shall

man gepedn.

in  of-tribes each man prosper.
Him &a Scyld gewat to gescxphwile
Himself then — Scyld  departed at fated-hour



BEOWULF

felahror  féran on Fréan wzre;
very-vigorous  journeying into  of-Lord  keeping;

hi hyne pa «tbZron tdo brimes farode,
they  him  then bore o of-sea current,
sw&se gesipas, swi hé selfa bzd,

dear companions, as  he himself asked,
penden wordum wéold wine Scyldinga —
while with-words ~ ruled friend of-Scyldings
léof landfruma lange ahte.

dear land-prince long  possessed.

b&r «xt hyde stod hringedstefna

There at  harbor  stood ring-prowed-(ship)

isig ond  atfus, xpelinges far;

icy and  eager-to-set-out, of-the-prince  vessel;

aledon pa léofne péoden,

laid-down  then beloved prince,

béaga bryttan on bearm scipes,

of-rings giver into  bosom of~ship,

m&rne be meste. bxr wzs midma fela
the-famous-one by mast. There  was  of-treasures many
of feorwegum fretwa  gelzded;

from far-ways of-ornaments  brought;

ne hyrde ic cymlicor céol gegyrwan

not  beard I more-splendidly ke (be)-equipped
hildewZpnum ond headow®dum,
with-battle-weapons and  with-war-garments,

billum ond byrnum; him on bearme leg
with-swords — and  with-mail-coats; to-him on bosom lay
midma menigo, pa him mid scoldon
of-treasures  multitude, which  bhim  with bad-to



BEOWULF

on flodes Zht feor gewitan.
into  of-flood  possession far travel.
Nales hi hine I®ssan licum téodan,
Not-at-all they — him  with-lesser gifts provided,
peodgestréonum, pon pa dydon,
with-people-treasures, than  those did,
pé hine =zt frumsceafte ford onsendon
who  him  at beginning forth sent
Znne ofer jde umborwesende.
alone over  wave being-a-child.

ba gyt hie him asetton segen g(yl)denne

Then  yet  they for-him  set-up banner golden
héah ofer heafod, leton holm beran,

high over bead, let sea bear,

géafon on garsecg; him w=xs geomor sefa,
gave to ocean; to-them  was sad mind,
murnende mod. Men ne cunnon

mourning heart. Men  not  know-how

secgan to sode, selerzdende,

to-say for  truth, ball-counselors,

hzled under heofenum, hwa pzm hleste onféng.
beroes under beavens, who that cargo

10



I+ HEOROT

Beowulf the Scylding rules after his father, and Beowulf’s son Healfdene has
Jour children, among them Hrothgar. Success in war draws a great following to
Hrothgar, and be resolves to build a mead-hall greater than any men bave beard
of Heorot rises, high and horn-gabled, though fire and a feud between in-laws still
wait for it. A bold spirit in the darkness endures hearing the joy in the ball each
day, where a poet sings of the Creation. He is Grendel, a baunter of the moors
and one of the kin of Cain, whom God banished for slaying Abel. From Cain
sprang giants, elves, and evil spirits, who strove against God and were repaid.

ba was on burgum Béowulf Scyldinga,

Then —was  in  strongholds Beowulf of-Scyldings,
leéof leéodcyning longe prage

dear people-king long time

folcum gefrzge — fxder ellor hwearf, 55
to-peoples  famous father elsewbere  bad-turned,

aldor of earde—, op pxt him eft onwodc

prince  from  homeland, until  that  to-him afterward  arose

héah Healfdene; héold penden lifde

bigh  Healfdenc; ruled  while  (he)-lived

gamol ond gudréouw glede Scyldingas.

old and  battlefierce gracious Seyldings.

Dzm féower bearn fordgerimed

To-him four children one-after-another

in worold wocun, weoroda r&swa[n], 60
into  world arose, to-the-leader of-hosts,

Heorogar ond Hrodgar ond Halga til,

Heorogar and Hrothgar and  Halga  good,
hyrde ic pazt [*** wzs Onlelan cweén,
heard I that (lacuna) was of-Onela queen,

11
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Heado-Scilfingas healsgebedda.
of~the-Battle-Scylfing neck-bedfellow.

ba waxs Hrodgare herespéd gyfen,

Then — was to-Hrothgar war-success given,
wiges weordmynd, pxt him his winemagas
of-battle honor, that  to-him  his  friend-kinsmen
georne hyrdon, 000 pzxt séo geogod geweéox,
eagerly obeyed, until ~ thar  the youths grew,
magodriht micel. Him on mod bearn,
young-retinue great. To-him into  mind ran,
pxt healreced hatan wolde,
that  ball-building command  would,
medozrn micel men gewyrcean
mead-hall grear men build (lacuna)
pon[n]e yldo bearn zfre gefrinon,
than of-men  children ever heard-of;
ond pZr on innan eall ged®lan
and  there in  within all  distribute

geongum ond ealdum, swyle him God sealde,

to-young and to-old, such  to-him  God gave,
baton folcscare ond feorum gumena.

except common-land and lives of-men.

bi ic wide gefregn weorc gebannan

Then I widely heard work (be)-ordered
manigre m&gpe geond pisne middangeard,
to-many tribe throughout ~ this middle-earth,
folcstede freetwan. Him on fyrste gelomp
folk-place adorn. To-him in time befell
®dre mid yldum, pxt hit weard ealgearo,
quickly among ~ men, that it was all-ready,

12



BEOWULF

healerna  m&st; scop him Heort naman
of-ball-buildings ~ greatest; shaped  for-it  Heorot name
sé pe his wordes geweald wide hzfde.
be who ofbis word  power widely  had.
Heé béot ne aléeh, beagas dzlde, 80
He vow not belied, rings dealt,
sinc  «t symle. Sele hlifade
treasure ar  feast. Hall  towered
héah ond hornggap; headowylma bad,
high and  horn-gabled; of-war-surges awaited,
ladan liges; ne wxs hit lenge pa gen,
of-hateful  fire; not  was it far-off then  yer,
pxt se ecghete dpumsweéoran
that  the sword-batred for-in-laws
zfter walnide wazcenan  scolde. 85
after slaughter-malice awaken should.
bi se elleng®st earfodlice
Then the  bold-spirit grievously
prage gepolode, s€ pe in pystrum bad,
time endured, be who in darkness  waited,
paxt hé dogora gehwam dréam gehyrde
that  he  of-days on-each revelry beard
hladne in healle; pZr waxs hearpan sweg,
loud in hall; there  was of-harp sound,
swutol sang scopes. Sxgde sé pe cupe 90
clear song of-poet. Said he who knew-how
frumsceaft fira feorran reccan,
origin of-men from-afar  recount,

cwxd pxt se Almihtiga

said thar  the Almighty

eordan worh(te),

earth wrought,

13



BEOWULF

wlitebeorhtne wang, swi water bebuged,
beauty-bright plain, as water surrounds,
gesette sigehrépig sunnan ond moénan
set victory-exultant sun and moon
leoman to léohte landbaendum,

lights for light for-land-duwellers,

ond gefretwade foldan scéatas

and adorned of-earth  regions

leomum ond léafum, lif €ac gesceop
with-limbs ~ and  with-leaves, life  also created

cynna gehwylcum para de cwice hwyrfap. —

of-kinds for-each of-those that  alive move.
Swa 0a drihtguman dréamum lifdon,
So then retinue-men in-joys lived,
eadiglice, 00 Ozt an ongan

blessedly, until  that one  began

fyrene fre(m)man feond on helle;
crimes to-perform fiend in bell;

waxs se grimma g&st Grendel haten,
was the grim spirit Grendel called,
m&re mearcstapa, s€ pe moras héold,
notorious  border-stalker, bhe who  moors beld,
fen ond fasten; fifelcynnes  eard

fen  and  fastness; of-monster-race  homeland
wonsZli wer weardode hwile,

unblessed man inhabited  for-a-while,

sipdan him Scyppend forscrifen hefde

since bhim Creator condemned bad
in  Ciines cynne — pone cwealm gewrxc
among  of-Cain kin that killing avenged

14



BEOWULF

gce  Drihten, pzs pe hé Abel slog;

eternal Lord, because that he  Abel slew;

ne gefeah hé pzre fxhde, ac hé hine feor forwrzc,
not  rejoiced  he in-that  feud, but he  him  far  banished,
Metod for py mine mancynne fram.

Ordainer ~ for  that  crime mankind Sfrom.

Panon untydras ealle onwocon,

Thence evil-broods all arose,

eotenas ond ylfe ond orcnéas,

giants and  elves and  evil-spirits,

swylce gigantas, pa wid Gode wunnon

likewise giants, who against  God strove

lange prage; hé him 0zs lean forgeald.

long time; be  them  for-that reward repaid.

II - GRENDEL

Grendel comes by night to Heorot, finds the Danes asleep after their feast, and
carries off thirty thanes. The next night be kills again, and for twelve winters
the best of halls stands empty while e wages bis feud and accepts no settlement.
In despair the Danes vow offerings at heathen shrines, for they do not know God.
The poet cries woe to the one who must thrust bis soul into the fire, and blessing
on the one who may seek the Lord after death.

Gewat 0a néosian, sypdan niht becom,
(He)-went then  to-visit, after night came,
héan hauses, ha hit Hring-Dene

of-high  house, how it Ring-Danes

xfter béorpege gebun hefdon.

after  beer-drinking occupied had.

15
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130

Fand pa 0%r inne

Found  then there inside

swefan after symble;

sleeping after

wonsceaft wera.

feast;

misery of-men.

grim ond gr&dig,

and

BEOWULF

xpelinga gedriht
ofprinces  band
sorge ne cadon,
knew,

Sorrow not

Wiht unhzlo,
of-evil,

Creature

gearo sOna Wws,

grim greedy, ready  at-once  was,
réoc ond répe, ond on r&ste genam
savage and  flerce, and  in rest seized
pritig pegna; panon eft gewat

thirty of-thanes; thence  back  went

hade hrémig to ham faran,
with-plunder  exulting to  home  going,

mid pzre welfylle
with the  slaughter-fill
Da wzs on dhtan
Then

was  in dawn

Grendles gudcraft
ofGrendel war-craft
pa was =xfter wiste

after  feast

micel morgensweg,

then  was

great morning-sound.
xpeling ®rgod,

prince long-good,
polode Orydswyd
suffered
syOpan hie paxs
after

mighty-strong

they

ladan
of-the hateful-one

wica n€osan.
dwellings ~ to-seek.
mid Zrdzge

at early-day
gumum undyrne;
to-men

unhidden;

wop up ahafen,

weeping  up raised,
Mgzre péoden,
Famous  prince,

unblide sxt,

Joyless sat,
pegnsorge dréah,
thane-sorrow  endured,

track saw,

16
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wergan gastes;

BEOWULF

was pxt gewin tO strang,

of-cursed spirit; was  that strife too  stromg,

1ad ond longsum! Nazs hit lengra fyrst,

hateful —and  long-lasting! Not-was it longer  interval,

ac ymb ane niht eft gefremede 135
but  after  one  night again  committed

mordbeala maire, ond no mearn fore,

murder-evil more, and  not mourned  for-it,

fzhde ond fyrene; was t0 fxst on pam.

feud and crime; was  too fixed in  those.

bPi was e€adfynde pé him elles hwar

Then — was  easy-to-find who  for-himself  else where

geramlicor r@ste [sohte],

more-roomily rest sought,

bed zfter birum, 02 him gebéacnod wes, 140
bed  among  chambers, when  to-him shown was,

gesegd sodlice sweotolan ticne

told truly by-clear token

healdegnes hete; héold hyne sydpan

of-hall-thane batred; kept  himself  afterward

fyr ond fastor s€ p&m feonde mtwand.

further —and  faster he-who ~ from-the  fiend escaped.

Swa rixode ond wid rihte wan,

So ruled and  against  right  strove,

ana wid eallum, 00 bzt idel stod 145
alone  against all, until  that  empry  stood

hasa  sélest. Was séo hwil micel;

of-houses  best. Was — the  time long;

twelf wintra tid

twelve  of-winters  time

torn gepolode

grief suffered

17
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wine Scyldinga, weana gehwelcne,
friend  of-Scyldings, of-woes each,

sidra sorga; fordam [secgum] weard,
of-great  sorrows; therefore to-men became,
ylda bearnum undyrne cad

of-men  to-children unbidden  known

gyddum gedmore, pxtte Grendel wan
in-songs sadly, that Grendel  strove
hwile ~ wi0 Hropgar, hetenidas wag,
for-a-while against  Hrothgar, hate-malice  waged,
fyrene ond fzhde fela misséra,

crime and feud many  of-half-years,
singale sxce; sibbe ne wolde

continual  strife; peace  not  wished

wid manna hwone magenes Deniga,
with of-men any of-force of-Danes,
feorhbealo feorran, fea  pingian,
life-bale remove, with-money settle,

né p&r n&nig witena wénan porfte
nor  there any  of-counselors expect  needed
beorhtre  bote to banan folmum;
bright compensation from  ofslayer bands;
(ac se) Zgl®ca éhtende wzs,

but  the  monster pursuing was,

deorc déapscua, dugupe ond geogope,
dark death-shadow, veterans  and youths,
seomade ond syrede; sinnihte heéold
lurked and  ambushed; endless-night ~ beld

mistige moras; men ne cunnon,

misty moors; men  not know,

18



hwyder helranan

whither hell-whisperers
Swa fela fyrena
So many  of-crimes

ato]l  angengea
terrible  lone-goer often

heardra  hynda;

BEOWULF

hwyrftum scripad.
in-circlings glide.
feond mancynnes,
fiend  of-mankind,

oft gefremede,

committed,

Heorot eardode,

of-hard bumiliations; Heorot inhabited,
sincfage sel sweartum nihtum; —
treasure-adorned  hall in-dark nights;

n6 hé pone gifstol
not  he the  gift-throne
mipdum for Metode,
treasure before  Ordainer,
bzt wxs wrec micel
Tbat was misery grerzt

modes brecda.

of-heart  breaking. Many

rice t0 rune;

powerful in  council; plan

hwzt swidferhdum
what for-strong-hearted
wid  f&Ergryrum
against  sudden-terrors to
Hwilum hie gehéton

At-times they vowed

wigweorpunga,

gretan moste,

approach  might,

né his myne wisse. —
nor  his love knew.
wine Scyldinga,
to-friend  of-Scyldings,

Monig oft gesat

often sat

r&d eahtedon,

considered,

sélest wZre

best  would-be

to gefremmanne.

do.

xt hargtrafum

at idol-temples

wordum bzdon,

idol-worships, with-words  prayed,

pxt him gastbona

that  for-them  soul-slayer

géoce gefremede

belp would-provide

19

165

170

175



180

wid  peodpréaum.

against  people-calamities.
hzpenra hyht;

ofheathens  hope;
in modsefan,
in mind-spirit,

dzda Deémend,
of-deeds Judge,

né hie haru heofena Helm

BEOWULF

Swylc wzs peaw hyra,

Such was  custom  of-theirs,

helle gemundon
bell

remembered

Metod hie ne capon,

Ordainer not  knew,

they

ne wiston hie Drihten God,

not  knew  they Lord God,

herian ne capon,

nor they indeed  of-heavens  Protector praise  —  knew-how,
wuldres Waldend. Wi bid pEm de sceal
of~glory Ruler. Woe is  to-him who  must
purh slidne nid sawle bescufan

through  cruel  malice soul thrust

in fyres fxpm, frofre ne wenan,

into  of-fire  embrace, comfort mot  expect,

wihte gewendan! Wel bid pZm pe mot

at-all change! Well s to-him who may

zfter deaddzge
after death-day

ond t0 Fader fxpmum

and  in  of-Father

embrace

Drihten sécean
Lord

S@@k
freodo wilnian!

protection desire!

20



III - THE VOYAGE TO DENMARK

Hrothgar broods on bis sorrow, and for all bis wisdom be cannot end it. Among
the Geats, Hygelac’s thane, the strongest man alive, hears of Grendel and has a
ship made ready to seek the Danish king. He chooses fourteen companions, and
by the second day the foamy-necked ship sights the Danish cliffs. The coast-guard
rides down to the shore and demands to know who these armed strangers are, and

where they come from, before they go any farther.

Swa 0a mzlceare maga Healfdenes

So then  time-sorrow son of-Healfdene

singala séad; ne mihte snotor hzled

continually  seethed; not  could wise hero

wéan onwendan; waxs pxt gewin to swyo,
woe avert; was  that strife too  strong,
lap ond longsum, pé on 8a léode becom,
hateful —and  long-lasting, which upon the  people came,
nydwracu nipgrim, nihtbealwa m#®st.
dire-persecution  cruel-with-malice, of-night-evils  greatest.

bzt fram ham gefragn Higelaces pegn
Thar  from  home heard-of of-Hygelac thane

god mid Geatum, Grendles dzda;

good  among Geats, of-Grendel  deeds;

S€ wxs mOnCynneS ma?genes Strengest

he  was of-mankind of-might strongest

on pZm dxge pysses lifes,

on that day of-this life,

xpele ond eacen. Het him  ydlidan
noble and  mighty. Commanded ~ for-himself wave-traveler

godne gegyrwan; cwxd, hé gudcyning

good to-prepare; said, bhe war-king
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205

210

ofer swanrade

over swan-road

mZrne péoden,
famous prince,

Done sidfzt him
him

That Jjourney

lythwon logon,

BEOWULF

sécean wolde,

seek would,

pa him waxs manna pearf.

since to-him  was of-men need.

snotere ceorlas
wise

men

péah hé him leof wzre;

very-little blamed, though ~ he  to-them dear — were;
hwetton  hige(r)ofne, hzl sceéawedon.
urged the-brave-minded-one, omen observed.
Hefde se goda Géata leoda

Had the  good-one of-Geats  of-people

cempan gecorone para pe hé cénoste

champions chosen
findan mihte;
find

sundwudu sohte,

could;

sea-wood sought,

lagucraftig mon
sea-skilled

Fyrst ford gewat;
forth

Time went;

bat under beorge.
cliff.

boar  under

on stefn stigon, —

onto  prow climbed,
sund wid sande;
sea against  sand;

on bearm nacan

into  bosom  of-vessel

of-those whom  he boldest
fiftyna sum
offifteen

secg wisade,

one
man  pointed-out,
landgemyrcu.
land-boundaries.

flota wxs on yOum,

ship was  on  waves,

Beornas gearwe
Warriors ready

stréamas wundon,

currents eddied,

secgas bZron

men bore
beorhte fretwe,

ornaments,

bright
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gudsearo geatolic; guman ut scufon, 215
war-gear splendid; men out  pushed,

weras on wilsid wudu bundenne.

men  on longed-for-journey wood bound.

Gewat pa ofer wzgholm winde gefysed

Went then  over wave-sea by-wind driven

flota famiheals fugle gelicost,

ship  foamy-necked to-bird likest,

00 bzt ymb antid opres dogores

until  that at  due-time of-second day

wundenstefna gewaden hefde, 220
curved-prow traveled bad,

pxt 0a lidende land gesawon,

that  the  seafarers land saw,

brimclifu blican, beorgas stéape,

sea~cliffs shine, bills steep,

side s®nxssas; pa was sund liden,

broad  headlands; then  was sea crossed,

eoletes =t ende. Panon up hrade

of-voyage  ar end. Thence — up  quickly

Wedera léode on wang stigon, 225
of-Weders  people onto  plain climbed,

szwudu szldon, —

sea-wood
gudgewzdo;
war-garments;
pxs  pe
for-that  that  to-them
Pa
Then  from

him

wall

moored,

of wealle geseah

syrcan hrysedon,

mail-shirts rattled,

Gode pancedon

God thanked
yplade €ade wurdon.
wave-ways easy were.

weard Scildinga,

saw guard  of-Scyldings,
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s€¢ pe holmdlifu
he  who sea~cliffs
beran ofer bolcan

carry over

gﬂ ng wﬂ_y

fyrdsearu fuslicu;
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healdan scolde,
guard bad-to,

beorhte randas,
bright shields

hine fyrwyt brac

army-gear ready; him  curiosity  pressed
modgehygdum, hwzt pa men wzron.
in-heart-thoughts, what  those  men were.
Gewat him pa t0 warode wicge ridan
Went himself  then shore on-horse  riding

pegn Hrodgares,

thane of-Hrothgar;

mazgenwudu mundum,

mighty-wood

‘Hwzt syndon ge

‘What are

you
byrnum  werede,
with-mail-coats  protected,

ofer lagustr@te

over sea-street

hider ofer holmas?

bither over seas?

endes®ta,

coast-guard,

pé on land Dena

that into land
mid scipherge
with

No
Not

ship-army
hér cadlicor

here  more-openly

in-hands,

sea-watch

of-Danes

prymmum cwehte
mightily shook

mepelwordum fragn:

asked:

with-formal-words

searohzbbendra,
of-armor-bearers,

pé pus brontne céol

who  thus steep keel

l#dan cwomon,
to-bring came,
[Hwzt, ic hwi]le was

Lo, I for-a-while  was

zgwearde heéold,

kept,
ladra

of-hostile-ones

nZnig

none

scedpan ne meahte.

barm — could.
cuman Ongunnon

to-come undertook
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lindhabbende, né gé leafnesword

shield-bearers, nor you  permission-word
gudfremmendra gearwe ne wisson,
of-war-makers surely — knew,

miga  gemédu. Nefre ic maran geseah
of-kinsmen  consent. Never I greater saw
eorla  ofer eorpan, donne is €ower sum,
of-warriors  on earth, than is  of-you one,
secg on searwum; nis pxt seldguma,

man in armor; not-is  that ball-man,
wxpnum geweordad, nxzfne him his wlite léoge,
with-weapons adorned, unless him  bis  appearance  belie,
Znlic ansyn. Nu ic éower sceal

peerless look. Now I your must

frumcyn witan, ®r gé fyr heonan
lineage know, before  you  further bence
leasscéaweras on land Dena

false-spies into  land  of-Danes

furpur féran. Na gé feorbuend,

further travel. Now you  far-dwellers,

merelidende, min[n]e gehyrad

seafarers, my bear

anfealdne gepoht: ofost is sélest

simple thought: haste  is  best

t0 gecydanne, hwanan €owre cyme syndon’
to make-known, whence your  comings are.
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IIIT - THE COAST-GUARD

The leader of the band unlocks bis word-hoard: they are Geats, Hygelac’s bearth-
companions, and his father was the famous Ecgtheow. They bave come in loyalty
to Hrothgar, to counsel him how the secret foe who haunts Heorot may be overcome.
The coast-guard judges them a friendly troop, sets bis men to guard their newly
tarred ship, and leads them on. The boar-crested warriors march until they see
the gold-adorned hall, and the guard points the way and rides back to bis watch.

Him se yldesta andswarode,

Him the eldest answered,

werodes wisa, wordhord onléac:

of-troop leader word-hoard ~ unlocked:
260 “We synt gumcynnes Geéata leode

‘We are of-race of-Gears  people

ond Higelaces heordgenéatas.

and of-Hygelac bearth-companions.

Waxs min fader folcum gecyped,

Was my  father to-peaples known,

xpele ordfruma, Ecgpéow haten;

noble leader, Ecgtheow called;

gebad  wintra worn, Zr hé on weg hwurfe,

lived-to-see  of-winters number, before  he on  way passed,
265 gamol of geardum; hine gearwe geman

old from  dwellings; bim readily ~ remembers

witena  weélhwylc wide geond eorpan.

of-wise-men  nearly-every widely  throughour  earth.

We purh holdne hige hlaford pinne,

We  through  loyal mind lord thy,

sunu Healfdenes sécean cwomon,

son of-Healfdene to-seek came,
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leodgebyrgean; wes pa us larena god!

people-protector; be  thou to-us of-counsels  good!

Habbad wé t6 pZm m&Zran micel Zrende 270
Have we  to the  famous-one great errand

Deniga fréan; ne sceal pZr dyrne sum

of-Danes lord; not  shall  there  secret any

wesan, pas ic wéne. ba wast, gif hit is

be, ofthar I expect. Thou knowest, if it s

swa weé soplice secgan hyrdon,

as we truly say heard,

pxt mid Scyldingum sceadona ic nat  hwylc,

that  among Scyldings of-foes I know-not  which,

déogol dzdhata deorcum nihtum 275
secret deed-hater in-dark nights

éawed purh egsan unciadne nid,

shows through  terror unknown  malice,

hyndu ond hrafyl. Ic paxs Hrodgar mag

bumiliation — and  corpse-fall. I for-this  Hrothgar can
purh ramne sefan r&d gel®ran,
through ~ generous  mind counsel teach,

ha he frod ond god feond oferswydep —

how he wise and  good fiend will-overpower

gyf him edwenden Zfre scolde 280
if  for-him reversal ever  should

bealuwa bisigu bot eft cuman—,

of-evils of-affliction remedy  again come,

ond pa cearwylmas colran wurdap;

and  those care-surges cooler become;

0o00e 4 sypdan earfodprage,

or ever  afterward bardship-time,
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préanyd  polad,
affliction-need ~ be-suffers,
on héahstede

in high-place

Weard mapelode,

Guard spoke,
ombeht unforht:
officer unafraid:

scearp scyldwiga

shield-warrior

sharp
worda ond worca,
of-words

and  of-works,

Ic pxt gehyre,

I that bear,

fréan Scyldinga.

to-lord  of-Scyldings.

wzpen ond gewzdu,

weapons and

swylce ic magupegnas

likewise I

wid feonda gehwone

against  of-foes
niwtyrwydne
newly-tarred
arum

healdan,

with-honor  to-guard,
ofer lagustréamas

over sea-currents

wudu wundenhals

wood curved-necked

garments,

_young—tbane:

each

ship on

BEOWULF

penden pZr wunad

while there  remains
hiisa sélest”
of-houses best.”
O0%r on wicge sxt,
where  on horse  (he)-sat,

‘Eghwzpres sceal
‘Of-each must

gescad witan,

distinction  know,

s€ pe wel penced.
he  who thinks.
pxt pis is hold weorod

well

that  this is  loyal troop
Gewitap ford beran
Go forth  to-bear

ic éow wisige;

I you will-guide;
mine  hate
my will-command

flotan eowerne,

vessel your,

nacan on sande

sand

op Ozt eft byred

until  that again  bears
leofne mannan

dear man

to Wedermearce,

to Weder-land,
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godfremmendra swylcum gifepe bid,

of-good-doers to-such granted i,

pxt pone hilderzs hal gediged.

that the battle-rush whole  survives.
Gewiton him pa feran, — flota stille bad,
Went themselves  then  to-travel, ship still  waited,

seomode on sile sidfepmed scip,

rode at  rope broad-bosomed  ship,

on ancre fest. Eoforlic scionon

at  anchor  fast. Boar-figures shone

ofer hleorber[glan gehroden  golde,

over cheek-guards adorned with-gold,

fah ond fyrheard, — ferhwearde heéold

gleaming  and  fire-hardened, life-guard kept
gipmodgum men. Guman onetton,

for-war-minded men. Men bastened,

sigon xtsomne, op pxt hy [s]xl timbred

moved together, until  thatr  they  ball timbered
geatolic ond goldfih ongyton mihton;

splendid and  gold-adorned perceive could;

paxt wxs forem&rost foldbaendum

that  was most-famous to-earth-dwellers

receda under roderum, on pZm se rica bad;
of-buildings  under heavens, in  which the mighty-one dwelt;
lixte se leoma ofer landa fela.

shone  the  light over  of-lands  many.

Him pa hildedéor [h]of modigra

Them  then  battle-brave-one court  of-proud-ones

torht getzhte, pat hie him to mihton

bright showed, thar  they it to might
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gegnum gangan; gudbeorna sum
straight 20 of-war-warriors  one
wicg gewende, word after cwad:
horse turned, word after spoke:
‘Mzl is mé to féran; Feder alwalda
‘Time  is for-me to  travel; Father  all-ruling
mid arstafum eowic gehealde
with favors you may-keep
sida gesunde! Ic o sz wille,
of-journeys safe! I to sea  will
wid wrad werod wearde healdan’
against  hostile troop watch keep.”

V - WULFGAR

The Geats march up the stone-paved street in ringing mail, stack their shields
against the wall of Heorot, and sit down on the benches. Wulfgar, Hrothgar’s
herald, asks where such proud strangers come from, and guesses that daring, not
exile, has brought them. Beowulf names himself as Hygelac’s table-companion and
asks leave to tell bis errand to the king. Wulfgar carries the request to Hrothgar
and urges bim not to refuse men who seem so worthy, above all their chief

Str®t waxs stanfah, stig wisode

Street was  stone-paved, path  guided

gumum xtgzdere. Gudbyrne scin

the-men together. War-mail ~ shone

heard hondlocen, hringiren scir

bard band-locked, ring-iron  bright

song in searwum, pa hie t sele furdum
sang in armor, when  they to  hall Jjust
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gangan Cwomon.

in their terror-gear going came.

Setton sZmépe side scyldas, 325
Set sea-weary broad  shields,

rondas regnhearde wid pas recedes weal;

shields wondrously-hard against  of-the  building wall;

bugon pa to bence, — byrnan hringdon,

turned then to bench, mail-coats rang,

gudsearo gumena; garas stodon,

war-gear of-men; spears stood,

s®¥manna Searo samod wtgzdere,

of-seamen gear all together,

@scholt ufan grzg; wxs se irenpréat 330
ash-wood ~ above  gray; was  the  iron-troop

wZpnum gewurpad. Pa d%r wlonc hzled

with-weapons honored. Then  there  proud hero

oretmecgas xfter xpelum fragn:

combat-men about lineage asked:

‘Hwanon ferigead gg fztte scyldas,

Whence bring  you plated  shiclds

gr&ge syrcan, ond grimhelmas,

gray mail-shirts, and  masked-helmets,

heresceafta héap? Ic eom Hrodgares 335

of-war-shafts heap?
ar ond ombiht.
herald  and officer.

pus manige men

thus many men

Wen' ic pxt gé for wlenco,

for

Expect I that  you

I am of-Hrothgar

Ne seah ic elpeodige
Not

saw I

foreign
modiglicran.
more-spirited.
nalles for wrxcsidum,
exile-journeys,

daring, not-at-all ~ for
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ac for higeprymmum
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Hrodgar sohton!

bur  for mind-might Hrothgar sought.”
Him pa ellenrof andswarode,
Him then  the-courage-famed-one answered,

wlanc Wedera léod,

proud of-Weders

heard under helme:

bard under helmet:

béodgenéatas;
table-companions;
Wille ic asecgan

Will I declare

mZrum péodne
to-famous prince
aldre pinum,
to-chief
pxt weé hine swa

that him s0

Whulfgar mapelode
Wulfgar

we

spoke
was his modsefa
bis

was character

wig ond wisdom—:

valor  and wisdom:

fréan Scildinga
lord of-Scyldings
béaga bryttan,
of-rings giver,

péoden m&rne

prince famous

prince,

Beowulf is

thy, if  he us

word «fter sprac
after
synt Higelaces

word
“We
‘We

spoke
are of-Hygelac
min nama.

name.

Beowulf is  my
sunu Healfdenes,
to-son of-Healfdene,
min Zrende,

my errand,

gif hé s geunnan wile,

grant will,

godne

grétan moton.

s

good greet may.

léod,

prince,

— paxt was Wendla

that  was

of-Vandals
manegum gecyded,

to-many known,
Ic  pas
T about-this  friend

wine Deniga,
of-Danes,
frinan wille,

ask will,
swi pa béna eart,
as  thou petitioner

sid,

journey,

art,
ymb pinne

about thy

32



BEOWULF

ond pé pa andsware ®dre gecydan,

and  thee the answer quickly  make-known,

d¢ mé se goda agifan penced.’ 355
which me  the good-one give intends.

Hwearf pa hredlice pzr Hrodgar sxt

Turned then quickly where  Hrothgar — sat
eald ond anhir mid his eorla gedriht;
old and  very-gray with  his  of-warriors band;
éode ellenrof, pxt hé for eaxlum gestod
went  the-courage-famed-one, that  he before  shoulders stood

Deniga fréan; cape hé dugude peaw.

of-Danes of-lord; knew  he  of-veterans  custom.

Wulfgar madelode td his winedrihtne: 360
Wulfgar spoke to  bis friend-lord:

‘Heér syndon geferede, feorran cumene

‘Here are brought, from-afar come

ofer geofenes begang Géata leode;

over of-ocean expanse of-Geats  people;

pone yldestan oretmecgas

the eldest combat-men

Béowulf nemnad. Hy bénan synt,

Beowulf call. They petitioners  are,

pxt hie, péoden min, wid pé moton 365
that  they,  prince my, with thee  may

wordum wrixlan; no 0u him wearne getéoh

with-words exchange; not thou them refusal give

dinra gegncwida, gledman Hrodgar!

of-thy replies, gracious Hrothgar!

Hy on wiggetawum wyrde pincead

They in war-gear worthy seem
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eorla  gexhtlan; haru se aldor déah,
of-warriors esteem; indeed the  chief  is-good,
s€ p&m headorincum hider wisade.
who  the battle-warriors bither led.

VI - BEOWULF’S REQUEST

Hrothgar recalls knowing Beowulf as a boy. His father was Ecgtheow, to whom
Hrethel gave bis only daughter, and seafarers report that Beowulf’s band-grip
holds the strength of thirty men. Believing that God bas sent him against Grendel,
Hrothgar bids the Geats enter. Beowulf tells how he bound five, destroyed a race of
giants, and slew sea-monsters by night; e asks leave to cleanse Heorot with his
own band. Since Grendel scorns weapons, Beowulf will fight with bis grip alone; if
be falls, bis mail-coat, Weland’s work, is to go to Hygelac.

Hrodgar mapelode, helm Scyldinga:

Hrothgar spoke, protector  of-Scyldings:
‘Ic hine cude cnihtwesende;
I bim  knew being-a-boy;

was his ealdfzeder Ecgpéo hiten,
was bis old-father Ecgtheow  called,

0zm t0 ham forgeaf Hrépel Geata

to-whom to  home gave Hrethel  of-Geats
angan dohtor; is his eafora nu

only daughter; is  his son now

heard hér cumen, sohte holdne wine.
bold bere come, has-sought loyal friend.
Donne szgdon pzt s&lipende,

Moreover said that seafarers,

pa Je gifsceattas Géata fyredon

those who  gift-treasures of-Gears  carried
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pyder to pance, pxt heé pritiges

thither  as  thanks, that  he  of-thirty

manna magencrft on his mundgripe 380
of-men might-strength in  bis hand-grip

heaporof habbe. Hine halig God

battle-famed bas. Him holy God

for arstafum is onsende,

out-of  kindness to-us  has-sent,

to  West-Denum, pxs ic wén hazbbe,

to West-Danes, ofthat I hope bave,

wid  Grendles gryre. Ic p&m godan sceal

against  of-Grendel terror. I to-the good-one  shall

for his modprece midmas béodan. 385
for  his daring treasures offer.

Béo du on ofeste, hat in gin

Be thou in baste, command in  to-go

séon sibbegedriht samod ztgzdere;

to-see kin-band all together;

gesaga him éac wordum, pxt hie sint wilcuman

say to-them also  with-words, that  they  are welcome

Deniga léodum. [Pa wid duru healle

of-Danes to-peaple. Then  to door  of-hall

Whulfgar éode,] word inne  béad: 390
Wulfgar went, word  from-within  announced:

‘Eow  hét  secgan sigedrihten min,

“You commanded  to-tell victory-lord my,

aldor East-Dena, pxt hé €ower «pelu can,

chief of-East-Danes, that  be your lineage  knows,

ond gé him syndon ofer s@wylmas

and  you to-him are over sea-surges
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heardhicgende hider wilcuman.
brave-minded hither welcome.
Na g€ moton gangan in €owrum gﬁésearwum,
Naw }lOu mﬂy go in your wﬂr‘gfﬂ’;
under heregriman Hrodgar geséon;
under war-masks Hrothgar see;
lztad hildebord hér onbidan,
let battle-boards bere wait,
wudu welsceaftas worda gepinges’
wood slaughter-shafts of-words  for-outcome.
Aras pa se rica, ymb hine rinc manig,
Arose  then the mighty-one, around  him  warrior  many,

prydlic pegna héap; sume p&r bidon,

strong of-thanes  throng; some  there  waited,
headoréaf heéoldon, swa him se hearda bebéad.
war-gear guarded, as  them the bold-one bade.
Snyredon xtsomne — secg wisode —

Hurried together man guided

under Heorotes hrof; [heaporinc éode,]

under of-Heorot roof; battle-warrior went,

heard under helme, pxt hé on heo[r]de gestod.

bard under belmet, that  he at bearth stood.
Béowulf madelode — on him byrne scin,
Beowulf spoke on  him  mail-coat  shone,
searonet seowed smipes orpancum—:

armor-net sewn of-smith by-skills:

‘Wes pu, Hrodgar, hal! Ic eom Higelaces

‘Be thou,  Hrothgar, bale! I am of-Hygelac
mZg ond magodegn; hzbbe ic m®rda fela
kinsman ~ and  young-thane; have I of-glorious-deeds many
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ongunnen on geogope. Meé weard Grendles ping
undertaken in youth. To-me  became  of-Grendel  affair
on minre épeltyrf undyrne cad;

on my native-soil openly known;

secgad szlidend, pxt pxs sele stande,

say seafarers, that  this  ball stands,

reced sélesta rinca gehwylcum

building best of-warriors for-each

idel ond unnyt, siddan Zfenléoht

empty  and useless, after evening-light

under heofenes hador beholen weorped.

under of-heaven vault hidden becomes.

Pi mé pxt gelrdon léode mine,

Then  me  that advised people my,

pa sélestan, snotere ceorlas,

the best, wise men,

péoden Hrodgar, pxt ic pé sohte,

prince Hrothgar, that I thee should-seek,

forpban hie magenes creft min[n]e capon;
because they of-might strength my knew;
selfe  ofersiwon, da ic of searwum cwom,
themselves looked-on, when I from snares came,

fah  from féondum, pzr ic fife geband,

stained  from foes, where I five bound,
jode eotena cyn, ond on yOum slog
destroyed  of-giants  race, and on  waves  slew
niceras nihtes, nearopearfe dréah,
water-monsters  by-night, narrow-need — endured,
wrec Wedera nid — weéan ihsodon—,
avenged  of-Weders  hostility woe they-asked-for,
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ond ni wid Grendel sceal,

ground-down  the-hostile-ones; and  now against
wid pam agl&can ana gehégan
against  the monster alone hold
ding wid pyrse. Ic pé na d3,
meeting  with  giant. I thee now then,
brego Beorht-Dena, biddan wille,
prince of-Bright-Danes, ask will,
eodor Scyldinga, anre béne,

protector  of-Scyldings, of-one  request,

pxt da mé ne forwyrne, wigendra
that  thou me not refuse, of-warriors
fréeowine folca, na ic pus feorran
noble-friend  of-peoples, now I thus from-afar

pxt ic mote ana

that I may  alone

pes hearda heap,
this

hardy throng,

Hzbbe ic éac geahsod,

Have I

also
for his wonhydum

for  his

recklessness

ic pxt ponne forhicge,

I that then scorn,

min mondrihten
my liege-lord

pxt ic sweord bere
that 1

sword bear

geolorand o gupe,

yellow-shield ~ to  battle,

learned,

Grendel

hleo,
shelter,
com,

bave-come,

(D)-shall,

[ond] minra eorla gedryht,

and of-my
Heorot fzlsian.

Heorot cleanse.

that  the

warriors

pxt se &gl@ca

monster

wZpna ne recced;

of-weapons  not

cares;

band,

swi mé Higelac sie,
so  to-me  Hygelac — may-be,
modes blide,
of-heart  glad,

opde sidne scyld,

broad

or

shield,

ac ic mid grape sceal

bur I with grip
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fon wid0 feonde ond ymb feorh sacan,
grapple  with fiend and  for life fight,

1a0 wid lapum; Oxr gelyfan sceal

foe  with foe; there trust shall

Dryhtnes dome sé pe hine déad nimed.
of-Lord judgment be who him  death takes.
Wen' ic pzt hé wille, gif hé wealdan maot,
Expect I that he  will, if  he prevail may,
in pzm gudsele Géotena léode

in the war-hall of-Geats people

etan unforhte, swa hé oft dyde,

eat unafraid, as he often  did,

magenhréd manna. Ni pu minne pearft
might-glory of-men. Not  thou my need

hafalan hydan, ac hé mé habban wile

bead bide, but  he  me bave will
d[r]éore fahne, gif mec deéad nimed;
with-gore stained, if  me  death takes;

byred blodig wel, byrgean penced,

bears bloody  corpse, taste intends,

eted angenga unmurnlice,

eats lone-goer unmourningly,

mearcad morhopu; n6 O0u ymb mines ne pearft
marks moor-retreats; not  thou  about my —  need
lices feorme leng sorgian.

of-body  sustenance longer worry.

Onsend Higelace, gif mec hild nime,

Send to-Hygelac, if  me battle  take,
beaduscriida betst, pxt mine bréost wered,
of-war-garments best, that  my breast  protects,
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hragla  sélest; pxt is Hrzdlan laf

of-garments  best; that is  of-Hrethel  heirloom,

Welandes geweorc. Gz0 a wyrd swa hio scel’

of-Weland work. Goes  ever  fate as it must!

VII - HROTHGAR’S WELCOME

Hrothgar answers that Beowulf bas come out of obligation and kindness: when
Ecgtheow slew Heatholaf and the Weders could not shelter bim, Hrothgar, newly
king after bis brother Heregar’s death, settled that feud with treasure. It grieves
him to tell how Grendel has thinned bis hall-troop; drunken warriors who vowed
to await the monster lay dead each morning in a blood-drenched hall. He bids
Beowulf sit to the feast. A bench is cleared for the Geats, a thane pours bright
drink, and a poet sings in Heorot.

Hrodgar mapelode, helm Scyldinga:
Hrothgar spoke, protector  of-Scyldings:

‘For [glewy[r]htum b, wine min Béowulf,

‘For obligations thou, friend  my Beowulf,
ond for arstafum usic sohtest.

and  for kindness us  hast-sought.

Gesloh pin feder fezhde mzste;

Struck thy  father feud greatest;

wearp hé Heapolafe t6 handbonan

became ~ he  to-Heatholaf as hand-slayer

mid Wilfingum; 04 hine Wedera cyn

among Wylfings; then  him of Weders  race
for herebrogan habban ne mihte.
for war-terror keep not  could.

bPanon hé gesohte Sid-Dena folc
Thence he sought of-South-Danes ~ folk
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ofer jda gewealc, Ar-Scyldinga;

over  of-waves rolling, of-Honor-Scyldings;

da ic furpum weold folce Deniga 465
when I first ruled folk of-Danes

ond on geogode héold ginne rice,

and in youth beld spacious  kingdom,

hordburh hzlepa; 02 was Heregir déad,

hoard-city of-heroes; then  was Heregar dead,

min yldra m&g unlifigende,

my elder  kinsman not-living,

bearn Healfdenes; sé wxs betera Jdonne ic!

son of-Healfdene; he  was better than I

Siddan pa fxhde feo  pingode; 470
Afterward  the  feud with-money  I-settled;

sende ic Wylfingum ofer wateres hrycg

sent I to-Wylfings over of-water back

ealde madmas; hé meé apas swor.

old treasures; he to-me oaths  swore.

Sorh is mé to secgan on sefan minum

Sorrow is  to-me to say in  mind my

gumena &ngum, hwet mé Grendel hafad

of-men to-any, what  to-me  Grendel bas

hyndo on Heorote mid his hetepancum, 475
bumiliation  in Heorot with  bis hate-thoughts,

f2rnida gefremed; is min fletwerod,

of-sudden-hostilities done; is  my hall-troaop,

wighéap gewanod;
war-band diminished;

on Grendles gryre.
ofGrendel

into tervor.

hie wyrd forswéop
fate
God éape mzg

them swept-away

God  easily  can
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pone dolsceadan dzda getwzfan!
the mad-ravager from-deeds separate!
Ful oft gebéotedon béore druncne
Full often  boasted with-beer  drunk
ofer ealowZge oretmecgas,

over ale-cup combat-men,

pxt hie in beéorsele bidan woldon
that  they in  beer-hall await would

Grendles gupe mid gryrum ecga.

of-Grendel attack with terrors  of-edges.

Donne wxs péos medoheal on morgentid,
Then was this mead-hall at  morning-time,
drihtsele dréorfah, ponne dxg lixte,
lordly-hall ~ gore-stained, when day  shone,

eal bencpelu blode bestymed,

all  bench-boards with-blood drenched,
heall heorudréore; ahte ic holdra py Izs,
hall with-sword-gore; owned I of-loyal-ones by-that less,

déorre dugude, pé pa dead fornam.

of-dear veterans, since those  death took.

Site ni to symle ond onsZl meoto,

Sit now to  feast and  unbind  thoughts,

sigehréd secgum, swa pin sefa hwette.

victory-glory ~ to-men, as  thy mind may-urge’
Pa waxs Geéatmzxcgum geador xtsomne
Then — was for-Geat-men together  all-together

on béorsele benc gerymed;

in beer-hall bench cleared;

p®r swidferhpe sittan éodon,

there  strong-hearted-ones to-sit went,
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prydum dealle. begn nytte behéold,

in-strength  proud. Thane  duty attended,

s€ pe on handa ber hroden ealowZge,

he who in hand ~ bore adorned ale-cup,

scencte scir wered. Scop hwilum sang

poured bright  drink. Poet at-times

Xang

bzr wzs hzleda dréam,
of-heroes
Dena ond Wedera.
of-Weders.

hador on Heorote.

clear in Heorot. There  was

Jjoy
dugud unlytel
veterans  not-small and

of-Danes

VIII - UNFERTH

Unferth, Ecglaf’s son, who sits at Hrothgar’s feet, resents any man winning more
glory than bimself and taunts Beowulf with bis swimming contest against Breca.
For seven nights they toiled in the winter sea, be says, and Breca, the stronger, won
and kept his boast; Beowulf will fare worse if be waits a night for Grendel. Beowulf
answers that Unferth, drunk with beer, bas said a great deal about Breca, and that
be himself bad more strength in the sea than any man. As boys the two swam for
five nights, holding naked swords against whales, until a storm parted them. When
a sea-beast dragged Beowulf to the bottom, bis mail beld and bis sword slew it.

Unferd mapelode,
Unferth spoke,
pé =zt fotum st

feet

onband beadurine —

who  at sar

unbound battle-secret

modges merefaran,
of-the-brave

ofseafarer;

Ecglafes bearn,
of Ecglaf
fréan Scyldinga,
of-lord

son,

of-Scyldings,
wzs him Béowulfes
was  to-him  of-Beowulf
micel xfpunca,
great vexation,
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forpon pe hé ne ape,

BEOWULF

pxt Znig o6der man

man

because that  he  nor granted, that  any other
zfre m&rda pon ma middangeardes

wer  ofglories  the  more of-middle-earth

gehéde  under heofenum ponne hé sylfa—:

should-obtain  under

‘Eart pu sé Beowulf,
Art thou that  Beowulf,
on sidne sZ ymb
on  broad  sea about
ozr git for wlence
where  you-two  for pride

ond for dolgilpe

beavens

than be

himself:

s€ pe wi0 Brecan wunne,

he who against  Breca

sund Aflite,
swimming  contended,

wada cunnedon
waters

explored

on déop weter

and  for  foolish-boast into  deep water
aldrum népdon? Né inc &nig mon,
lives risked? Nor  you-two  any man,

né léof né 1ad,

beléan mihte

strove,

nor friend nor  foe, dissuade  could

sorhfullne sid, pa git on sund réon;
from-sorrowful  venture, when  you-two  on sea rowed;
pxr git eéagorstréam earmum pehton,
there  you-two sea-stream with-arms covered,

mZton merestr&ta,

measured sea-streets,

glidon ofer garsecg;
glided

over ocean;

wintrys wylm[um].
of-winter with-surges.
seofon niht swuncon;

seven nights toiled;

mundum brugdon,

with-hands wove,

geofon ypum weol,

sea with-waves  surged,
Git
You-two in
he pe
bhe

of-water

thee at  swimming
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hxfde mare magen. Pa hine on morgentid

had more strength. Then  him  at  morning-time

on Heapo-RZmas holm wp =tbar;

onto Heatho-Reams sea up bore;

donon heé gesohte sw&sne é&pel, 520
thence be sought dear homeland,

leof his leodum, lond Brondinga,

dear  to-his  people, land  of-Brondings,

freodoburh faegere, pzr hé folc ahte,
peace-stronghold fair, where  he  folk  owned,

burh  ond beéagas. Béot eal wid pe

stronghold  and rings. Vow  all  against thee

sunu Beéanstanes sode gel®ste.

son of-Beanstan truly  fulfilled.

Donne wene ic to pé wyrsan gepingea, 525
Therefore  expect I from thee worse outcomes,

déah pu heador®sa gehw@r dohte,

though  thou in-battle-rushes everywhere  were-good,

grimre gude, gif pu Grendles dearst

in-grim war, if  thou for-Grendel  darest
nihtlongne fyrst néan bidan.
night-long space near wait.
Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpéowes:
Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:
‘Hwzt, pu worn fela, wine min Unferd, 530
‘Lo, thou  great  many, friend  my Unferth,
béore druncen ymb Brecan sprZce,
with-beer drunk about Breca  hast-spoken,
segdest from his side! S60 ic talige,
bast-said of bis  venture! Truth I claim,
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pxt ic merestrengo miran dhte,

that 1 sea-strength more bad,

earfepo on ypum, donne Znig Oper man.
bardships ~ on  waves, than any other  man.
Wit  pzxt gecwzdon cnihtwesende

We-two ~ that agreed being-boys

ond gebéotedon — w&ron bégen pa git
and vowed were both  then still
on geogodfeore — pxt wit on garsecg ut
in youth-life that  we-two on ocean out
aldrum néddon, ond pxt gezfndon swa.
lives would-risk, and  that performed so.
Hzfdon swurd nacod, pa wit on sund réon,
Had sword naked, when we-two on sea rowed,
heard on handa; wit unc wid hronfixas
bard in band; we-two  us-two  against  whalefishes
werian pohton. N6 hé wiht fram meé
defend thought. Not he ar-all  from  me
flodypum feor fleotan meahte,

on-flood-waves  far float could,

hrapor on holme, no ic fram him wolde.
faster on sea, not I  from  him would.
Da wit =xtsomne on S WZron

Then we-two  together on  sea were

fif nihta fyrst, op pxt unc flod todraf,

five of-nights  space, until  that us-two  flood ~ drove-apart,
wado weallende, wedera cealdost,

waters surging, of-weathers coldest,

nipende niht, ond norpanwind

darkening  night, and north-wind
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headogrim ondhwearf; hréo wZron ypa.

battle-grim turned-against; rough were waves.

Was merefixa mod onhréred;

Was of-sea-fishes heart  stirred-up;

p&r mé wid lidum licsyrce min 550
there  to-me against  foes body-mail ~ my

heard hondlocen helpe gefremede,

bard band-locked help gave,
beadohrzgl broden, on bréostum lxg
battle-garment woven, on breast lay

golde gegyrwed. Meé o grunde téah

with-gold adorned. Me to  bottom  dragged
fah féondscada, feste hzfde

hostile  foe-ravager, fast held

grim on grape; hwaepre meé gyfepe weard, 555
grim in grip; yet to-me gmnted was,
pxt ic agl®can orde gerzhte,

that I monster with-point  reached,

hildebille; heapor@s fornam

with-battle-sword; battle-rush ~ carried-off

mihtig meredéor purh mine hand.

mighty sea-beast through  my hand.
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VIIII - WEALHTHEOW

Beowulf tells how he slew nine sea-monsters before dawn and the sea carried him
to the land of the Finns; neither Breca nor Unferth ever did such a deed. Unferth
killed bis own brothers and will suffer for it in hell. Grendel would never have
done such harm in Heorot if Unferth were as fierce as be claims, but Beowulf will
soon show the monster the strength of the Geats. Hrothgar rejoices, and Queen
Wealbtheow bears the cup around the ball; Beowulf vows to ber to do the Danes’
will or die. At nightfall Hrothgar entrusts Heorot to Beowulf, as be has never

entrusted it to anyone.

Swa mec gelome

So me

frequently
préatedon pearle.

pressed hard.

déoran sweorde,

ladgetéonan
hateful-attackers

Ic him pénode
I them

served

swa hit gedéfe was.

with-dear sword, as it fitting was.
Nxs  hie dzre fylle gefean hafdon,
Not-at-all  they — of-the  feast Jjoy had,
mianfordzdlan, pxt hie mé pégon,

wicked-destroyers,
symbel ymbs®ton
feast

ac on mergenne

sat-around

but in

morning
be yolafe
by wave-leavings

sweo[r]dum aswefede,

by-swords
ymb brontne ford

around steep

put-to-sleep,

passage

that  they devoured,

me

s&grunde neéah;
sea-bottom near;

mécum wunde

by-swords  wounded

uppe l&gon,

up lay,
pxt sydpan na
so-that  afterward

brimlidende

seafarers
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voyage —  hindered.

beorht béacen Godes,

BEOWULF

Léoht éastan com,

Light  from-east  came,

bright beacon of-God, seas subsided,

pxt ic sZnxssas
that 1 beadlands
windige weallas.
windy walls.
unfZgne eorl,

undoomed ~ warrior,

Hwapere mé geszlde,

However to-me
niceras nigene.
water-monsters nine.

under heofones hwealf

under of-heaven

né on €gstréamum

nor on Sea-streams

hwepere ic fira feng

yet I of-foes
sipes  werig.
of-venture  weary.
flod after farode
flood  with  current
wadu weallendu.
waters surging.
swylcra searonida
of-such cunning-fights
billa  brogan.

of-swords  terror.

geséon mihte,

see could,

Wyrd oft nered

Fate  often  saves

ponne his ellen déah!

when bis  courage  avails!

befell, that I  with sword
N6 ic on niht gefregn
Not I by night hbave-heard-of

vault barder fight,

€armran mannon;
more-wretched man;
feore gedigde
grasp with-life  survived
Da mec s& opber,
Then — me  sea bore-away,
on Finna land,
onto  of-Finns  land,
No ic wiht fram pe
Not I anything — of  thee
secgan hyrde,
tell bheard,
Breca n&fre git

Breca never  yet
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pxt ic mid sweorde ofsloh

heardran feohtan,
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xt headolace, né gehwaper incer,
at battle-play, nor either of-you-two,

585 swa deorlice dzd gefremede
o boldly deed  performed
figum  sweordum — no ic pzs [fela] gylpe—,
with-shining swords not I of-that  much boast,
péah 6a pinum brodrum to banan wurde,
though  thou  ro-thy brothers as  slayer  became,
héafodm&gum; pxs pu in helle scealt
to-close-kinsmen; for-that  thou in  hell shalt
werhdo dréogan, péah pin wit duge.
damnation suffer, though ~ thy — wit  be-good.

59 Secge ic pé to sode, sunu Ecglafes,

Say I to-thee in  truth, son of-Ecglaf;

pxt nzfre Gre[n]del swa fela gryra  gefremede,
that never Grendel so many of-terrors  would-have-performed,
atol  zgl®ca ealdre pinum,

terrible  monster to-lord thy,

hyndo on Heorote, gif pin hige ware,

bumiliation  in Heorot, if thy mind  were,

sefa swa searogrim, swa pu self talast;

mind ~ so battle-fierce, as  thou thyself claimest;

595 ac hé hafad onfunden, pxt hé pa fzhde ne pearf,
but  he has found, that  he the  feud  not  needs,
atole ecgprzce éower leode
terrible  sword-storm of-your  people
swide onsittan, Sige-Scyldinga;
greatly dread, of-Victory-Scyldings;
nymed nydbade, nZnegum  arad
takes forced-tribute, to-none shows-mercy
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leode Deniga,
of-people

swefed

of-Danes,

puts-to-sleep  and
to  Gar-Denum.
from
eafod ond

strength  and

Spear-Danes.

ellen
courage
gupe gebéodan.
in-war offer.

t0 medo modig,
to mead brave,
ofer ylda bearn
over  of-men  children

sunne sweglwered

sun heaven-clad

Pi waxs on sialum

Then —was  in

gamolfeax ond gudrof;

gray-haired

brego Beorht-Dena;

prince
folces hyrde
of-people  guardian

bzr was hzlepa hleahtor,

There  was

word wZron wynsume.

words were
cwén Hrodgares

queen of-Hrothgar

ond sendep,
sends-off,

and  battle-famed; belp

of-Bright-Danes;

steadfast

of-heroes

winsome.

BEOWULF

ac hé lust wigeo,

bur  he  pleasure  takes,
secce ne weénep 600
fight  not  expects

Ac ic him Geéata sceal
But I him  of-Geats  shall
ungeara nu,

soon now,

Gzp eft sé

Goes  again  he who may

pe mot

sippan morgenléoht

when morning-light
opres dogores, 605
of-next day,

sapan scined!

from-south  shines!”
sinces brytta
of-treasure  giver
géoce gelyfde
believed-in
Béeowulfe

gehyrde on

beard in Beowulf

fastr&dne gepoht. 610

resolve.

hlyn swynsode,

laughter, din resounded,

Eode Wealhpéow ford,

Went Wealhtheow forth,

cynna gemyndig,
mindfi,

of-courtesies
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grétte goldhroden
greeted gold-adorned

ond pa fréolic wif

BEOWULF

guman on healle,

men in ball,

ful gesealde

and tb@ﬂ 7!0[716 woman [Mp gﬂl)E

Zrest East-Dena
first of-East-Danes
bzd hine blidne
bade  him glad

épelwearde,
to-homeland-guardian,
xt p&re beorpege,

at the  beer-drinking,

leodum léofne; hé on lust gepeah

to-peaple dear; he in  pleasure partook-of

symbel ond seleful,
feast and  ball-cup,

sigerof  kyning.
victory-famed king.

Ymbéode pa ides Helminga

Went-around  then lady  of-Helmings

dugupe ond geogope
of-veterans  and of-youths
sincfato  sealde,
treasure-cups  gave,

pzt hio Beéowulfe,
that  she  to-Beowulf,
mode gepungen
in-mind excellent
grétte Géata leod,
greeted  of-Geats  prince,
wisfest wordum

wise with-words

pxt héo on Znigne
that she  in any
fyrena frofre. He

of-crimes  comfort. He

dzl ®ghwylcne,
part each,
op paxt szl alamp,
until  that time  came,
béaghroden cwén
ring-adorned  queen
medoful =ztbzr;
mead-cup  brought;
Gode pancode
God thanked
pxs de hire se willa
for-that  that to-her the  wish
eorl gelyfde
warrior  could-trust
pat ful gepeah,

that  cup took,
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BEOWULF

xt Wealhpéon,

slaughter-fierce  warrior from Wealbtheow,

ond pa gyddode gipe gefysed; 630
and  then spoke-formally for-battle eager;

Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpéowes:

Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:

‘Ic pxt hogode, pa ic on holm gestih,

T that resolved, when I onto  sea embarked,

s&bat gesxt mid minra secga gedriht,

sea-boat  sat-in with  of-my men band,

pxt ic anunga éowra léoda

that I entirely of-your  of-people

willan geworhte, opde on wzxl crunge 635
will would-work, or  in  slaughter would-fall

feondgrapum fast. Ic gefremman sceal

in-fiend-grips fast. I perform shall

eorlic ellen, opde endedxg

noble courage, or end-day

on bisse meoduhealle minne gebidan!’

in this mead-hall my await!

bam wife pa word wél licodon,

To-the woman those  words well  pleased,

gilpcwide Geates; éode goldhroden 640

boast-speech of-Geat;

fréolicu folccwén

went  gold-adorned

to hire fréan sittan.

noble folk-queen to  her lord to-sit.
bPa wzs eft swa ar inne on healle
Then — was again  as  before inside in hall

prydword sprecen,

mighty-words spoken,

déod on szlum,

people in Joys,
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sigefolca  sweég, op paxt semninga
of-victory-peoples  sound, until  that suddenly
sunu Healfdenes sécean wolde

son of Healfilene seck  wished
zfenraste; wiste p&m ahl®can
evening-rest; knew  by-the monster

to  p&m heahsele hilde gepinged,

against  the high-hall battle  appointed,
siddan hie sunnan léoht geséon meahton,
after they of-sun light see could,
opde nipende niht ofer ealle,

or darkening night  over all,

scaduhelma gesceapu scridan cwoman
of-shadow-belms  shapes diding  came

wan under wolcnum. Werod eall aras.
dark under skies. Company  all  arose.
[Ge]grette pa guma operne,

Greeted then man other,

Hrodgar Beowulf, ond him hZl abéad,
Hrothgar ~ Beowulf, and  bim ik  wished,
winzrnes geweald, ond pxt word acwzd:
of-wine-pall command, and  that  word spoke:
‘Nzfre ic Znegum men Zr alyfde,
‘Never I to-any man before  entrusted,
sipdan ic hond ond rond hebban mihte,
since I hand  and  shield raise could,
drjpzrn Dena baton pé na da.
mighty-hall  of-Danes except  thee now  then.

Hafa nt ond geheald hisa  sélest,

Have  now and hold of-houses  best,
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gemyne m&rho, magenellen cyo,

remember glory, mighty-courage  show,

waca wid wrapum! Ne bid0 peé wilna gad, 660
watch  against foe! Not  will-be  to-thee  of-desires  lack,

gif pu pat ellenweorc aldre gedigest.

if  thou that  courage-work with-life  survivest.”

X + THE WATCH IN HEOROT

Hrothgar leaves the ball for Wealbtheow’s bed; the King of glory has set a hall-guard
against Grendel, and Beowulf trusts in his own strength and God’s favor. He strips
off bis mail and belmet and bands bis sword to a thane. Counting bimself no
weaker than Grendel, who knows nothing of swordplay, be vows to fight without
a weapon; holy God will assign the glory. The Geats lie down, none of them
expecting to see home again, but God bas granted them victory through one man’s
strength. Grendel comes gliding through the dark, and all sleep but one.

ba him Hropgar gewat mid his hxlepa gedryht,
Then  himself  Hrothgar went with  his  of-heroes band,

eodur Scyldinga at of healle;

protector  of-Scyldings out of ball;

wolde wigfruma Wealhpéo sécan,

wished war-chief Wealbtheow seek,

cwén to gebeddan. Hzfde Kyningwuldor 665
queen  as bedfellow. Had King-of-glory
Grendle togeanes, swa guman gefrungon,
Grendel against, as men heard-of,
seleweard aseted; sundornytte behéold
hall-guard appointed; special-duty (he)-kept
ymb aldor Dena, eotonweard’ abéad.
around  prince  of-Danes, giant-watch offered.
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Haru Geéata léod
Indeed  of-Geats  prince
modgan magnes,

bold might,

ba hé him of dyde

Then be  bimself off  put

helm of hafelan,

BEOWULF

georne trawode
Sirmly
Metodes hyldo. —
of- Ordainer

trusted

favor.
isernbyrnan,
iron-mail,

sealde his hyrsted sweord,

helmet  from head, gave bis  adorned sword,
irena cyst ombihtpegne,

of-irons  choicest to-attendant-thane,

ond gehealdan hét hildegeatwe.

and to-guard ordered

Gesprzc pa se goda
Spoke then
Beowulf Geata,

Beowulf ofGeats,

the  good-one

battle-gear:
gylpworda sum,

of-boast-words  one,

@r hé on bed stige:
before  he

bed  climbed:

into

‘No ic mé an herewaxsmun

hnagran talige

Not I myself in
gupgeweorca,

of-war-deeds,

forpan ic hine sweorde

therefore I him
aldre benéotan,

of-life

nat

deprive,
hé para
knows-not  he

rand gehéawe,

with-sword

of-those  good-things,

war—strengt/y pGOV@V count

ponne Grendel hine;

than  Grendel  bimself
swebban nelle,
put-to-sleep  will-not,
péah ic eal mage;

though I well  may;

goda, pxt hé mé onggan
that  he  me back
péah de hée rof sle

shield hew, though  that  he  famous  be
nipgeweorca; ac wit on niht sculon
of-hostile-deeds; but  we-two in  night shall
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secge ofersittan, gif hé gesécean dear

sword forgo, if  he seek dare

wig ofer w&pen, ond sipdan witig God 685
war  withour  weapon, and then wise God

on swi hwapere hond halig  Dryhten

on 50 whichever hand holy Lord
mZrdo déme, swi him gemet pince’
glory may-assign, as  to-him  fitting seems.”

Hylde hine pa heapodeéor, hleorbolster onféng

Lay-down  bimself then battle-brave-one, cheek-bolster received

eorles andwlitan, ond hine ymb monig

of-warrior face, and  bhim  around  many

snellic s®rinc selereste gebéah. 690
bold sea-warrior to-hall-rest bent.

Nznig heora pohte, pxt hé panon scolde

None of-them  thought, that  he  thence should

eft eardlufan Zfre gesécean,

again  home-love ever seek,

folc opde fréoburh, p®r he afeded was;

people or noble-city, where  he raised was;

ac hie hefdon gefranen, pxt hie #&r to fela micles

but  they bad beard, that  them before too many by-much

in p&m winsele wzldéad fornam, 695
in the wine-hall slaughter-death  carried-off,

Denigea leode. Ac him Dryhten forgeaf

of-Danes people. But  to-them Lord gave
wigspéda gewiofu, Wedera leodum,
of-war-successes  weavings, of Weders  to-people,
frofor ond fultum, pxt hie feond heora
comfort  and belp, that  they  fiend their
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durh
through

anes creft
of-one  strength
selfes mihtum.
own by-powers.

pxt mihtig God

that mighty God

wéold wideferhd.

bas-ruled

forever.

scridan  sceadugenga.

gliding

pa pzt hornreced

who  that horn-hall

ealle biton anum.

all except one.

pxt hie ne moste,

that  them not
se s[c]ynscapa
the demon-foe
ac hé wzccende
bur  he watching
bad  bolgenmod

awaited enraged

shadow-walker.

might,

BEOWULF

ealle ofercomon,
all overcame,
S60 is gecyped,
Truth is

made-known,

manna cynnes

of-men race

Com on wanre niht
dark

Came in night

Scéotend swzfon,
Warriors slept,

healdan scoldon,

guard bad-to,

bzt wes yldum cab,

That  was to-men  known,
pa Metod nolde,
when  Ordainer  would-not,

under sceadu bregdan; —

under shadow drag;
wripum on andan

to-foe in anger
beadwa gepinges.
of-battles

outcome.
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XI - GRENDEL’S COMING

Grendel comes from the moor under the mist, bearing God’s anger, and bursts
open the iron-bound door of Heorot, a light like flame in his eyes. Secing the
sleeping warriors be laughs, seizes one Geat, and devours him, feet and bands.
He reaches next for Beowulf, who grips bis arm, and at once the monster knows
he has never met a stronger hand-grip and longs to flee to bis fen. They wrestle
until the ball resounds and the mead-benches are wrenched from the floor, and
the Danes bear God’s adversary wailing his song of defeat.

Pa m of more under misthleopum 710

Then came from  moor under mist-slopes

Grendel gongan, Godes yrre ber;

Grendel walking, of-God  anger  bore;

mynte se mﬁnscaéa manna cynnes

intended  the  evil-ravager of-men race

sumne besyrwan in sele pam heéan.

one ensnare in  hall the high.

Wod under wolcnum to pxs pe hé winreced,
Advanced  under skies to where that he wine-hall,
goldsele gumena gearwost wisse 715
gold-hall of-men most-surely  knew

fettum fahne. Ne was pat forma sid,
with-gold-plates  adorned. Not  was  that  first  time,

pxt hé Hropgares ham gesohte;

that  he of-Hrothgar home sought;
nZfre hé on aldordagum &r né sipdan
never he in life-days before  nor  since

heardran hzle, healdegnas fand!
with-harder — luck, ball-thanes ~ found!
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Com pa to recede rinc  sidian

Came  then to hall warrior  journeying

dréamum bed&led. Duru sona onarn

of-joys deprived. Door  at-once gave-way
fyrbendum fast, sypdan hé hire folmum (xthr)an;
with-fire-bands  fast, when be it with-hands touched;
onbrgd pa bealohydig, da (hée ge)bolgen wes,
tore-open.  then  evil-minded, when  he enraged was,
recedes mupan. Rape =zfter pon

of-hall mouth. Quickly  after  that

on fagne flor féond treddode,

on  patterned  floor fiend trod,

éode yrremod; him of éagum stod

went  angry-minded; from-him  out-of  eyes stood

ligge gelicost leoht unfzger.

to-flame likest light unlovely.

Geseah hé in recede rinca manige,

Saw he in hall of-warriors  many,

swefan sibbegedriht

sleeping kin-band
magorinca

of—young— warriors Z'VOOP.

mynte pxt hé gedzlde,

héap.

BEOWULF

samod xtgzdere,

all together,

bi his mod ahlog;
bis

Then beart  laughed;

Zr pon dzg cwome,

intended  that  he  would-sever, before  that  day came,
atol  agl®ca anra gehwylces

terrible  monster of-ones of-each

lif wid lice, pa him alumpen was

life  from  body, now to-him befallen was

wistfylle wen. Ne was pxt wyrd pa gen,
of-feast-fill ~ hope. Not  was  that  fate  then  still,
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pxzt hé mia moste manna cynnes 735

that  he more  might of-men race

dicgean ofer pa niht. brydswyd behéold

devour beyond  that  night. Mighty-strong ~ watched
m&g Higelaces, hi se manscada
kinsman  of-Hygelac, how the  evil-ravager

under fZrgripum gefaran wolde.

with sudden-grips proceed would.

Né pzt se agl®ca yldan pohte,

Nor  that the monster delay  thought,

ac hé geféng hrade forman side 740
butr  he  seized  quickly on-first  time

slZpendne rinc, slat unwearnum,

sleeping warrior, tore  without-hindrance,

bat binlocan, blod édrum dranc,

bit bone-locks, blood  from-veins  drank,

synsnZdum swealh; sona hafde

in-huge-morsels  swallowed; at-once bad

unlyfigendes eal gefeormod,

of~the-lifeless-one all devoured,
fec ond folma. Ford néar «tstop, 745
feet  and  hands. Forth  nearer  stepped,

nam pa mid handa higepihtigne

took  then  with hand strong-minded

rinc  on rxste, rehte togéan|es]
warrior  on bed, reached toward

feond mid folme; hé onféng hrape
fiend with band; he  received  quickly
inwithpancum ond wid earm gesxt.
with-malicious-thoughts and  against  arm sat-up.
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Sona pxt onfunde
At-once  that found of-crimes
pxt hé ne métte

that  he not had-met

eorpan scéata

fyrena hyrde,

keeper,

of-earth  of-regions in  other  man

mundgripe maran;

middangeardes,
of-middle-earth,

on elran men

hé on mode weard

hand-grip greater; bhe in beart  became
forht on ferhde; ndo py &r fram meahte.
afraid  in spirit; not the sooner away could.

Hyge was him  hinfas,

Mind was  to-him  eager-to-be-gone, would  into  darkness
sécan déofla gedrzg; ne wxs his drohtod pzr
seek of-devils  company; not  was  his  condition  there

swylce hé on ealderdagum
such-as bhe in life-days

Gemunde pa se goda,

wolde on heolster

Xr gemette.

before met.

m&g Higelaces,

Remembered — then the  good, kinsman  of-Hygelac,

zfensprace, aplang astod
evening-speech, upright stood
ond him fxste widfeéng;
and bim  firmly grasped;
eoten wxs utweard,

giant was outward, warrior
Mynte se mZra,
Intended  the notorious-one, if
widre gewindan
wider escape and  on
fleon on fenhopu;

ee into  fen-refuges; knew
g

fingras burston;

fingers burst;

eorl furpur stop.

further  stepped.

(p)&r hé meahte swa,

be might 50,

way

bis
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thence

of-fingers  power

wiste his fingra geweald

fleon,

flee,



on grames grapum.
in  of-hostile-one grips.
pxt se hearmscapa

that  the  bharm-ravager

Dryhtsele dynede;
Lordly-hall resounded;
ceasterbiiendum,
to-fortress-dwellers,

Corlum ealuscerwen.
to-warriors  ale-dispensing.
répe renweardas.

fierce  house-guardians.

Pa  was wundor micel, pxt se winsele
Then — was wonder great, that the wine-ball
widhzfde heapodéorum, pxt hé on hrasan ne feéol,
withstood the-battle-brave-ones, that it on  ground mnor  fell,

of-bold-ones

BEOWULF

bzt wxs geocor sid,
That  was sad Journey,
to Heorute atéah!

to Heorot made!

Denum eallum weard,

To-Danes all became,

cénra gehwylcum,
to-each,

Yrre w&ron bégen,

Angry were both,

Reced hlynsode.

Hall resounded.

fzger foldbold; ac hé pxs faxste was

fair earth-building; bur it so  firmly  was

innan ond atan irenbendum

inside and  outside with-iron-bands

searoponcum besmipod. bP&r fram sylle abeag
with-skill forged. There  from sill  bent-away
medubenc monig mine gefr@ge

mead-bench many by-my  hearing

golde geregnad, p&r pa graman wunnon.
with-gold adorned, where  the  hostile-ones fought.

Pxs ne wéndon &r
Of-that  not  expected  before
paxt hit 4 mid gem

that it ever by mea

witan Scyldinga,

counselors  of-Scyldings,
ete manna Znig
ns of-men any
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betlic ond banfag tobrecan meahte,
splendid  and  bone-adorned shatter could,
listum  tolican, nympe liges fxpm
by-cunning  pull-apart, unless of-fire  embrace
swulge on swapule. Sweég up astag
should-swallow  in flame. Sound  up rose
niwe geneahhe: Nord-Denum stod

new constantly: on-North-Danes  stood
atelic egesa, anra gehwylcum

terrible  fear; of-ones on-each

para pe of wealle wop gehyrdon,

of-those who  from wall wail beard,
gryreléod galan Godes andsacan,
terror-song sing of-God adversary,
sigeléasne sang, sar wanigean
victory-less song, pain lament

helle hzfton. Heéold hine faste

ofhell  captive. Held him fast

s€ be manna wxs mxgene Strengest
he who of-men  was in-might strongest

on pzm dxge pysses lifes.
on that day of-this life.
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XII - GRENDEL’S ARM

Beowulf will not let the murderous visitor go alive. His men draw their old swords
to defend him, not knowing that Grendel bas laid a spell on every blade so that
none can touch him. In Beowulf’s grip the monster’s shoulder bursts, sinews spring
apart, and Grendel, mortally wounded, flees to bis joyless dwelling under the
fen-slopes, knowing his days are at an end. Beowulf has cleansed Heorot and
Sulfilled his boast to the Danes, and as a clear token be sets Grendel’s hand, arm,
and shoulder, the whole grip, under the vaulted roof:

Nolde  eorla  hléo &nige pinga

Would-not  of-warriors ~ protector in-any way

pone cwealmcuman cwicne forlZtan,

the murderous-visitor alive let-go,

né his lifdagas leoda Znigum

nor  his  life-days of-peoples to-any

nytte tealde. bzr genehost bregd

useful  counted. There many drew

eorl Béowulfes ealde lafe, 795
warrior  of Beowulf old  beirloom,

wolde fréadrihtnes feorh ealgian,

wished of-lord-master life defend,

m&res péodnes, O0%r hie meahton swa.
of-famous prince, if  they could s0.

Hie pzt ne wiston, pa hie gewin drugon,
They  that not knew, when  they  strife engaged,

heardhicgende hildemecgas,

brave-minded battle-men,
ond on healfa gehwone héawan pohton, 800
and  on  ofsides each to-hew thought,
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sawle sécan: pone synscadan

soul to-seek: that sin-ravager

Znig ofer eorpan irenna cyst,

any over earth of-irons  choicest,
gudbilla  nan grétan nolde;
of-war-swords  none touch would;

ac hé sigewZpnum forsworen hzfde,
bur  he  victory-weapons forsworn had,

ecga gehwylcre. Scolde his aldorgedal

of-edges each. Was-to  his life-parting

on 0zm dxge pysses lifes

on that day ofthis life

earmlic wurdan, ond se ellorgast

wretched become, and  the  alien-spirit

on feonda geweald feor sidian. —

into  of-flends power far Jjourney.

ba paxt onfunde sé pe fela &ror

Then  that found he who much before
modes myrde manna cynne,

of-heart  affliction of-men to-race,

fyrene gefremede — he fag wi0 God—,
crimes committed be ar-feud  with God,
pxt him se lichoma l®stan nolde,

that  him  the body serve  would-not,

ac hine se modega m&g Hygelaces
but  him  the proud kinsman of-Hygelac
hxfde be honda; was gehwaper 60rum
bad by band; was each to-other
lifigende 1ad. Licsar gebad

living hateful. Body-wound  suffered
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atol  ®glZca; him on eaxle weard
terrible  monster; on-him on  shoulder  became
syndolh sweotol, seonowe onsprungon,
huge-wound visible, sinews sprang-apart,
burston banlocan. Béowulfe weard
burst bone-locks. To-Beowulf was

gudhréd gyfepe; scolde Grendel ponan

war-glory granted; had-to Grendel thence
feorhséoc fléon under fenhleodu,

life-sick flee under fen-slopes,

sécean wynléas wic; wiste pé geornor,

seek Joyless dwelling; knew  the more-surely,
pxt his aldres wes ende gegongen,

that  of-his life was end come,

dogera degrim. Denum eallum weard

of-days day-count. To-Danes all was

xfter pam welrZse willa gelumpen.

after that  slaughter-rush wish Sulfilled.

Hefde pa gefzlsod s€ pe &r feorran com
Had then  cleansed he who before from-afar  came

snotor ond swydferhd sele Hrodgares,
wise and  strong-hearted ball of-Hrothgar,
genered wid nide. Nihtweorce gefeh,
saved from  bostility. In-night-work  rejoiced,
ellenm@rpum. Hzxfde East-Denum
in-courage-glory. Had to-East-Danes
Geatmecga leod gilp gel®sted,
ofGeat-men prince boast fulfilled,

swylce oncypde ealle gebeétte,

likewise distress all remedied,
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inwidsorge, pé hie &r drugon
malice-sorrow, which  they before  endured

ond for préanjdum polian scoldon,

and  from  dire-constraints suffer had-to,

torn unlytel. Pxt was ticen sweotol,
grief  not-small. That  was token clear,
sypdan hildedéor hond alegde,

when battle-brave-one band  laid-down,

earm ond eaxle — p&r was eal geador
arm and  shoulder there  was  all  together
Grendles grape — under géapne hr(of).
of-Grendel grip under vaulted roof.

XIII « SIGEMUND AND HEREMOD

In the morning warriors go out to follow Grendel’s tracks to the mere, whose water
wells with hot blood where the doomed monster dived and hell received his beathen
soul. Riding back, they race their borses and say that no shield-bearer anywhere is
better or worthier of a kingdom than Beowulf, though they never fault Hrothgar.
A king’s thane skilled in old tales makes a new song of Beowulf’s venture. He
tells of Sigemund, who slew a dragon guarding a board, and of Heremod, whose
strength failed and who became a grief to bis people. Beowulf grows dearer to all
men, while crime takes hold of Heremod. Then Hrothgar and his queen walk
to the hall to see the wonder.

ba was on morgen mine gefra‘ege
Then was  in  morning by-my hearing

ymb pa githealle gudrinc monig;

around the  gift-hall warrior many;
ferdon folctogan feorran ond néan
went folk-leaders from-afar  and  from-near

68



geond widwegas
through wide-ways
lapes lastas.
of-batefid-one  tracks.

sarlic puahte

BEOWULF

wundor scéawian,
wonder to-see,
No his lifgedal
Not  his  life-parting

secga &negum

sorrowful  seemed of-men to-any

para pe tirleases
of-those  who  of-glory-less-one
ha he werigmod
how he  weary-hearted
nida ofercumen,
in-hostilities overcome,
fzge ond geflymed
doomed  and  put-to-flight
D&r ws on blode
There  was  with  blood
atol  y0a geswing
terrible  of-waves swirl
haton heolfre,
with-hot gore,
deadfzge deof;
death-doomed  dived;

in fenfreodo

hzpene sawle;

trode scéawode,
track looked-at,
on weg panon,
on  way thence,
on nicera mere
into oﬁwater-mons[erx mere
feorhlastas bzr.
life-tracks bore.
brim weallende,
water surging,
eal gemenged,

all mingled,

heorodréore weéol;
with-sword-blood  welled;

siddan dréama léas

after of-joys  bereft

feorh alegde,
in  fen-refuge life

laid-down,

pzr him hel onféng.

beathen soul; there  bhim  hell  received.

bPanon eft gewiton

Thence  back went
SWleC geong manig

likewise young many

ealdgesidas

old-companions
of gomenwape,

from  joyful-journey,
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fram mere modge
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méarum ridan,

from mere proud on-horses  to-ride,
beornas on blancum. Dzr was Beéowulfes
warriors on  white-horses. There  was of-Beowulf

mZrdo mZned;
glory proclaimed;
pxtte sad né nord

that south nor  north

ofer eormengrund

monig oft gecwad,
many  often said,
be s®Zm twéonum
by  seas between

oper n&nig

over vast-earth other none

under swegles begong sélra nZre

under of-sky expanse better  were
rondhzbbendra, rices  wyrdra. —
of-shield-bearers, of-kingdom worthier.

Né hie hiaru winedrihten wiht ne logon,
Nor  they  indeed friend-lord at-all  —  faulted,

gledne Hrodgir,
gracious Hrothgar,

Hwilum heaporofe

ac pxt was god cyning, —
but  that  was  good king.

hléapan Iéton,

At-times battle-famed-ones gallop let,

on geflit faran

in contest g0

fealwe meéaras,

bay borses,

O0zr him foldwegas fxgere puhton,

where  to-them  earth-ways
cystum  cude.
for-excellence  known.
guma gilphlzden,
man boast-laden,

sé Oe ealfela

he who very-many

fair seemed,
Hwilum cyninges pegn,
At-times of-king thane,
gidda gemyndig,
ofsongs  mindfil,
ealdgesegena
of-old-tales
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worn  gemunde — word oper fand 870
multitude  remembered word  other  found

sode gebunden — secg eft ongan

truly bound man  in-turn  began

sid  Beowulfes snyttrum  styrian,

venture  of-Beowulf with-skill to-stir,

ond on spéd wrecan spel gerade,

and  with  success recite tale apt,

wordum wrixlan; welhwyle  gecwd,

with-words vary; nearly-everything told,

pxt hé fram Sigemundel[s] secgan hyrde 875
that  he  about of-Sigemund tell beard

ellendzdum, uncipes fela,

courage-deeds, of-unknown  much,

Walsinges gewin, wide sidas,

of-Waelsing strife, wide  journeys,

pira pe gumena bearn gearwe ne wiston,

of-those  which ~ of-men  children well not  knew,

fzhde ond fyrena, biaton Fitela mid hine,

feud and  crimes, except  Fitela  with  him,

ponne hé swulces hweat secgan wolde, 880
when be of-such  something tell would,

éam his nefan, swi hie 4 w&ron

uncle  to-his  nephew, as  they ever  were

&t nida gehwam nydgesteallan;

at  of-hostilities each need-comrades;

hzfdon ealfela eotena cynnes

had very-many of-giants race

sweordum gesZged. Sigemunde gesprong

with-swords laid-low. To-Sigemund sprang
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885 after deaddzge dom unlytel,
after death-day glory  not-small,

sypdan wiges heard wyrm acwealde,

after in-war hard serpent killed,
hordes hyrde; hé under hirne stin,
of-hoard  guardian; be  under gray stone,
xpelinges bearn, ana genédde

of-prince son, alone  ventured

frécne dzde, ne wxs him Fitela mid;
daring deed, not was  him  Fitla  with;

890 hwapre him geszlde, Ozt pxt swurd purhwod
yet to-him befell, that  the sword pierced
wrtlicne wyrm, pxt hit on wealle ztstod,
wondrous serpent, that it in wall stuck,
dryhtlic iren; draca mordre swealt.
lordly iron; dragon  by-murder died.

Hafde  aglca elne  gegongen,
Had the-fearsome-one by-courage achieved,
pxt hé béahhordes brican moste
that  he  of-ring-hoard enjoy might

895 selfes dome; s&bat gehleod,
by-own  choice; sea-boat loaded,
bxr on bearm scipes beorhte frztwa,
bore  into  bosom of-ship bright treasures,
Walses eafera; wyrm hit gemealt.
of-Waels son; serpent  hot melted.

Sé wxs wreccena wide mZrost
He  was  of-adventurers widely  most-famous
ofer werpéode, wigendra hléo
throughout nations, of-warriors  protector
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ellend2dum
for-courage-deeds
siddan Heremodes
afier of-Heremod
eafod ond ellen.
strength  and  courage.
on féonda geweald
into  of-enemies power
snide forsended.
quickly dispatched.
lemede t0 lange;
crippled too  long;
eallum apellingum
to-all princes
swylce oft bemearn
likewise  often  lamented
swidferhpes sid

of-strong-hearted-one  venture

s¢ pe him bealwa to

he who in-him  of-evils

pxt pzt déodnes bearn

that  the  of-prince
federepelum onfon,
fatber-lineage receive,
hord ond hléoburh,
board  and  stronghold,
épel  Scyldinga.
bomeland  of-Scyldings.
m&g Higelaces

kinsman  of-Hygelac

BEOWULF

— hé pxs =&r ondih—,

he  for-that before  prospered,

hild  swedrode,
war-strength waned,
Hé mid Eotenum weard
He  among Jutes was
ford forlacen,
forth  betrayed,
Hine sorhwylmas
Him sorrow-surges
hé his léodum weard,
he to-his  people became,
to aldorceare;
as life-care;
Zrran m&lum
in-earlier times
snotor ceorl monig,
wise man many,

bote gelyfde,

as remedy trusted,

gepéon scolde,

son prosper should,

folc gehealdan,
lk rule
hazlepa rice,
ofheroes  kingdom,
He pzr eallum weard,

He  there to-all became,

manna cynne,

of-men to-race,
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915 fréondum gefxgra; hine fyren onwod.

to~friends more-pleasing; bim crime entered.
Hwilum flitende fealwe strzte
At-times contending bay road

méarum m&ton. ba was morgenléoht
with-horses  measured. Then  was morning-light
scofen ond scynded. Eode scealc monig
advanced  and ~ hastened. Went  retainer ~ many
swidhicgende t0 sele pam heéan
stout-hearted to  hall  the high

920 searowundor séon; swylce self cyning
curious-wonder to-see; likewise  himself  king
of  brydbure, béahhorda weard,
from  bride-chamber, of-ring-hoards ~ guardian,
tryddode tirfast getrume micle,
trod glory-fast with-company  great,
cystum gecyped, ond his cwén mid him
for-virtues known, and  his  queen  with  him
medostigge mat maxgpa hose.
mead-path measured of-maidens  with-train.
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XIIII - HROTHGAR’S THANKS

Standing on the steps beneath the gold-adorned roof and Grendel’s hand, Hrothgar
thanks the Almighty, who works wonder after wonder where the wise had despaired.
He takes Beowulf to his beart as a son and promises him whatever lies in bis
power. Beowulf answers that be wished to pin the fiend down, but God did not
let bim bold Grendel, who escaped leaving bis arm bebind; wounded, the monster
must await the Ordainer’s judgment. Unferth falls silent as the nobles gaze at
the steel-hard claws that no sword could bave barmed.

Hrodgar mapelode — heé o healle géong,
Hrothgar spoke he  to hall went,
stod on stapole, geseah stéapne hrof

stood  on step, saw steep roof
golde fahne ond Grendles hond—:
with-gold  adorned and  of-Grendel  band:

‘Disse ansyne Alwealdan panc

For-this sight to-Almighty  thanks

lungre gelimpe! Fela ic lapes gebad,
promptly be-given! Much I of-hateful endured,

grynna «t Grendle; a mzg God wyrcan

of-griefs  from  Grendel; ever  can God work
wunder zfter wundre, wuldres Hyrde.
wonder after wonder, of-glory ~ Shepherd.
D=zt wzs ungeara, bxt ic ®nigra meé
That was  not-long-ago, that I of-any  myself
wéana ne wénde t0 widan feore

of-woes  not  expected to wide life

bote  gebidan, ponne blode fah

remedy  to-live-to-see, when  with-blood  stained
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hasa  sélest heorodréorig stod, —

of-houses  best sword-bloody stood,

weéa widscofen witena gehwylcum

woe  far-reaching of-counselors  for-each

dara pe ne wéndon, pat hie wideferhd
of-those who not  expected, that  they ever
leoda landgeweorc lipum beweredon
of-people land-work against-foes  could-defend
scuccum ond scinnum. Nia scealc hafad
against-demons  and  against-specters. Now  warrior bas

purh Drihtnes miht dzd gefremede,

through of-Lord might deed performed,

0¢  weé ealle Zr ne meahton

which  we  all before  not could

snyttrum besyrwan. Hwzt, pxt secgan mag
with-wisdom contrive. Lo, that say may

efne swi hwylc megpa, swi Oone magan cende
even so  whichever  of-women, as that son bore

zfter gumcynnum, gyf héo gyt lyfad,

among mankind, if  she sl lives,
pxt hyre Ealdmetod éste wZre
that  to-her  Old-Ordainer gracious  was

bearngebyrdo. Nua ic, Beowulf, pec,

in-child-bearing. Now I, Beowulf, thee,
secgla] betsta, mé for sunu wylle
of-men best, for-me  as son will

fréogan on ferhpe; heald ford tela
love in beart; hold  henceforth  well
niwe sibbe. Ne bid pé [n]znigra gad
new  kinship. — willhe for-thee  ofmome  lack
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worolde wilna, pé ic geweald hxbbe. 950
of-world of-desires, which I power bave.
Ful oft ic for l®ssan lean teohhode,
Full  often I  for less reward granted,
hordweorpunge hnahran rince,
hoard-honor to-lesser  warrion,
sEmran ®t Ssxcce. ba peé self hafast
to-weaker — at  strife. Thou  for-thee thyself  bast
dzdum gefremed, pxt pin [dom] lyfad
by-deeds brought-about, that  thy glory lives
awa to aldre. Alwalda pec 955
ever  to  eternity. All-ruler  thee
gode  forgylde, swi hé na gyt dyde!
with-good  may-repay, as  he now  yet did?
Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ec[g]peowes:
Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:
‘We pzt ellenweorc éstum  miclum,
‘We that  courage-work with-goodwill great,
feohtan fremedon, frécne genéddon
fiaht performed, boldly — ventured
eafod uncuapes. Upe ic swipor, 960
strength  of-unknown-one. Wished 1 rather,

pxt Ou hine selfne
himself

thar  thou  him

feond on fretewum
fiend in trappings
Ic hine hradlice
I bim  quickly
on wzlbedde

on  slaughter-bed

geséon moste,
see might,
fylwerigne!
Jall-weary!
heardan clammum

with-hard grips

wripan pohte,
bind

thought,
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95 pat hé for mundgripe minum scolde
that  be  because-of hand-grip my should
licgean  lifbysig, batan his lic swice;
lie struggling-for-lie unless his  body  escaped;
ic hine ne mihte, pa Metod nolde,
I bhim  not  could, since  Ordainer  would-not,
ganges getwZman, no ic him pzs georne =tfealh,
from—going  binder not I him o frmly  bdd,
feorhgenidlan; was to foremihtig
life-enemy; was  too  overpowering
970 feond on fepe. Hwapere hé his folme forlét
fiend in  going However be  his hand left
to lifwrape last weardian,
for  life-protection track  to-guard,
earm ond eaxle; no pxr Znige swa peéah
arm and  shoulder; not  there any so  though
feasceaft guma frofre gebohte;
wretched man comfort bought;

nd py leng leofad ladgetéona

not the longer  lives hateful-ravager

975 synnum geswenced, ac hyne sar hafad
by-sins oppressed, bur  bhim  pain bas
in nidgripe nearwe befongen,
in  need-grip closely enclosed,
balwon bendum; d%r abidan sceal
in-deadly bonds; there  await shall
maga mane fih miclan domes,
son with-crime  stained great  judgment,
ht him scir Metod scrifan  wille.
how  him  bright Ordainer decree will”

78



BEOWULF

Da was swigra secg, sunu Ec[g]lafes,
Then  was  more-silent  man, son of-Ecglaf,
on gylpsprzce gudgeweorca,
in boast-speech of-war-deeds,
sipdan «pelingas eorles  crzfte
when princes of-warrior  by-strength
ofer héanne hrof hand scéawedon,
over high roof hand looked-at,
feondes fingras; foran ®ghwylc wes,
of-fiend fingers; in-front each was,

stif[r]a nxgla gehwylc style gelicost,

of-stiff of-nails each to-steel likest,
hzpenes handsporu hilderinces
of-heathen hand-spur of-battle-warrior

egl[u] unhéoru; Zghwylc gecwad,

spikes monstrous; each said,

pzt him heardra nan hrinan wolde
that ~ him  of-hard-ones none touch would
iren &rgod, pxt Oxs ahlzcan

iron  good-of-old, that  of-the  monster
blodge beadufolme onberan wolde.
bloody battle-hand weaken would.
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XV - THE GIFTS

Men and women hurry to adorn Heorot, hanging gold-woven tapestries along
the walls, though the ball is badly shattered and only the roof bas come through
whole; no one escapes death, which every soul must seek. Hrothgar and Hrothulf
feast in a ball full of friends, and the Scyldings as yet do no treachery. Hrothgar
gives Beowulf a golden banner, a helmet, a mail-coat, and a famous sword, and
has eight gold-bridled horses led in, one bearing bis own war-saddle. No one who
speaks the truth could fault such gifts.

ba was haten hrepe Heort innanweard
Then — was  commanded — quickly Heorot inside
folmum gefretwod; fela pzra was,
with-hands adorned; many of-them  was,
wera ond wifa, pé pzxt winreced,
of-men  and  of-women, who  that wine-hall,
gestsele gyredon. Goldfag scinon
guest-hall prepared. Gold-adorned ~ shone

995 web  «fter wigum, wundorsiona fela
tapestries  along walls, of-wondrous-sights  many

secga gehwylcum para pe on swylc starad.

of-men to-each of-those who ar such gaze.
Wes bzt beorhte bold tobrocen swide
Was that bright  building shattered badly
eal inneweard irenbendum fzst,
all inside with-iron-bands  fast,
heorras tohlidene; hrof ana gens
hinges sprung-apart; roof  alone  survived

1000 ealles ansund, pé se aglzca
wholly sound, when the  monster
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fyrend®dum fag

by-crime-deeds stained

aldres orwéna.
of—li e despairing.

to befléonne

BEOWULF

on fleam
in  flight
N6 pzt yde

Not  thatr  easy

gewand

turned
byd

is

to L’S(ﬂpe

ac gesécan sceal
but seek must
nyde genydde,
by-necessity  compelled,

grundbiendra

— fremme sé pe wille—,

let-try he  who will,
sawlberendra
of-soul-bearers

nipda bearna,
of-men  of~children,

gearwe stowe,

of-earth-dwellers prepared place,

pzr his lichoma
where bis  body
swefep xfter symle.
deeps afier  foast.
pxt to healle gang
that  to hall went
wolde self cyning
wished  bimself  king

Ne gefregen ic pa m&gpe

Not heard I that
ymb hyra sincgyfan
around  their  treasure-giver
Bugon pa to bence
Turned — then to  bench
fylle gefzgon,
in-feast rejoiced,
medoful manig;

mead-cup many;

legerbedde fast
in-death-bed  fast
Pa was szl ond mzl,
Then  was time and occasion,
Healfdenes sunu;
of-Healfdene son;
symbel picgan.
feast partake-of.
maran weorode
P(?OP[(.’ in-greatei’ Company
sél  geb&ran.
better  bear-themselves.
blzdagande,

glory-owning-ones,

feegere gep®gon
fairly partook-of
magas wra[n]

kinsmen were
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BEOWULF

swidhicgende on sele pam hean,
stout-hearted in  hall the high,

Hrodgar ond Hropulf. Heorot innan was
Hrothgar and  Hrothulf: Heorot within  was
fréondum afylled; nalles facenstafas
with-friends Sfilled; not-at-all treacheries
béod-Scyldingas penden fremedon. —
People-Scyldings at-that-time performed.

Forgeaf pa Beowulfe bearn Healfdenes

Gave then  to-Beowulf son of-Healfdene
segen gyldenne sigores to leane,
banner golden of-victory as  reward,
hroden hiltcumbor, helm ond byrnan;
adorned staff-banner, belmet  and  mail-coat;
m&re madpumsweord manige gesawon
famous treasure-sword many saw
beforan beorn beran. Beowulf gepah
before warrior  borne. Beowulf took

ful on flette; no hé pzre feohgyfte

cup in ball; not he of-that  wealth-gift

for sc[e]oten[d]um scamigan Jorfte, —
before warriors be-ashamed needed,

ne gefregn ic fréondlicor feower madmas
ot beard I more-kindly four  treasures
golde gegyrede gummanna fela

with-gold adorned of-men many

in ealobence o0rum  gesellan.

on ale-bench to-another give.

Ymb bxs helmes hrof héafodbeorge
Around  of-the  helmet roof head-protection
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wirum bewunden

with-wires wound

pxt him fela laf

BEOWULF

wala atan heéold,
ridge  outside  held,

frécne ne meahte

that  him  of-files remnant fiercely  not could

scurheard scepdan,

shower-hard barm,

ongean gramum

ponne scyldfreca

when  shield-warrior

gangan scolde.

against foes g0 had-to.

Heht 02 eorla hléo eahta meéaras
Commanded  then of-warriors  protector eight horses
fztedhleore on flet téon,

plated-cheeked into  hall  to-lead,

in under eoderas;

in under  enclosures;

sadol searwum fah, since  gewurpad;

para anum stod

of-them  on-one  stood

saddle with-skill ~ adorned, with-treasure honored;

pxt was hildesetl

that was battle-seat

donne sweorda gelic

when of-swords play

efnan wolde, —
perform wished,
widcapes wig,
of-widely-known-one  valor,
Ond 081 Beéowulfe
And  then  to-Beowulf
eodor Ingwina
protector  of-Ingwine
wicga ond w&pna;

of-horses  and  of-weapons;

héahcyninges,
of-high-king,
sunu Healfdenes
on  of-Healflene
nzfre on ore lxg
never  at front lay
donne walu féollon.
when  corpses foll
béga gehwapres
ofboth  of-each
onweald getéah,
possession  granted,
hét hine weél bracan.

bade  him  well enjoy.
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Swa manlice m&re péoden,

So manfully famous prince,
hordweard hzlepa heapor®sas geald

hoard-guardian  of-heroes battle-rushes repaid

méarum ond madmum, swa hy nZfre man Iyhg,
with-horses  and  with-treasures, as  them  never  man  blames,
s€ pe secgan wile s00 xfter rihte.

he  who say will truth  according-to  right.

XVI - THE LAY OF FINN

Hrothgar gives treasure to each of Beowulf’s companions and pays gold for the man
Grendel killed; God rules all men, and forethough is best. Then Hrothgar’s poet
sings of Finn's sons. Hildeburh, Hocs daughter; loses her brother Hnaef and her son
when a sudden attack falls on them in Frisia. With too few thanes left to drive
out the Danes, Finn swears a truce with Hengest, the fallen prince’s thane: the
Danes shall share the ball and the gifts, and no Frisian shall taunt them. Hnaef’s
pyre is built, Hildeburb has her son laid in the flames at bis uncle’s shoulder, and
the fire swallows the dead of both peoples.

bi gyt &ghwylcum eorla  drihten
Then  further to-each of-warriors lord
para pe mid Beowulfe brimlade téah,
of-those  who  with Beowulf sea-way traveled,
on pzre medubence mapdum gesealde,
on the mead-bench treasure gave,
yrielafe, ond pone &nne heht

beirloom, and the one  commanded

golde forgyldan, pone de Grendel Zr
with-gold  to-pay-for; him  whom  Grendel  before
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mine  icwealde, —

with-crime killed,

nefne him witig God

unless them wise God

ond Jdzs mannes mod.

and  of-thar man
gumena Cynnes,
of-men
Forpan bid
Therefore is
ferhdes forepanc.

of-race,
andgit

understanding

of-mind forethough.
leofes ond lapes
of-dear  and  of-hateful

on Oyssum windagum

in these

days-of-strife

bzr was sang ond swég

There  was song  and  music all together
fore Healfdenes hildewisan,
before  of-Healfdene war-leader,
gomenwudu gréted, gid oft wrecen,
Jjoy-wood touched, lay  often  recited,
donne healgamen Hropgares scop
when hall-entertainment of-Hrothgar poet
xfter medobence mZnan scolde,
along mead-bench tell was-to,
[be] Finnes eaferum, di hie se fer begeat.

about  of-Finn sons,

Hzled Healf-Dena,
Hero of-Half-Danes,

courage.

BEOWULF

swi hé hyra ma wolde,

as he  of-them more  would,

wyrd  forstode

fate  had-prevented
Metod eallum wéold
Ordainer all ruled

swa hé nu git déo.

as  he now yet does.
&ghwzr selest,
everywhere best,

Fela sceal gebidan

Much  shall  experience

sé¢ pe longe her

he who  long  here
worolde briced!

world uses!

samod =ztgzdere

when  them the sudden-attack
Hnzf Scyldinga,
Hnaef  of-Scyldings,
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1070 in  Fréswele feallan scolde.
in  Frisian-slaughter fall was-fated.
Né hiru Hildeburh herian porfte
Not  indeed  Hildeburh praise  needed
Eotena tréowe; unsynnum weard
of-Jutes good-faith; blamelessly was
beloren leofum xt pam lindplegan
deprived  of-dear-ones atr  the shield-play
bearnum ond brodrum; hie on gebyrd hruron
of-sons and  of-brothers; they by fate fell
1075 gare wunde; pxt wxs geomuru ides!
by-spear  wounded; that  was sad lady!

Nalles  holinga Hoces dohtor

Not-at-all - without-cause of-Hoc  daughter

meotodsceaft bemearn, sypdan morgen com,

decree-of-fate mourned, when morning  came,

02 héo under swegle geséon meahte

when  she  under sky see could

morporbealo maga, pzr hé[o] ®r mzste heéold

murder-bale ofkinsmen, where  she  before  most  held
1080 worolde wynne. Wig ealle fornam

of-world Jjoy. War all  carried-off

Finnes pegnas nemne féaum anum,

of-Finn thanes except few only,

pzt hé ne mehte on pzZm medelstede

so-that he not  could on the meeting-place

wig Hengeste wiht gefeohtan,

battle  against-Hengest at-all fight-out,

né pa wealafe wige forpringan

nor the woe-remnants by-war dislodge
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péodnes degne;
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ac hig him gepingo budon,

of-prince from-thane; but  they to-them terms offered,
pxt hie him oder flet eal gerymdon,
that  they for-them another  hall all would-clear,

healle ond heéahsetl,
ball and high-seat,
wid Eotena bearn
with  of-Jutes sons

ond =zt feohgyftum

and at wealth-gifts

dogra gehwylce
of-days on-each
Hengestes héap
of-Hengest troop
efne swa swide
even as  greatly
fzttan goldes,
of-plated gold,
on beéorsele

in beer-hall

Da hie getrawedon
Then  they pledged

feste frioduwzXre.

firm peace-treaty.
elne  unflitme

with-zeal  indisputably

pat hie healfre geweald
that  they  of-half control
agan moston,
own might,
Folcwaldan sunu
of-Folcwalda son
Dene weorpode,
Danes  would-honor,
hringum wenede
with-rings  would-favor
sincgestréonum
with-treasure-riches
swa hé Frésena cyn

as  he of-Frisians race

byldan wolde.

encoumge wauld.

on twa healfa

on  two sides
Fin Hengeste
Finn  to-Hengest
adum benemde,

with-oaths declared,

pxt he pa wealafe weotena  dome

that  he the woe-remnants

arum héolde,

with-honors  would-hold,

of-counselors  by-judgment
pxt O0%r Znig mon

that  there  any  man
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wordum né worcum

by-words or  by-works

né purh inwitsearo

nor  through malice

deah hie hira beaggyfan

though  they  their

déodenléase,

pa

lordless, since

gyf ponne Frysna hwylc

if then  of-Frisians
dxs morporhetes
of-the murder-hate
ponne hit sweordes
then it of-sword

Ad was gezfned,

Pyre  was  made-ready,
ahzfen of horde.
raised from  hoard.

betst beadorinca

best of-battle-warriors

At pzm ade wzs

At the was

pyre
swatfah  syrce,
blood-stained  mail-shirt,
eofer irenheard,
boar iron-hard,

wundum awyrded;
by-wounds
Hee

Commanded

destroyed;
0a

then

of-ring-giver

Hildeburh
Hildeburh ar

BEOWULF

brzce,
should-break,

w&re ne
trfﬂ[y not
zfre gemznden,

ever  should-complain,

banan folgedon
followed

slayer

him swa gepearfod ws;
needful

to-them  so was;

frécnan sprzce
any with-rash speech
myndgiend w&re,

reminder were,

sédan scolde. —

c€cg

edge should.
gold

gold

settle

ond icge

and  splendid [7
Here-Scyldinga

of- War-Scyldings
waxs on bzl gearu.

was on

pyre rmdy.

€pgesyne
easily-seen
swyn ealgylden,

swine

all-golden,

xpeling manig

prince many

sume on wale crungon!
Fell
ade

pyre

some in  slaughter
xt Hnzfes

of-Hnaef
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hire selfre sunu
ber own son
banfatu bzrnan,
bone-vessels burn,

€éame on eaxle.
by-uncle at  shoulder.

geomrode giddum.

lamented

in-songs.
Wand t6 wolcnum
Wound  to skies

hlynode for hlawe;

roared

before

bengeato burston,

mound;

BEOWULF
sweolode befzstan, 1115
to-flame to-commit,
ond on bzl doén
place

and on  pyre

Ides gnornode,

Lady mourned,

Gudrinc astah.

Warrior  ascended.

welfjra  mast,

of~slaughter-fires ~ greatest,

hafelan multon, 1120

heads melted,

donne blod =xtspranc,

wound-gates burst, then blood  sprang-out,
ladbite lices. Lig ealle forswealg,
hostile-bites  of-body. Flame  all swallowed,

gxsta gifrost, pira de p&r gud fornam

of-spirits  greediest,

béga folces;

of-both  people; was

of-those  whom

there  war

carried-off

was hira bl®d scacen.

their departed.

glury
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XVII - WEALHTHEOW’S PLEA

The Frisians go home, and Hengest winters with Finn, thinking more of vengeance
than of the sea; when a sword is laid in his lap, be does not refuse the custom.
Guthlaf and Oslaf voice their grief; Finn is slain in bis own ball, and the Danes
carry his treasure and Queen Hildeburh home. The lay ends and Wealbtheow
comes to Hrothgar, who still sits at peace with bis nephew Hrothulf. She bids him
be generous to the Geats and leave bis kingdom to his own kin, trusting Hrothulf
to honor her sons, and walks to where Beowulf sits beside them.

Gewiton him 82 wigend wica néosian,
Went themselves  then — warriors dwellings to-seek,
freondum befeallen, Frysland geséon,
offriends bereft, Frisia to-see,

himas ond heéaburh. Hengest 0a gjt
homes and  high-stronghold. Hengest  then  still
walfigne  winter wunode mid Finne
slaughter-stained ~ winter stayed with  Finn

[ea]l unhlitme; eard gemunde,

all without-choice; homeland ~ remembered,

peah pe hé meahte on mere drifan
though  that  he could on sea drive
hringedstefnan, — holm storme wéol,
ring-prowed-ship, sea with-storm  surged,
won wi0 winde, winter ype beléac
contended  against  wind, winter  wave  locked
isgebinde, op Ozt oper com

with-ice-bond, until  that  another —came

géar in geardas, — swi na gyt déd,
year into duwellings, as  now sl does,
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pa 0Oe syngiles séle bewitiad,

those that  continually season observe,
wuldortorhtan weder. Da was winter
glory-bright weathers. Then — was — winter
feger foldan bearm; fundode wrecca,
fair of-earth  bosom; was-eager exile,
gist of geardum; hé to gyrnwrzce
guest  from  dwellings; he of  grief-vengeance
swidor pohte ponne to szlade,

more thought than of sea-voyage,

gif hé torngemot purhtéon mihte,

if he  angry-meeting bring-about could,
pxt hé Eotena bearn inne gemunde.
that  he  of-Jutes sons within  remembered.
Swa hé ne forwyrnde woroldrZdenne,
So be  not refused world-custom,
ponne him Hunlafing hildeleoman,
when him Hunlafing battle-light,
billa  sélest on bearm dyde;

of-swords  best into lap put;

pxs wzron mid Eotenum ecge cade.
whose were among Jutes edges  known.

Swylce ferhdfrecan Fin eft begeat

Likewise bold-spirited Finn  afterward  befell
sweordbealo sliden 2t his selfes ham,
sword-bale cruel at  bis own home,

sipdan grimne gripe Guaodlaf ond Oslaf

after grim attack Gutblaf ~ and ~ Oslaf
xfter s®side sorge m&ndon,
after sea-journey sorrow lamented,
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1150 =xtwiton wéana dzl; ne meahte w#fre mod
reproached  of-woes  share; not could restless  heart
forhabban in hrepre. Da wzs heal roden
restrain in breast. Then  was ball  reddened
féeonda féorum, swilce Fin slegen,
offoes with-lives, likewise  Finn slain,
cyning on corpre, ond séo cwén numen.
king among  troop, and  the  queen taken.
Scéotend Scyldinga to scypon feredon
Warriors of-Scyldings to ships carried

155 eal ingesteald eordcyninges,
all  household-goods of-earth-king,
swylce hie =t Finnes ham findan meahton
such-as  they at  of-Finn  home find could
sigla  searogimma. Hie on szlade
ofjewels  of-cunning-gems. They on  sea-way
drihtlice wif to Denum feredon,
lordly woman to Danes carried,

I#ddon t6 leodum. Léod was asungen,
led to people. Lay was sung,

1160  gléomannes gyd. Gamen eft astah,
of-gleeman song. Mirth  again  rose,
beorhtode bencsweég, byrelas sealdon
brightened bench-noise, cupbearers gave
win of wunderfatum. bi cwom Wealhpéo ford
wine  from  wondrous-vessels. Then  came Wealbtheow  forth
gin under gyldnum beéage pxr pa godan tweégen
going  under golden circlet where the  good two
s&ton suhtergefederan; pa gyt wxs hiera sib xtgzdere,
sat nephew-and-uncle; then still  was  their  kinship together;
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&ghwylc 60rum trywe. Swylce pzr Unferp pyle 1165
each to-other true. Likewise  there  Unferth  spokesman
xt fotum szt fréan Scyldinga;
at feer sat  of-lord  of-Scyldings;
gehwylc hiora his ferhpe tréowde,
each of-them  bis  spirit trusted,

pxt hé haxfde mod micel, péah pe hé his migum nZre

that  he had  courage  great, though that be to-his  kinsmen  were-not
arfest =t ecga gelacum. Sprzc 02 ides Scyldinga:
honorable  at  of-swords plays. Spoke  then lady  of-Scyldings:
‘Onfoh pissum fulle, fréodrihten min,

‘Receive this cup, noble-lord my,

sinces  brytta! Pa on sxlum wes, 1170
of-treasure  giver! Thou in Joy be,

goldwine gumena, ond t6 Geatum sprac

gold-friend of-men, and  to Geats speak

mildum wordum, swi sceal man don!

with-kind words, as  should  one do!

Béo wid Geatas glad, geofena gemyndig,

Be to Geats  gracious, of-gifts mindful,

néan ond feorran pa  nu hafast

from-near and  from-afar (which)-thou now  hbast.

Mé man sxgde, pxt pu 8¢ for sunu wolde 1175
To-me  one said, that  thou for-thyself  as son wouldst

hereri[n]c habban. Heorot is gefzlsod,

warrior bave. Heorot is cleansed,

béahsele beorhta; bric penden pu mote
ring-hall bright; enjoy while thou  mayest
manigra médo, ond pinum magum l&f
many rewards, and  to-thy kinsmen  leave
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folc ond
people

rice,

and  kingdom,

metodsceaft séon.

ordainer-decree see.

gledne Hropulf,
Hrothulf,

healdan,
keep,

gracious
arum
with-honor
wine Scildinga,
friend  of-Scyldings,
wéne ic pzt hé
expect I that  be

uncran eaferan,
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ponne du ford scyle,
thou  forth

when must,

Ic minne can
I my hnow
pat he
that  he  the
gyf pa
if  thou

pa geogode wile
youths  will
Zr ponne he,
before  than  he

worold ofl®test;

world leavest;
mid gode gyldan wille
with ~ good repay will

gif hé pzt eal gemon,

of-us-two sons, if he that all remembers,
hwet wit to willan ond t0 wordmyndum
what we-two  for  pleasure and  for honors

umborwesendum ®r
before

to-him-being-a-child

arna gefremedon’
of-favors did.’

Hwearf pa bi bence, p&r hyre byre wron,
Turned  then by  bench, where  ber  soms  wers,
Hrédric ond Hrodmund, ond hzlepa bearn,
Hrethric and Hrothmund, and  of-heroes sons,

giogod ztgzdere;
youths together;

Béowulf Geata

pzr se goda sz,

where the good-one  sat,

be pZm gebrodrum twZEm.

Beowulf of-Geats by the brothers two.
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XVIII - THE NECKLACE

Beowulf is given the cup, two arm-rings, a mail-coat, and the finest neck-ring
the poet has heard of since Hama carried off the necklace of the Brosings. Hygelac
would wear that ring on bis last raid, when pride led bim into a feud with the
Frisians and be fell under bis shield, leaving it to the Franks. Wealbtheow bids
Beowulf enjoy the gifts and be kind to her sons, for every man in the ball is loyal.
Then Hrothgar goes to his rest, and the warriors bed down in the ball with their
weapons beside them, not knowing that one of them is doomed.

Him was ful boren, ond fréondlapu
To-him  was  cup  borne, and  friendly-invitation
wordum bewzgned, ond wunden gold
with-words offered, and twisted gold
éstum geéawed, earm[h]réade twa,
graciously  presented, arm-ornaments  two,
hregl ond hringas, healsbéaga m&st
garment  and rings, of-neck-rings  greatest

para pe ic on foldan gefregen habbe.

of-those that I on earth heard-of bave.
Nznigne ic under swegle sélran hyrde
None I under sky better  heard-of
hordmadum hzlepa, sypdan Hima =ztwag
hoard-treasure of-heroes, since Hama  carried-off
t0 pzre byrhtan byrig Brosinga mene,

to the bright city of-Brosings  necklace,
sigle ond sincfat, — searonidas fleah
Jewel and  treasure-vessel, cunning-hostilities  fled
Eormenrices, gecéas écne red. —
of-Eormenric, chose  eternal gain.
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Pone hring hafde Higelac Geata,

That ring bad Hygelac  of-Geats,
nefa Swertinges nyhstan side,

nephew  of-Swerting on-last time,

sidpan hé under segne sinc ealgode,
when bhe  under  banner treasure  defended,

1205 welréaf  werede; hyne wyrd fornam,
slaughter-spoil  guarded; him fate  carried-off,
sypdan hé for wlenco weéan ahsode,
when he  for pride woe asked-for,
fzhde t6 Frysum. He pa frxtwe wag,
feud with  Frisians. He the treasure bore,
eorclanstianas ofer yoa ful,
precious-stones over  of-waves  cup,
rice péoden; hé under rande gecranc.
mighty  prince; he  under shield fell.

1210 Gehwearf pa in Francna fxpm feorh cyninges,
Passed then into  of-Franks  grasp life of-king,
bréostgew&du, ond se béah somod;
breast-garments, and the ring also;
wyrsan wigfrecan wzl réafedon
worse warriors slain - plundered
xfter gudsceare, Geéata leode
after battle-carnage, of-Geats  people
hréawic héoldon. — Heal swége onféng.
corpse-field beld. Hall noise received.

1215 Wealhdéo mapelode, héo fore p@m werede sprac:
Wealbtheow spoke, she  before  the company said:
‘Bruc Jisses beages, Béowulf léofa,

Fnjoy  his  ring, Beowlf  dear,
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hyse,  mid hzle, ond pisses hrzgles néot,
young-man, — with  luck, and this garment use,

peéo[d]gestréona, ond gepéoh tela,

of-people-treasures, and  prosper  well,

cen pec mid crafte, ond pyssum cnyhtum wes

show  thyself with  strength, and to-these boys be

lara lide! Ic pé pzs lean geman. 1220
of-counsels  kind! I thee ofthat reward will-remember

Hafast pa gefeéred, pxt d¢ feor ond néah

Hast thou  brought-about, that  thee  far  and  near
ealne wideferhp weras ehtigad,
all life-long men will-praise,
efne swa side swi s bebuged
even as  widely as  sea  surrounds

windgeard weallas. Wes penden bpu lifige,

wind-home walls. Be while thou  livest,

xpeling, eadig! Ic p¢ an tela 1225
prince, blessed! I thee grant well

sincgestréona. Béo bﬁ suna minum

of-treasure-riches. Be  thou to-sons my

dedum gedéfe, dréamhealdende!
in-deeds kind, Jjoy-possessing!
Heér is ®ghwylc eorl oprum getrywe,

Here s each warrior to-other true,

modes milde, mandrihtne hol[d],

of-heart gentle, to-liege-lord loyal,

pegnas syndon gepw&re, péod ealgearo, 1230
thanes are united, people  all-ready,

druncne dryhtguman; do swi ic bidde!

having-drunk retainers; do as I bid?’
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Eode pa to setle. bzr was symbla cyst,
Went  then to  seat. There  was of-feasts  choicest,
druncon win weras. Wyrd ne capon,
drank wine men. Fate not knew,
geosceaft grimme, swa hit agangen weard
destiny grim, as it come-to-pass was
eorla  manegum, sypdan &fen cwom,
of-warriors to-many, when  evening  came,
ond him Hropgar gewat t0 hofe sinum,
and  himself  Hrothgar went to  court bis,
rice to raste. Reced weardode
mighty-one  to rest. Hall guarded
unrim  eorla, swi hie oft Zr dydon.
countless  of-warriors, as  they often before did.

Bencpelu beredon; hit geondbrzded weard

Bench-boards cleared; it spread-over was
beddum ond bolstrum. Béorscealca sum
with-beds and bolsters. Of-beer-drinkers  one

fas ond fzge fletraste gebeag,

ready and  doomed to-hall-rest bent.

Setton  him  t6 héafdon hilderandas,
Set for-themselves  at beads battle-shields,

bordwudu beorhtan; pZr on bence was
board-wood bright; there  on  bench was

ofer zpelinge ypgeséne

over prince ea:ily—xeen

heapostéapa helm, hringed byrne,
battle-towering belmet, ringed mail-coat,
precwudu prymlic. Was péaw hyra,

mighty-wood glorious. Was  custom  their,
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pxt hie oft w&ron an wig gearwe,

that  they often were for  war ready,

gé =zt ham gé on herge, gé gehwxper para

both at  home and in army, and either ofthose

efne swylce mzla, swylce hira mandryhtne

even at-such times, as to-their liege-lord

pearf geszlde; was séo péod tilu. 1250
need befell; was  the  people  good.

XVIIII - GRENDEL’S MOTHER

The warriors sleep, and one of them pays dearly for bis rest. Grendel is dead, but
an avenger lives: bis mother, who bas dwelt in the cold waters since Cain slew
his brother and fathered a race of monsters. She comes to Heorot to avenge her
son; ber onslaught is less terrible by as much as a woman’s strength in war is
less than an armed man’s. Swords are drawn, and she flees to the fen with one
of the nobles, the companion Hrothgar held dearest, and Grendel’s hand, while
the king grieves. Beowulf; lodged elsewbere, is fetched at dawn and asks whether
Hrothgar bas bad a pleasant night.

Sigon pa to slEpe. Sum sare angeald
Sank then  to sleep. One  sorely  paid-for
Zfenrxste, swi him ful oft gelamp,
evening-rest, as  tothem full ofien  befll

sipdan goldsele Grendel warode,

since gold-hall Grendel occupied,

unriht zfnde, op pzt ende becwom,

wrong did, until  that  end came,

swylt after synnum. bzt gesyne wear), 1255
death after sins. That  evident  became,
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widcap  werum, pxtte wrecend pa gyt

widely-known  to-men, that avenger  then  still

lifde zfter lapum, lange prage,

lived after  hateful-one, long time,
xfter gudceare; Grendles médor,
after war-sorrow; ofGrendel motbher,
ides agl®cwif yrmpe gemunde,
lady ~ monster-woman misery  remembered,

1260 s€ pe wateregesan wunian scolde,
one who water-terror inhabit bad-to,
cealde stréamas, sipdan Cain weard
cold streams, since Cain  became
to ecgbanan angan bréper,
as  sword-slayer to-only  brother,
federenmzge; he pa fag gewir,
paternal-kinsman; he then outlawed departed,
morpre gemearcod mandréam fléon,
by-murder marked buman-joy to-flee,

1265 wésten warode. banon woc fela
wilderness  inhabited. Thence  arose many
geosceaftgasta; was p&ra Grendel sum,
of-fated-spirits; was  of-them  Grendel one,
heorowearh hetelic, sé =zt Heorote fand
fierce-outlaw hateful, who at Heorot  found
wzccendne wer wiges bidan;
watchful man battle  awaiting;
pxr him agl&ca xtgr&pe weard;
there  him  monster to-grips came;

1270  hwapre hé gemunde magenes strenge,
yet be  remembered of-might strength,
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gimfxste gife, d0¢ him God sealde,

ample gift, which  him  God gave,

ond him t6 Anwaldan are  gelyfde,

and  bimself 1o Sole-Ruler for-grace  trusted,

frofre ond fultum; dy hé pone féond ofercwom,
comfort  and belp; therefore  he the fiend overcame,

gehn®gde helle gast. ba hé héan gewat,

bumbled of-bell  spirit. Then be  abject  departed,
dréame bedzled deapwic  séon, 1275
of-joy deprived death-dwelling  to-see,

mancynnes feéond. Ond his modor pa gyt
of-mankind fiend. And  his  mother  then  yet

gifre ond galgmod gegin wolde

greedy  and  gallows-minded undertake  wished
sorhfulne sid, sunu déod wrecan.
sorrowful Journey, of-son  death avenge.
Com pa t6 Heorote, dzr Hring-Dene
Came  then to Heorot, where Ring-Danes
geond bzt szld swzfun. Pa O®%r sona weard 1280
throughout ~ that  hall slept. Then there at-once  came

edhwyrft eorlum, sipdan inne fealh

reversal to-warriors, when inside  penetrated

Grendles modor. Waxs se gryre l@ssa

of-Grendel mother. Was  the  terror less

efne swa micle, swa bid magpa creft,

even 50 much, as is  of-women strength,

wiggryre wifes be w&pnedmen,

war-terror of-woman beside  weaponed-man,

ponne heoru bunden, hamere gepruen, 1285
when sword bound, by-hammer  forged,
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sweord swate fih swin ofer helme
sword with-blood  stained boar  over  helmet
ecgum dyhtig andweard scired.

with-edges  strong opposite shears.

Di wzs on healle heardecg togen

Then —was  in ball hard-edged  drawn
sweord ofer setlum, sidrand manig
sword over seats, broad-shield ~ many
hafen handa fst; helm ne gemunde,
raised in-hand  fast; belmet ~ (he)-not  remembered,
byrnan side, pa hine se broga angeat.
mail-coat  broad, when  him  the  terror seized.
Héo w=zs on ofste, wolde at panon,
She was in  baste, wished  out  thence,
feore beorgan, pa héo onfunden wes;
life save, when  she discovered was;

hrade héo «pelinga anne hafde

quickly  she of-princes one had
faste befangen, pa héo to fenne gang.
fast seized, when  she  to fen went.

Sé waxs Hropgare hzxlepa leofost

He  was  to-Hrothgar of-heroes  dearest

on gesides had be s@Zm twéonum,

in  of-companion rank by seas between,

rice randwiga, pone Jde héo on raste
mighty  shield-warrior; bim  whom  she  at rest
blzdfzstne beorn. Nzs Beowulf Ozr,
glorious warrior. Not-was ~ Beowulf  there,
ac was oper in Zr geteohhod

bur  was  other lodging before assigned
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xfter mapdumgife
aﬂer treasure-giving
Hréam weard in Heorote;

Outcry arose in

cape folme;

known  hand;

geworden in wicun.

come-about in
pat hie on ba
that  they on  both
fréeonda féorum!
of-friends
har hilderinc

gray  battle-warrior

with-lives!

syO0pan hé aldorpegn
chief-thane

when be
pone déorestan
the dearest

Hrape was to
Quickly was  to
sigoréadig secg.
victory-blessed  man.

éode eorla

went  of-warriors  one, noble

self mid gesidum

sum,
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mZrum Geate.

to-famous Geat.

héo under heolfre genam
Heorot; she in gore took

cearu wxs geniwod,

renewed,

sorrow was

Ne was paxt gewrixle til,

duwellings. Not  was  that exchange  good,
healfa bicgan scoldon
sides pay had-to

Pa was frod cyning,
Then  was wise king,
on hréon mode,
in  troubled  beart,
unlyfigendne,
lifeless,
déadne wisse.
dead knew.
Béowulf fetod,
Beowulf ~ fetched,

bire
chamber

Samod  ®rdage
Together-with  early-day
xpele cempa

champion

p®r se snotera bad,

himself  with ~ companions where the  wise-one  waited,
hwaper him Alwalda zfre wille
whether bhim  All-Ruler ever  would

xfter weaspelle

after woe-tidings

wyrpe gefremman.

change bring-about.
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Gang 0a xfter flore
floor

mid his handscale

Went  then  along

with ~ his  hand-troop

pxt hé pone wisan
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fyrdwyrde man

army-worthy ~ man

— healwudu dynede—,
ball-wood

resounded,

wordum n#gde

that  he the  wise-one with-words  addressed
fréan Ingwina, fregn gif him w&re
lord of-Ingwine, asked if  to-him had-been

xfter néodladu[m] niht get®se.

after urgent-invitation night  pleasant.

XX + THE HAUNTED MERE

Hrothgar answers that there is no joy to ask about: Aeschere, his confidant and
shoulder-companion in battle, is dead, killed by a restless slaughter-spirit avenging
Grendel. His people have spoken of two border-stalkers haunting the moors, one
in a woman’s likeness and the other, called Grendel, in a man’s form but larger.
They dwell in a secret land of wolf-slopes and windy beadlands, where a mountain
stream plunges under the earth; not far off, under frosted trees, lies a mere that
burns with fire at night, and a hunted bhart would sooner die on its bank than
enter. Help lies with Beowulf alone, and Hrothgar promises him gold if be returns.

Hrodgar mapelode, helm Scyldinga:

Hrothgar spoke, protector

of-Scyldings:

‘Ne frin pa «fter sZlum! Sorh is geniwod

‘Not  ask  thou  about Jjoys! Sorrow is  renewed
Denigea léodum. Déad is Aschere,

of-Danes to-peaple. Dead  is Aeschere,
Yrmenlafes yldra bropor,

of-Yrmenlaf elder brother,
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min ranwita ond min rzdbora, 1325
my secret-knower and  my  counsel-bearer,

eaxlgestealla, donne wé on orlege

shoulder-companion, when we in battle

hafelan weredon, ponne hniton fépan,

beads defended, when clashed  foot-troops,

eoferas cnysedan. Swy(Ic) scolde eorl wesan,

boars struck. Such should  warrior be,

[xpeling] ®rgod, swylc Aschere wzs!

prince good-of-old, such-as Aeschere was!
Weard him on Heorote t0 handbanan 1330
Became  for-him  in Heorot as hand-slayer
walg®st  wafre; ic ne wat hwader
slaughter-spirit  restless; I not know  whither

atol ®se wlanc eftsidas  téah,

terrible in-carrion  exulting return-journeys  took,

fylle gefegnod. Heéo pa fzhde wrec,

by-feast  made-glad. She  the  feud  avenged,

pé pa gystran niht Grendel cwealdest
in-which thou  yesterday — night Grendel killedst
purh h#stne had heardum clammum, 1335
through  violent ~ manner with-hard grips,

forpan hé to lange leode mine

because he too  long peaple my

wanode ond wyrde. Heé «t wige gecrang
diminished ~ and  destroyed. He in  battle fell
ealdres scyldig, ond ni oper cwom

oflife forfeit, and now another bas-come

mihtig manscada, wolde hyre m&g wrecan,
mighty evil-ravager, wished ~ her  kinsman  avenge,
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1340 gé feor hafad fzhde gestzled,

and  far bas feud carried,

pxs pe bpincean mzg pegne monegum,

as that seem may to-thane many,

s€ pe after sincgyfan on sefan gréotep, —
he who  for treasure-giver in  mind weeps,

hreperbealo hearde; ni séo hand liged,

breast-bale bard; now the  band  lies-(dead),
sé¢ pe eow welhwylcra wilna dohte.
he who to-you  of-nearly-all of-desires  availed.

1345 Ic pzt londbuend, léode mine,

I that  land-dwellers, people my,
selerzdende secgan hyrde,
hall-counselors say beard,
pxt hie gesawon swylce twegen
that  they saw such two
micle mearcstapan moras healdan,
great border-stalkers moors hold,
ellorg®stas. DZra oder was,
alien-spirits. Of-them  one was,

1350 pas pe hie gewislicost gewitan meahton,
as that  they  most-certainly know could,
idese  onlicnes; oder earmsceapen
of-woman  likeness; other  wretched-shaped
on weres wastmum wrzclastas trad,
in  of-man form exile-paths trod,
nzfne hé wxs mara ponne #nig man oder;
except he  was  bigger than any man  other;
pone on geardagum Grendel nemdon
bim  in  days-ofold Grendel ~ mamed
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foldbaende; no hie fzder cunnon,
earth-dwellers; not they  father know,
hweper him &Znig wzs Zr 4cenned
whether to-him  any was before born

dyrnra gasta. Hie dygel lond

of-secret  spirits. They  secret  land

warigead wulfhleopu, windige nessas,
inbabit wolf-slopes, windy headlands,
frécne fengelad, Oxr fyrgenstréam
dangerous  fen-path, where  mountain-stream

under nzssa genipu niper gewited,
under of-headlands mists down goes,

flod under foldan. Nis pazt feor heonon
flood  under earth. Not-is  that  far hence
milgemearces, pxt se mere standed;
of-mile-measure, that  the  mere stands;

ofer pZm hongiad hrinde bearwas,

over it hang frosted groves,

wudu wyrtum fast weter oferhelmad.
wood by-roots  fast water overshadow.

P&r mag nihta gehwZm nidwundor séon,
There (one)-may of-nights on-each bostile-wonder see,
fyr on flode. No pxs frod leofad

fire  on  flood. Not  so  wise lives
gumena bearna, pxt pone grund wite.
of-men of~children, that the bottom  knows.

Déah pe h&dstapa hundum geswenced,

Though  that  heath-stepper by-hounds barassed,
heorot hornum trum holtwudu  séce,
hart with-horns  strong Jorest-wood  may-seek,
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1370

1375

1380

feorran geflymed,
from-afar  put-to-flight,
aldor on ofre,

bank,

life on

hafelan [beorgan];
head

save;

Ponon ydgeblond

Thence wave-surge

won td wolcnum,
dark  to skies,
lad  gewidru,
hateful

storms,

roderas réotad.
heavens weep.
eft xt pé anum.

again on  thee  alone.

frécne stowe,
dangerous  place,
sinnigne secg;
sinful man;

Ic p¢ pa fzhde
I thee for-the  feud
ealdgestréonum,
with-ancient-treasures,
wundnum golde,

with-twisted gold,

before  he in

until

O%r

where
séc gif
wk if

BEOWULF

he

sooner  he life

feorh seled,

gives-up,

xr

Zr hé in wille,
will,
nis pxt héoru stow!
not-is  that

pleasant  place!

ap astiged
up rises

ponne wind styrep
wind

when stirs-up

00 bzt lyft drysmap,

that  air  grows-dark,

Na is se r&d gelang
Now is the help  dependent
Eard git ne const,

Region knowest,

pu

thou

yet  not
findan miht
find
pa dyrre!

Wldyﬁ[

thou  dare!

feo leanige,

with-money  will-reward,
swi ic &r dyde,
as I before  did,
gyf pa on weg cymest.
if  thou on

way comest.”
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XXI - HRUNTING

Beowulf answers that it is better to avenge a friend than to mourn him: every
man must die, so let him win glory first. He swears the monster will find no
refuge. Hrothgar and his men ride over steep paths to the mere, where they find
Aeschere’s bead on the cliff and the water welling with blood; sea-serpents lie on
the slopes, and Beowulf shoots one with an arrow. He arms himself in a woven
mail-coat and a boar-crested bhelmet, and Unferth, forgetting his drunken taunt,
lends him the ancient sword Hrunting, which bas never failed; Unferth himself

dares not risk the waves.

Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpéowes:

Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:

‘Ne sorga, snotor guma! Sélre bid Zghwzm,

‘Not  grieve, wise man! Better  is for-each,

pxt hé his fréond wrece, ponne hé fela murne. 1385
that  he  his  friend avenge, than bhe  much  mourn.

Ure ®ghwylc sceal ende gebidan

Of-us each must end  experience
worolde lifes; wyrce sé pe mote
ofworld  of-lifi les-achieve bhe who  may
domes ®r deape; pxt bid drihtguman
glory before  death; that  is for-warrior
unlifgendum xfter sélest.

lifeless afterward  best.

Aris, rices weard, uton hrape feéran, 1390
Arise,  of-kingdom guardian, let-us  quickly 20,
Grendles magan gang scéawigan.
of-Grendel ~ of-kinswoman track to-examine.

Ic hit pé gehate: n6 hé on helm losap,

I it to-thee  promise: not he into  cover  will-escape,
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né on foldan fepm, né on fyrgenholt,
nor into  of-earth  embrace, nor into mountain-wood,
né on gyfenes grund, ga pxr he wille!
nor into  of-ocean bottom, go  where  be will!

1395 Dys dogor pu gepyld hafa

This day  thou patience  have
wéana gehwylces, swa ic pé weéne to)
of-woes each, as I thee expect  of

Ahleop 92 se gomela, Gode pancode,

Leapt-up  then the  old-one, God thanked,
mihtigan Drihtne, pxs se man gesprzc.
mighty Lord, for-what  the  man spoke.

ba waxs Hrodgare hors geb&ted,

Then  was  for-Hrothgar horse bridled,

1400 wicg wundenfeax. Wisa fengel

steed curly-maned. Wise  prince

geatolic gende; gumfépa stop

splendid rode; troop-of-men  marched

lindhxbbendra. Lastas w&ron

of~shield-bearers. Tracks were

xfter waldswapum wide gesyne,

along forest-paths widely visible,

gang ofer grundas, [swa] gegnum for

going  over  grounds, s0 straight  she-went
1405 ofer myrcan mor, magopegna ber

over murky moor; of-young-thanes  bore

pone sélestan sawolléasne

the best soulless

para pe mid Hrodgare ham eahtode.

of-those who  with Hrothgar home  guarded.
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Oferéode pa
Crossed then
stéap stanhlido,
steep rocky-slopes,
enge anpadas,
narrow  single-paths,
neowle nassas,
steep headlands,
hé feara sum
he  of-few  one
wisra monna

of-wise men

op pxt hé fzringa
until  that  he  suddenly

ofer hirne stin

over gray stone

wynléasne wudu;

Joyless wood;

dréorig ond gedréfed.

BEOWULF

xpelinga bearn
of-princes son
stige nearwe,
paths narrow,
uncad gelad,
unknown — way,
nicorhisa fela;
of-water-monster-houses  many;
beforan gengde
abead went
wong scéawian,
plain to-view,
fyrgenbéamas
mountain-trees
hleonian funde,
leaning found,
water under stod

water  beneath  stood

bloody and troubled. To-Danes all

winum Scyldinga
to-friends  of-Scyldings

to gepolianne,
to endure,
oncyd  eorla

grief of-warriors

on pam holmclife
on the sea-cliff
Flod blode weéol
Flood  with-blood  welled

gehwm,

weorce on mbde
painful in beart
degne monegum,

to-thane many,

hafelan meétton.
bead found.

m

folk  at gazed

Denum eallum wazs,

was,

syO0pan Ascheres

to-each, when of-Aeschere

— folc t6 s@gon —
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1430

1435
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hatan heolfre. Horn stundum song

with-hot gore. Horn at-times sang

faslic f(yrd)leod. Fepa eal gesxt.

eager war-song. Troop all  sat-down.

Gesawon 03 xfter wzxtere wyrmcynnes fela,
Saw then  along water of-serpent-kind ~ many,
sellice s®dracan sund cunnian,

strange sea-dragons sea explore,

swylce on nazshleodum nicras  licgean,
likewise on headland-slopes water-monsters lie,

da on undernmzl oft bewitigad

which in  morning-time often attend

sorhfulne sid on seglrade,

sorrowful journey on  sail-road,

wyrmas ond wildéor. Hie on weg hruron
serpents and  wild-beasts. They on  way rushed
bitere ond gebolgne; bearhtm onggaton,
ferce and enraged; noise perceived,
gudhorn galan. Sumne Géata leod

war-horn sing. One of-Geats  prince

of flanbogan feores getwzfde,

with  arrow-bow oflife separated,

yogewinnes, pxt him on aldre stod
of-wave-strife, that  him  in life stood
herestrzl hearda; hé on holme wzs
war-arrow bard; be in sea was
sundes  pé s&nra, 0¢ hyne swylt fornam.
at-swimming the  slower, as  him death  carried-off.
Hrzpe weard on ydum mid eoferspréotum
Quickly was on  waves with boar-spears
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heorohocyhtum hearde genearwod,

sharp-hooked bard pressed,

nida genZged, ond on nzs togen,

by-hostility assailed, and onto headland  drawn,

wundorlic w&gbora; weras scéawedon 1440
wondrous wave-roamer; men looked-at

gryrelicne gist. Gyrede hine Beéowulf

serrible guest. Clothed  himself  Beownlf

eorlgew®dum, nalles for ealdre mearn;

in-warrior-garments, not-at-all ~ for life worried;

scolde herebyrne hondum gebroden,

had-to war-mail by-hands woven,

sid ond searofih sund cunnian,

broad  and  cunningly-adorned sea explore,

séo de bancofan beorgan cupe, 1445
that  which bone-chamber protect could,

pxt him hildegrap hrepre ne mihte,

that him battle-grip in-breast not  could,

eorres inwitfeng aldre gescepdan;
of-angry-one  malicious-grasp to-life barm;

ac se hwita helm hafelan werede,

but the  bright  belmet head protected,

s€ pe meregrundas mengan scolde,

that  which mere-bottoms stir bad-to,

sécan sundgebland since  geweordad, 1450
seek sea-turmoil with-treasure honored,
befongen fréawrasnum, swa hine fyrndagum
encircled with-lordly-bands, as it in-days-of-old
worhte w&pna smid, wundrum téode,

made  of-weapons  smith, wondrously  fushioned,
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besette swinlicum, pxt hine sydpan no
set with-boar-figures, that it afterward  not
brond né beadomécas bitan ne meahton.
sword nor  battle-blades bite  — could.

1455 Nas pat ponne m&tost mzgenfultuma,
Not-was  that then least of-mighty-helps,
pzt him on Jearfe lih dyle Hrodgares;
that  to-him in need  lent spokesman  of-Hrothgar;
was p&m heftméce Hrunting nama;
was to-the  hilted-sword Hrunting name;
pxt wxs an foran ealdgestréona;
that was  one foremost of-ancient-treasures;
ecg wxs iren, atertanum  fah,
edge  was  iron, with-poison-twigs  gleaming,

1460 ahyrded heaposwate; nzfre hit =t hilde ne swic
bardened in-battle-blood; never it in  battle —  failed
manna &ngum para pe hit mid mundum bewand,
of-men to-any of-those who it  with hands grasped,
sé Oe gryresidas gegin dorste,
he who terror-journeys undertake  dared,
folcstede fara; nxs paxt forma sid,
folk-place offoes; not-was  that first  time,
pxt hit ellenweorc zfnan scolde.
that it  courage-work perform  should.

1465 Huaru ne gemunde mago Ecglafes
Indeed  not  remembered son of-Ecglaf
eafopes craftig, pxt hé &r gesprac
ofstrength  powerful, what  be  before spoke
wine  druncen, pa hé pxs wzpnes onlih
with-wine drunk, when  he  the weapon lent
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sélran sweordfrecan;

to-better sword-warrior;

under jda

gewin

under of-waves  strife

drihtscype dréogan;

beroic-deed perform;

BEOWULF

selfa ne dorste

himself not  dared

aldre genépan,

life risk,

p&r hé dome forléas, 1470

there  he lost,

glory

ellenmZrdum. Ne wxs p&Zm odrum swi,

courage-fame. Not  was  to-the other 50,

gegyred hafde.
clothed bad.

sy0pan hé hine t gude

when be battle

himself  for

XXII - THE FIGHT IN THE MERE

Beowulf asks Hrothgar to protect his men and send bis gifts to Hygelac if he dies,
and to let Unferth have Beowulf’s own heirloom sword; be will win glory with
Hrunting or die. He dives, and after most of a day reaches the bottom, where
Grendel’s mother seizes bhim and drags bim to ber ball while sea-beasts tear at bis
mail. In a ball where the water cannot reach, lit by firelight, he strikes ber, but
Hrunting fails for the first time. He throws it down and wrestles ber to the floor;
she grapples back, be stumbles, and she sits on him and draws ber knife, but bis
mail turns the point, holy God decides the fight, and Beowulf stands up again.

Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpeowes:

Beowulf spoke, son

of-Ecgtheow:

‘Gepenc ni, se mZra maga Healfdenes,

‘Consider ~ now, the famous son of-Healfdene,

snottra fengel, ni ic eom sides fis, 1475

wise prince, now I am ﬁ:r—journey eager,

goldwine gumena, hwat wit

gold-friend

geo  sprxcon,

of-men, what  we-two  formerly

spoke,
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gif ic «t pearfe pinre scolde

if I ar need thy should

aldre linnan, pxt 0 mé a ware
from-life  depart, that  thou to-me ever wouldst-be
fordgewitenum on fader stzle.

departed in  of-father  place.

Wes pu mundbora minum magopegnum,
Be thou guardian to-my young-thanes,
hondgesellum, gif mec hild nime;
to-hand-companions, if  me battle  take

swylce pu 02 madmas, pé pu mé sealdest,
likewise ~ thou the  treasures, which thou me gavest,

Hrodgar léofa, Higelace onsend.

Hrothgar dear, to-Hygelac send.

Mzg ponne on pZm golde ongitan Geata dryhten,
May then by the gold perceive ofGeats lord,
geséon sunu Hrzdles, ponne hé on pxt sinc starad,
see son of-Hrethel, when he on  that treasure  gazes,
pxt ic gumcystum godne funde

that I in-manly-virtues good found

béaga bryttan, bréac ponne moste.

of-rings giver, enjoyed  while might.

Ond pu Unferd lzt ealde lafe,

And  thou  Unferth  let old  heirloom,

wrZtlic w&gsweord widcidne man

wondrous wave-sword widely-known ~ man

heardecg habban; ic mé mid Hruntinge

hard-edged bave; I for-myself  with Hrunting

dom gewyrece, opde mec déad nimed!

glory  will-achieve, or me  death  will-take!
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After p&m wordum Weder-Géata leod

After those words of Weder-Geats  prince
efste mid elne, — nalas andsware
hastened  with courage, not-at-all answer

bidan wolde; brimwylm onféng

await would; sea-surge received

hilderince. bDi waxs hwil deges, 1495
the-battle-warrior. Then — was  space  of-day,

&r hé pone grundwong ongytan mehte.

before  he the ground-plain perceive could.

Sona paxt onfunde sé¢ de floda begong

At-once  that found one who offloods  expanse
heorogifre behéold hund misséra,

fiercely-greedy beld bundred  of-half-years,

grim ond grdig, pxt p&r gumena sum
grim and greedy, that  there of-men one
xlwihta eard ufan  cunnode. 1500
of-alien-creatures  home from-above  explored.

Grip pa togeanes, gudrinc geféng

Grasped  then toward, warrior seized

atolan  clommurm; n6 py & in gescod
with-terrible claws; not the sooner inside  harmed
halan lice; hring atan ymbbearh,

sound  body; ring  outside protected,

pzt héo pone fyrdhom durhfon ne mihte,

so-that  she the war-coat pierce not  could,

locene leodosyrcan lapan  fingrum. 1505
locked limb-shirt with-hateful ~ fingers.

Bxr pa séo brimwyl[f], pa héo to botme com,

Bore  then  the sea-wolf, when  she  to  bottom  came,
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1510

1515

1520
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hringa pengel t0 hofe sinum,

of-rings prince to  dwelling ber,

swi hé ne mihte no — hé pZm modig wxs —
so-that he mot  could  however be s0 brave was
w&pna gewealdan, ac hine wundra pas fela
weapons wield, but  him  of-wondrous-creatures  so  many
swe[n]cte on sunde, s&déor monig

harassed in water, sea-beast  many

hildetaxum heresyrcan brzc,

with-battle-tusks war-shirt broke,

¢hton  agl®can. Da se eorl ongeat,

pursued  the-fearsome-one. Then the warrior  perceived,

pxt hé [in] nidsele nathwylcum was,

that  he in  bostile-hall some was,

pzr him nZnig water wihte ne scepede,

where  him no water at-all —  barmed,

né him for hrofsele hrinan ne mehte

nor  him  because-of  roofed-hall touch  —  could

fzrgripe flodes; fyrleoht geseah,

sudden-grip  of-flood; fire-light saw,
blacne léoman beorhte scinan.
brilliant light brightly shine.

Ongeat pa se goda grundwyrgenne,

Perceived  then the good-one bottom-accursed-one,
merewif mihtig; megenr®s forgeaf
mere-woman  mighty; mighty-rush gave

hildebille, hond sweng ne oftéah,

to-battle-sword, band stroke  not  withheld,
pxt hire on hafelan hringmzl  agol
that ~ her  on bhead ring-marked-sword  sang
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gredig gudleod.
greedy war-song.
pxt se beadoléoma
the

that battle-light

aldre scepdan,

BEOWULF

Di se gist onfand,

Then  the found,

gue:[
bitan nolde,

bite would-not,

ac s€o ecg geswac

to-life barm, but  the edge  failed
déodne =zt pearfe; dolode =r fela 1525
the-prince  ar need; endured  before  many
hondgemota, helm oft gescar,
of-hand-encounters, helmet  often  cut-through,
fzges fyrdhregl; 03 was forma sid
of-doomed-one  war-garment; then  was first time
déorum maidme, pxt his dom alxg.
for-precious  treasure, that  its  glory  failed.
Eft was anrzd, nalas  elnes lat,
Again  was  resolute, not-at-all  of-courage  slack,
m&rda gemyndig mZg Hylaces: 1530
of-glorious-deeds mindful kinsman  of-Hygelac:
wearp 04 wundenm&l wrzttum  gebunden
threw then  twisted-sword with-ornaments bound
ytre Oretta, pxt hit on eordan lxg,
angry  champion, that it on earth lay,
stid ond stylecg; strenge getrawode,
stiff  and  steel-edged; strength trusted,
mundgripe magenes. Swa sceal man dén,
hand-grip of-might. So must one do,
ponne hé «t gude gegin penced 1535

when he in  battle

longsumne lof;

long-lasting praise;

win intends

na ymb his lif cearad.
bis

not  about life  cares.
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Geféng pa be eaxle — nalas for fzhde mearn —
Seized then by  shoulder not-at-all ~ for feud worried
Gud-Geéata leod Grendles médor;

of War-Geats  prince of-Grendel ~ mother;

bregd pa beadwe heard, pa hé gebolgen was,
fung  then inbatle  bard, when be  enraged  was,
feorhgenidlan, pxt héo on flet gebéah.
the-life-enemy, that  she on floor  fill

Héo him eft hrape andléan forgeald

She bim  again  quickly requital repaid
grimman grapum ond him togéanes féng;
with-grim grips and  him against grasped;
oferwearp pa weérigmod wigena strengest,
stumbled then  weary-hearted of-warriors  strongest,

fepecempa, pxt hé on fylle weard.

foot-warrior, that  he in  fall was.

Ofszt pa pone selegyst, ond hyre seax getéah
Sat-on  then  the hall-guest, and  her  knife drew
brid [ond] branecg; wolde hire bearn wrecan,
broad and  bright-edged; wished ~ her son avenge,
angan eaferan. Him on eaxle leg

only offspring. Him  on  shoulder lay

bréostnet broden; pxt gebearh féore,

breast-net woven; that  protected life,

wid ord ond wid ecge ingang forstod.
against point and  against  edge entrance  prevented.

Hzfde 02 forsidod sunu Ecgpéowes

Had then  perished son of-Ecgtheow
under gynne grund, Géata cempa,
under wide ground, of-Geats  champion,
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nemne him headobyrne helpe gefremede,

unless bim battle-mail help had-given,

herenet hearde, — ond halig God

war-net bard, and holy God

geweold  wigsigor; witig Drihten,

brought-about  war-victory; wise Lord,

rodera Rzdend hit on ryht gesced 1555
of-heavens Ruler it in  right  decided

yoelice, sypan hé eft astod.

easily, once he again stood-up.

XXIII + THE GIANT SWORD

Beowulf sees an ancient sword, the work of giants, hanging among the armor;, and
strikes Grendel’s mother through the neck with it. Light fills the hall; be finds
Grendel’s corpse and cuts off the bead. Above, the Danes see the water fill with
blood and go home believing him dead, while bis own men wait. The blade melts
like ice in the monster’s hot blood, and Beowulf swims up with only the hilt and
the bead, which four men carry to Heorot and bear into the hall by the bair.

Geseah 02 on searwum sigegadig  bil,

Saw then  among armor victory-blessed  blade,

ealdsweord eotenisc ecgum pyhtig,

old-sword giantish with-edges  strong,

wigena weordmynd; pxt [wxs] wxpna cyst,—

of-warriors glory; that was of-weapons  choicest,

baton hit was mare donne Znig mon oder 1560
except it was  greater than any  man  other

to beadulice xtberan meahte,

to battle-play carry could,
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god ond geatolic, giganta geweorc.

good  and splendid, of-giants work.
He gefeng pa fetelhile, freca Scyldinga

He  seized  then belued-bils warrior  of-Scyldings
hréoh ond heorogrim, hringm®l  gebrxgd
ferce and savage, ring-patterned-sword drew
aldres orweéna, yrringa sloh,

of-life despairing, angrily  struck,

pxt hire wid halse heard grapode,
that her  against  neck bard gripped,

banhringas brac; bil eal Surhwod

bone-rings broke; blade all  went-through
fzgne fl&schoman; héo on flet gecrong,
doomed  flesh-covering; she  on  floor fell,
sweord wxs switig, secg weorce gefeh.
sword was bloody, man  in-work  rejoiced.
Lixte se léoma, léoht inne stod,
Shone  the  light, light  within  stood,
efne swa of hefene hadre scined
even as  from  beaven brightly  shines
rodores candel. Heé xfter recede wlat;
of~sky candle. He  along ball looked;
hwearf pa be wealle, wzpen hafenade
turned then by wall, weapon raised

heard be hiltum Higelaces degn

hard by bilts of-Hygelac thane
yrre ond anr®&d, — nxs séo ecg fracod
angry  and resolute, not-was  the  edge  useless
hilderince, ac hé hrape wolde
to-the-battle-warrior, but  he  quickly  wished
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Grendle forgyldan gulr®sa fela

to-Grendel repay of-war-rushes  many

dira  pe hé geworhte to West-Denum
of-those which  he made on West-Danes
oftor micle donne on Znne sid,
oftener  by-much than on one  occasion,
ponne hé Hrodgares heordgenéatas
when he  of-Hrothgar hearth-companions
sloh on sweofote, slzpende frt

slew in sleep, sleeping devoured
folces Denigea fyftyne men,

of-folk of-Danes fifteen men,

ond oder swylc at offerede,

and  other  such out  carried-off;

ladlicu lac. Heé him pzs lean forgeald,

loathsome ~ booty. He  him  for-that reward paid,

répe cempa, t0 Oxs pe hé on raste geseah
fierce  champion, to that-extent that he on bed saw
gudwerigne Grendel licgan,

war-weary Grendel lie,

aldorleasne, swa him &r gescod

lifeless, as him  before  harmed

hild =t Heorote. Hra wide sprong,

battle  ar Heorot. Corpse  widely — sprang,

sypdan hé =zfter deade drepe prowade,

when be  after death blow suffered,
heorosweng heardne, ond hine pa heafde becearf.
sword-stroke bard, and ~ him  then from-head  cut-off.
Sona pzt gesawon snottre ceorlas,
At-once  thar saw wise men,
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pa Jde mid Hrodgare on holm wliton,

those who — with Hrothgar on  water gazed,

pxt was jogeblond eal gemenged,

that was wave-surge all mingled,
brim blode fah. Blondenfeaxe,
sea with-blood  stained. Gray-haired,

1595 gomele ymb godne ongeador sprZcon,
old-ones abour  good-one together spoke,
pxt hig pzs =xJdelinges eft ne weéndon,
that  they of-the prince again  not  expected,
pxt hé sigehredig sécean  come
that  be  victory-exultant to-seek  would-come
mZrne péoden; pa Oxs monige geweard,
famous prince; then of-that ~ many  became-convinced,

pxt hine séo brimwylf abroten hafde.

that bhim  the sea-wolf destroyed bhad.
1600 Pa com non  deges. Nas ofggafon

Then  came  ninth-hour  of-day. Headland left

hwate Scyldingas; gewat him ham ponon

brave Seyldings; wens  bimself home  thence

goldwine gumena. Gistas sétan

goldfriend of-men. Guests sat

modes s€oce ond on mere staredon;

of-heart sick and on  mere stared;

wiston ond ne wéndon, pat hie heora winedrihten

wished and not  expected, that  they  their friend-lord
1605 selfne gesawon. — bi pxt sweord ongan

himself would-see. Then  that sword began

zfter heaposwate hildegicelum,

from battle-blood in-battle-icicles
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wigbil wanian;
war-blade  to-dwindle; that
pat hit eal gemealt
that it all melted
donne forstes bend
when of-frost bond

onwinded wzlripas,

BEOWULF

pxt was wundra sum,
was  of-wonders  one,
ise gelicost,

to-ice likest,

Fzder onlZted,
Father loosens,

sé¢ geweald hafad

unwinds pool-ropes, he-who  power has
szla ond mzla; pxt is s60 Metod.
of-seasons and  of-times; that is  true  Ordainer.

Ne nom hé in p&m wicum,

Not  took  he in  those
madmzhta ma,
of-treasure-possessions  more,

baton pone hafelan

except the head
since fage;
with-treasure adorned; sword

forbarn brédenmzl;
burned-up  patterned-blade;
xttren ellorg®st, s€
poisonous
Sona wzs on sunde
At-once  was in

swimming

wighryre wradra,

war-fall of~foes, water

wron ydgeblond

were wave-surges all

éacne eardas,

vast regions, when  the

duwellings,

was pxt blod to

alien-spirit, which

Weder-Géata léod,
of Weder-Geats ~ prince,

péh hé pZr monige geseah,
though  he  there many saw,

ond pa hilt somod
and  the  hilt

as-well

sweord Zr gemealt,

before  melted,
pxs hat,

was the  blood to  that-degree  hot,

p&r inne swealt.

there  inside died.
Xt secce

gebad
lived-through

s€ pe Zr

he who before ar  bardle

water Up purhdéaf;

up  dived-through;

eal gefZlsod,

cleansed,

pa se ellorgast

alien-spirit
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ofler lifdagas ond pas l®nan gesceaft.
left life-days and  this  transitory world.
Com pa to lande lidmanna helm
Came  then to  land ofseafarers  protector
swidmod swymman; s&lace gefeah,
strong-hearted swimming; in-sea-booty  rejoiced,

magenbyrpenne paira pe hé him mid hefde.

in-mighty-burden of-those which  he  him  with had.
Eodon him pa togeanes, Gode pancodon,
Went bim  then toward, God thanked,

Orydlic pegna heéap, péodnes gefégon,

mighty of-thanes  troop, in-prince rejoiced,

pxs pe hi hyne gesundne geséon moston.
because thar they  him sound see might.
ba was of p&m hroran helm ond byrne
Then — was from  the  vigorous-one helmet  and  mail-coat

lungre alysed. Lagu drusade,

quickly loosened. Water  grew-calm,

wzter under wolcnum, waldréore  fag.
water under skies, with-slaughter-blood  stained.
Férdon ford ponon fepelastum

Went forth thence on-foor-paths

ferhpum fegne, foldweg mzton,

in-hearts glad, earth-way — measured,

cipe strZte; cyningbalde men

known road; king-bold men

from pZm holmclife hafelan bZron

from the sea-cliff bead carried
earfodlice heora &ghwaxprum

laboriously of~them for-each
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feower scoldon

of-very-brave-ones; four bad-to

on p&m wzlstenge

on the  slaughter-pole
t0 pzm goldsele
to the gold-hall
op Ozt semninga
until  that suddenly
frome fyrdhwate
bold war-keen
Geéata gongan;

ofGeats going;

modig on gemonge

proud in company
Da com in gin
Then came in  going

d®dcéne mon

weorcum  geferian

with-difficulty carry
Grendles heéafod, —
ofGrendel bead,

to sele comon

to  hall came
feowertyne

fourteen

gumdryhten  mid

liege-lord with-them
meodowongas trad.
mead-fields trod.

ealdor Jegna,
chief  of-thanes,

dome gewurpad,

deed-bold man with-glory honored,

hzle hildedéor,
hero battle-brave,

Pa waxs be feaxe
Then —was by  bair
Grendles heéafod,
of-Grendel head,
egeslic for eorlum
terrible before  warriors
wlitesedn wrtlic;

spectacle wondrous;

Hrodgar grétan.

Hrothgar to-greet.
on flet boren
onto  floor  borne
pZr guman druncon,
where men drank,
ond pZre idese mid,
and the lady  with-them,
weras on sawon.

men  upon  looked.
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XXIIIT « THE HILT

Beowulf tells Hrothgar that Hrunting failed him and God showed him the giant
sword, whose blade melted in the monster’s blood; Heorot is safe now. The golden
hilt passes to the old king. On it is the origin of the ancient strife, when the flood
destroyed the race of giants, and runes on its gold plates name the man the sword
was first made for. Hrothgar praises Beowulf’s patient strength and warns bim
by the example of Heremod, a king who grew bloodthirsty and gave no rings. He
tells how God grants a man power until he forgets that it will end.

Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpeowes:
Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:
‘Hwat, wé pé pas szlac, sunu Healfdenes,
Lo, we  to-thee these sea-spoils, son of-Healfdene,
leod Scyldinga, lustum brohton
prince  of-Scyldings, gladly  have-brought
tires t0 tdcne, pé pu hér o locast
of-glory as  token, which thou here on  lookest.

1655 Ic pzt unsofte ealdre gedigde,
I that  not-easily with-life  survived,
wigge under wetere, weorc genépde
in-battle  under water work ventured
earfodlice; xtrihte wxs
with-difficulty; straightway  would-have-been

gud getwzfed, nymde mec God scylde.

fight ended, unless me God  had-shielded.
Ne meahte ic =t hilde mid Hruntinge
Not could I in  battle with Hrunting
1660 wiht gewyrcan, péah pzt wpen duge;
anything  accomplish, though  that  weapon  be-good;

128



BEOWULF

ac mé geude ylda Waldend,

but  me  granted of-men Ruler,

pxt ic on wage geseah wlitig hangian

that I on wall saw beautiful ~ hanging

ealdsweord éacen — oftost wisode

old-sword mighty most-often  guided

winigea léasum—, pxt ic dy wxpne gebrzd.
of-friends the-bereft, that I with-that  weapon drew.
Ofsloh 82 =xt p&Ere szcce, pa meé szl ageald, 1665
Slew then at  that fight, when  to-me  chance  granted,
hases hyrdas. ba pxt hildebil

of-house  guardians. Then  that  battle-blade

forbarn brogdenmzI, swi pxt blod gesprang,

burned-up  patterned-blade, as the  blood sprang,

hatost heaposwata. Ic pzt hilt panan

bottest of-battle-bloods. I the il thence

feondum =tferede; fyrend®da wrec,

from-foes carried-off; crime-deeds  avenged,

déadcwealm Denigea, swa hit gedéfe wazs. 1670
death-slaughter of-Danes, as it fitting was.

Ic hit pé ponne gehate, pxt pa on Heorote most
I it to-thee then promise, that  thou in Heorot mayest
sorhléas swefan mid pinra secga gedryht,

free-of-care sleep with  of-thy ~ men band,

ond pegna gehwylc pinra léoda,

and  of-thanes each of-thy  people,

dugude ond iogope, pzt pa him ondrZdan ne pearft,
of-veterans  and  of-youths, that  thou  for-them dread not  needst,
péoden Scyldinga, on pa healfe, 1675
prince of-Scyldings, from that  side,
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aldorbealu eorlum,
life-bale

for-warriors,

bia wzs gylden hilt

Then — was bilt

golden

harum hildfruman

gray war-chief
enta  Xrgeweorc;
of-giants  ancient-work;

zfter deofla hryre

after of-devils  fall

wundorsmipa geweorc;

of-wonder-smiths work;

gromheort guma,
bostile-hearted man,
mordres scyldig,

of-murder guilty,

on geweald gehwearf

into  possession passed
0Zm sélestan be
to-the best by
dara  pe on Scedenigge

of-those who in

Hrodgar madelode —

Scandinavia

BEOWULF

swi pu &r dydest’

as  thou before didst.

gamelum rince,
to-the-old

warrior,

on hand gyfen,
hand

into given,
hit on ®ht gehwearf
it into possession passed
Denigea fréan,
of-Danes  to-lord,
ond pa pas worold
and  when  this world

Godes andsaca,

of-God  adversary,

ond his modor éac;

and  his  mother  also;

woroldcyninga
of-world-kings
SEm tweéonum
seas between
sceattas dzlde.
dealt.

treasures

hylt scéawode,

Hrothgar spoke hilt looked-at,
ealde lafe, on dZm wxs Or writen
old beirloom, on  which  was origin  written
fyrngewinnes; sy0pan flod ofsloh,

of-ancient-strife;
gifen geotende

ocean pouring

when

of-giants

flood  destroyed,

giganta cyn,

race,
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frécne geférdon;

terribly they-fared;
écean  Dryhtne;
to-eternal Lord;

purh wateres wylm

through  of-water

Swa wxs on 0Fm scennum

So was  on the

purh ranstafas

in rune-letters

geseted ond ges&d,

surge

rightly

BEOWULF

pxt was fremde péod

that  was alien

him  pas
to-them  for-that  final-reward

Waldend sealde.
Ruler

people

endeléan

Lave.

sciran goldes

plates of-bright ~ gold

rihte gemearcod,

marked,

hwam paxt sweord geworht,

set-down and said, for-whom  the sword wrought,
irena cyst Xrest wxre,
of-irons  choicest first  bad-been,
wreopenhilt ond wyrmfah. Da se wisa sprac

twisted-hilted and

sunu Healfdenes
son of-Healfdene

‘Paxt, la, mxg secgan

“That, lo, may say

fremed on folce,
among  peaple,

performs
eald

old homeland-guardian,

eépelweard,

geboren betera!

born better!

geond widwegas,

through wide-ways,

din ofer péoda gehwylce.

thy over  peoples

serpent-adorned.

Then the wise-one  spoke

— swigedon ealle—:
fell-silent all:

sé€ pe s00 ond riht

be who truth and  right

feor eal gemon,

far  all  remembers,
pxt des eorl wazre
thar  this warrior  was

Blzd is ar®red
Glory is  raised

wine min Béowulf,
friend  my Beowulf,

thou it with-patience holdest,
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magen mid modes snyttrum.  Ic pé sceal mine gel®stan

strength with  of-mind wisdom. I to-thee  shall my Sulfill

fréode, swi wit furdum spr&con. Du scealt o frofre weorpan

friendship, as we-two lately spoke. Thou shalt  as comfort  become
eal langtwidig leodum pinum,
all long-lasting to-people thy,
hzledum t6 helpe. Ne weard Heremod swia
to-heroes as  belp. Notr  was Heremod s0

1710 eaforum Ecgwelan, Ar-Scyldingum;
to-sons of-Ecgwela, to-Honor-Scyldings;
ne geweéox hé him o willan, ac to welfealle
not  grew-up  he for-them to  pleasure, but  to  slaughter-fall
ond to déadcwalum Deniga leodum;
and  to  death-destruction of-Danes  to-people;
bréat bolgenmod béodgenéatas,
killed enraged-hearted table-companions,
eaxlgesteallan, op pat hé ana hwearf,
shoulder-comrades, until  thar  he alone  passed,

1715 m&re péoden mondréamum from.
famous  prince buman-joys from.

Déah pe hine mihtig God magenes wynnum,

Though  that  him mighty God of-might in-joys,
eafepum stépte, ofer ealle men
in-strengths  exalted, over  all men
ford gefremede, hwapere him on ferhpe gréow
forth advanced, yer in-him in spirit grew
bréosthord blodréow; nallas béagas geaf
breast-hoard bloodthirsty; not-at-all rings gave

1720  Denum xfter déme; dréamléas gebad,
to-Danes for glory; Joyless lived-to-see,
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pxt hé pas gewinnes
that  he  of-that strife
leodbealo longsum.
people-bale long-lasting.
gumcyste  ongit!
manly-virtue  understand!
awrec  wintrum frod.

have-recited  in-winters wise.

ha mihtig God

BEOWULF

weorc prowade,

pain suffered,

ba pe lzr be pon,
Thou thyself teach by  that,
Ic pis gid be pe

this  tale for thee

Wundor is to6 secgan,

Wonder — is 1o say,

manna cynne

how  mighty God of-men to-race

purh sidne sefan
through  broad  mind
eard ond eorlscipe;
land and nobility;
Hwilum hé on lufan
At-times he in love
monnes modgeponc
of-man mind-thought
seled him on éple
gives  him in  homeland

to healdanne

snyttru bryttad,

wisdom dispenses,

hé ah ealra geweald.
he owns ofall  power

lzted hworfan

lets wander
mZran cynnes,
of-famous race,

eorpan wynne

of-earth Jjoy

hléoburh wera,

to bold stronghold — of-men,

gedéd him swa gewealdene

makes him s0 subject

side rice,
wide  kingdom, that  he

his unsnyttrum

worolde dzlas,

of-world parts,

pxt hé his selfa ne mzg

of-it  himself not  can

ende gepencean.

in-his Jolly end conceive.

Wunad hé on wiste;

Duwells he in  feasting;

nd hine wiht dweled

not  him  at-all  hinders
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adl né yldo, né him inwitsorh

sickness nor  age, nor  him  malicious-sorrow

on sefa(n) sweorced, né gesacu ohwar

in mind darkens, nor strife anywhere
ecghete €owed, ac him eal worold

sword-hate  shows, bur  for-him  all world

wended on willan; hé pxt wyrse ne con—,
turns to will; he  the worse  not  knows,

XXV + HROTHGAR’S SERMON

Hrothgar goes on: arrogance grows in such a man while his soul’s guardian sleeps,
until the devil’s arrows strike him; be hoards what God gave bim, and after his
death another spends it freely. He urges Beowulf to choose eternal gains, for sickness,
sword, fire, flood, or age will soon overcome him. He himself ruled the Ring-Danes
for fifty years until Grendel came, and now thanks God that be bas lived to see
the monster’s bead. They feast, and at dawn the Geats prepare to sail; Unferth
has Hrunting brought and gives it to Beowulf;, who thanks bim for the gift and
speaks no word against the blade.

00 pzt him on innan oferhygda dzl

until that  him  in  within of-arrogance  portion
weaxed ond wridad; ponne se weard swefed,
grows and  flourishes; then the guardian sleeps,
sawele hyrde; bid se sl&p to fest,

of-soul keeper; is  the sleep too  fast,

bisgum gebunden, bona swide néah,

with-cares bound, slayer very near,

sé¢ pe of flanbogan fyrenum scéoted.

he who from  arrow-bow wickedly shoots.
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Ponne bid on hrepre under helm drepen 1745
Then is in breast under  helmet struck

biteran strzle — him bebeorgan ne con—,

by-bitter arrow bimself protect not can,

wom  wundorbebodum wergan gastes;

by-crooked strange-commands of-accursed  spirit;

pinced him o Iytel, pxt hé lange heéold,
seems to-him too little, what  he long beld,

gytsad gromhydig, nallas on gylp seled

covets hostile-minded, not-at-all in  pride  gives
fztte beagas, ond hé pa fordgesceaft 1750
plated rings, and  he  the future

forgyted ond forgymed, pxs pe him Zr God sealde,
forgets and neglects, of-that which  him  before  God gave,

wuldres Waldend, weordmynda  dzl.

of-glory Ruler, of-honors portion.

Hit on endestaf eft  gelimped,

It in end afterward happens,

pxt se lichoma lzne gedréosed,

that  the body transitory decays,

fege gefealled; fehd oper o, 1755
doomed falls; takes  other  over

sé pe unmurnlice midmas dzlep,

he who  without-regrer treasures deals,

eorles Xrgestreon, egesan ne gymeé.

of-warrior  old-treasure, fear not beeds.

Bebeorh pé  done bealonid, Beowulf léofa,
Guard thyself  against-that  evil-malice, Beowulf dear,
secgla] betsta, ond pé pat sélre gecéos,
of-men best, and  for-thyself  the  better  choose,
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éce rzdas;

eternal  gains;

m&Zre cempa!

BEOWULF

oferhyda ne gym,
beed,

arrogance not

Nua is pines maxgnes blzd

famous  champion! Now is  of-thy strength — glory
ane hwile; eft sona bid,

for-one  while; afterward ~ soon  will-be,

pxt pec adl o0dde ecg eafopes getwzfed,
that  thee sickness  or  sword of-strength deprives,
00%e fyres feng, 000e flodes wylm,

or of fire  grasp, o offlood  surge,

000e gripe meéces, 000e gares fliht,

or grip of-sword, or  of-spear flight,
000e atol yldo; 000e €agena bearhtm
or terrible  age; or of-eyes brightness

forsited ond forsworced;
fails
pxt Oec, dryhtguma,

and darkens;

that  thee, warrior,

Swa ic Hring-Dena
So I of-Ring-Danes
wéold under wolcnum
ruled

under skies

manigum m&gpa

geond pysne

semninga bid,
suddenly will-be,
déad oferswyded.

death

ove; rpowe vs.

hund misséra
bundred  of-half-years

ond hig

wigge beléac

and  them  by-war  protected

middangeard,

from-many tribes throughout  this middle-earth,
xscum ond ecgum, pxt ic mé Znigne
with-spears  and  with-swords, so-that I for-myself any

under swegles begong
of~sky

Hwzt, mé pzxs on

under expanse

Lo, to-me  of-this in

eple

homeland

gesacan ne tealde.

adversary  not  counted.

edwenden cwom,

reversal came,
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gyrn «fter gomene, seopdan Grendel weard,

grief after Joy, since Grendel became,

ealdgewinna, ingenga min;

old-enemy, invader my;

ic p®re socne singales wzxg

I from-that persecution continually ~ bore

modceare micle. bzs sig Metode banc,

heart-care great. For-this  be  to-Ordainer thanks,

écean Dryhtne, pxs de ic on aldre gebad,

to-eternal Lord, for-that thar I in life  lived-to-see,

pzt ic on pone hafelan heorodréorigne

that I on the head sword-gory

ofer eald gewin gagum starige!

after  old strife with-eyes gaze!

Gi nu o setle, symbelwynne dréoh

Go now to seat, féast—joy enjoy

wiggeweorpad; unc sceal worn fela

war-honored; for-us-two  shall  multitude many

mipma gem&nra, sipdan morgen bid.

of-treasures shared, when morning  comes.”
Geéat wxs gledmod, géong sona  to,
Geat was  glad-bearted, went  at-once thither,

setles néosan, swi se snottra heht.

seat to-seek, as  the wise-one  bade.

Pa waxs eft swi Zr ellenrofum,

Then —was again  as  before for-the-courage-famed,

fletsittendum feegere gereorded

for-ball-sitters fairly  feast-prepared

niowan stefne. — Nihthelm geswearc

with-new turn. Night-helm darkened
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1790 deorc ofer dryhtgumum. Dugud eal aras;
dark over retainers. Veterans  all  arose;
wolde blondenfeax beddes néosan,
wished gray-haired bed to-seek,
gamela Scylding. Geat unigmetes weél,
old Scylding. Gear  immeasurably  well,
rofne randwigan restan  lyste;
brave shield-warrior to-rest  (it)-pleased;
sona him selepegn sides wérgum,
at-once  him  ball-thane of-journey  for-weary,

1795  feorrancundum ford wisade,
for-the-far-come forth  guided,
s¢ for andrysnum ealle beweotede
who  out-of courtesy all attended-to

pegnes pearfe, swylce py dogore

of-thane need, such-as  in-that day
heapolidende habban scoldon.
battle-sailors have were-wont.
Reste hine pa ramheort; reced hliuade
Rested  himself then great-hearted-one; hall towered
1800 geéap ond goldfah; gast inne swef,
vaulted  and  gold-adorned; guest  within  slept,

op pxt hrefn blaca heofones wynne

until  that  raven  black of-heaven Jjoy
blidheort bodode. Di com beorht scacan
blithe-hearted ~ announced. Then came  bright  hastening
[scima ofer sceadwal; scapan onetton,
light over shadows; warriors  bastened,
wxron xpelingas eft t6 leodum

were princes back  to people
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fase to farenne; wolde feor panon
eager  to 20 wished  far thence
cuma collenferhd céoles néosan.
guest bold-spirited ship to-seek.

Heht pa se hearda Hrunting beran

Commanded  then the  bold-one Hrunting to-bear
sunu Ecglafes, heht his sweord niman,
son of-Ecglaf; bade  bis sword take,
leoflic iren; — segde him bas léanes panc,
dear iron; said to-him  for-that  reward  thanks,
cwxd, hé pone gudwine godne tealde,
said, bhe the war-friend good counted,
wigcraftigne, nales wordum log
war-skilled, not-at-all ~ with-words  blamed
méces ecge; pxt wxs modig secg. —
of-sword  edge; that  was brave man.
Ond pa sibfrome, searwum gearwe
And when  eager-to-set-out, with-armor ready
wigend w&ron; éode weord Denum
warriors were; went  honored  to-Danes
xpeling to yppan, p&r se oper was,
prince to  high-seat, where the other  was,

hzle hildedéor Hrodgar grétte.

hero battle-brave Hrothgar ~ greeted.
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XXVI « THE PARTING

Beowulf takes his leave, promising thousands of thanes, with Hygelac’ backing, if
Hrothgar’s neighbors ever threaten him; Hrethric will find friends among the Geats.
Hrothgar marvels at such wisdom in so young a man and says the Geats could
choose no better king if Hygelac falls. Beowulf has made peace between the peoples
for as long as Hrothgar rules; Hrothgar gives him twelve more treasures and kisses
bim, weeping, expecting they will not meet again. As Beowulf goes down to his ship,
Hrothgar’s gift is often praised; be is a king blameless until age takes bis strength.

Béowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgpeowes:

Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:

‘Na weé szlidend secgan wyllad

Now  we seafarers say wish
feorran cumene, pxt weé fundiap
from-afar come, that  we  are-eager

1820 Higelac sécan. Waron hér tela
Hygelac to-seek. Were-we — here  well
willum  bewenede; pa us wél dohtest.
to-our-desire  entertained; thou us well bast-treated.
Gif ic ponne on eorpan owihte meag
If I then on earth at-all can
pinre modlufan miran tilian,
thy heart-love greater earn,

gumena dryhten, donne ic gyt dyde,

of-men lord, than I yet did,
1825 gudgeweorca, ic beéo gearo sona.
of-war-deeds, I will-be  ready  at-once.

Gif ic pzt gefricge ofer floda begang,
If I thar learn over  of-floods  expanse,
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pxt pec ymbsittend egesan pywad,

that  thee neighbors with-terror  threaten,
swa pec hetende hwilum dydon,
as thee enemies at-times did,

ic 0¢ pusenda pegna bringe,

I to-thee  thousands of-thanes  will-bring,
hxlepa to helpe. Ic on Higelice wit,
of-heroes  as  belp. I o Hygelac know,

Geata dryhten, péah de hé geong sy,

ofGeats lord, though that he  young  be,

folces hyrde, pxt hé mec fremman wile
of-people  guardian, that  he  me support will
wordum ond weorcum, pxt ic pé wel herige
with-words  and with-works, that I thee well may-honor
ond pé o geoce garholt  bere,

and  to-thee as belp spear-wood  may-bear,

meagenes fultum, pzr 0¢ bid manna pearf.
of-might support, where  to-thee  is of-men need.
Gif him ponne Hrépric to hofum Geéata

If  bimsef  then Hretbric to  courts  of-Geats

gepinged péodnes bearn, hé mzg pzr fela

decides of-prince son, be can  there many

fréeonda findan; feorcypde béod

of-friends find; far-lands are

sélran gesohte pzm pe him selfa deah’

better sought by-him who  for-him  bimself is-strong’
Hrodgar mapelode him on andsware:
Hrothgar spoke him  in answer:

‘be pa wordcwydas wigtig Drihten

“To-thee those words wise Lord
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on sefan sende; ne hyrde ic snotorlicor

into  mind sent; not  heard I more-wisely

on swia geongum feore guman pingian.

in 50 young life man speak.

Pa eart magenes strang, ond on mode frod,

Thou  art in-strength strong, and in  mind wise,
1845 wis  wordcwida! Wen  ic talige,

prudent of-words! Expectation I count,

gif pxt geganged, pxt Je gar nymed,

if that happens, that  that spear takes,

hild heorugrimme Hreples eaferan,

battle sword-grim of-Hrethel son,

adl  opde iren ealdor dinne,

sickness  or iron lord thy,

folces hyrde, ond pu pin feorh hafast,

of-people  guardian, and  thou thy life bast,
1850 pxt pe Sx-Geatas sélran nxbben

that  that  Sea-Geats better have-not

to gec€osenne cyning Znigne,

to choose king any,

hordweard hzlepa, gyf pu healdan wylt

hoard-guardian  of-heroes, if  thou bold wilt
maga rice. Meé bpin modsefa
of-kinsmen  kingdom. Me  thy spirit

licad leng swa wel, leofa Béowulf.
pleases  the-longer  the  better, dear Beowulf:

1855 Hafast pu gefered, pzt pam folcum sceal,
Hast thou  brought-about, that  for-the  peoples shall,
Geéata leodum ond Gar-Denum
of-Geats  to-people and  to-Spear-Danes
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sib gem&ne, ond sacu restan,
peace shared, and  strife rest,
inwitnipas, pé hie Zr drugon,
malice-enmities, which  they before  endured,
wesan, penden ic wealde widan rices,
be, while I rule wide  kingdom,
mipmas gem&ne, manig operne 1860
treasures shared, many other
godum gegréttan ofer ganotes bzd;
with-good-things greet over  of-gannet  bath;
sceal hringnaca ofer heafu bringan
shall ringed-ship over seas bring
lic ond luftacen. Ic pa léode wat
gifts and  love-tokens. I the people  know
gé wid feond g& wid fréond feeste geworhte,
both  toward  foe and toward  friend firmly disposed,
Zghwes untZle ealde wisan’ 1865
in-every-way  blameless in-old  manner’
ba git him eorla hléo inne gesealde,
Then yet  him  of-warriors protector within gave,
mago Healfdenes mipmas twelfe;
son of-Healfdene treasures twelve;
hét [h]ine mid pzm lacum leode swzse
bade him with  those gifts peaple dear
sécean on gesyntum, sniide eft cuman.
seek in safety, quickly  again come.
Gecyste  pa cyning «pelum god, 1870
Kissed then king in-lineage  good,
péoden Scyldinga degn[a] betstan
prince of-Scyldings of-thanes best
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ond be healse genam; hruron him tgaras
and by neck took; fell from-bim  tears
blondenfeaxum. Him was béga wén
from-the-gray-haired. To-him  was  of-both expectation
ealdum infrodum, opres  swidor,

to-old very-wise, of-second  more-strongly,

1875 paxt hlile seodda(n) [no] geséon moston,
that they afterward not see might,
modige on meple. Was him se man to pon léof,
brave-ones  in  council. Was  to-him the man to  that  deas
pxt hé pone bréostwylm forberan ne mehte;
that  he the breast-surge restrain not  could;
ac him on hrepre hygebendum fest
but  him  in  breast by-heart-bonds fast
xfter déorum men dyrne langad
for dear man secret longing

1830 born wid blode. Him Beéowulf panan,
burned  in blood. Himself  Beowulf thence,
gudrinc goldwlanc graesmoldan tred
warrior gold-proud grass-earth trod
since  hrémig; s&genga bad
in-treasure  exulting; sea-goer  waited
age[n]dfréan, s€ pe on ancre rad.
owner-lord, that which at anchor  rode.

Pa wzs on gange gifu Hrodgares
Then —was  on  journey gift of-Hrothgar

1885 oft geahted; pxt wxs an cyning

often praised; that  was  peerless king
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Zghwas orleahtre, op pzt hine yldo benam
in-every-way  blameless, until  that  him age  deprived
magenes wynnum, s€¢ pe oft manegum scod.
of-strength of-joys, that which often to-many harmed.

XXVII - HYGD AND THRYTH

The Geats board their ship, Beowulf gives the Danish boat-guard a gold-bound
sword, and the ship sails home to the Geatish cliffs. The treasure is carried up
toward Hygelack hall, where bis young queen Hygd is wise and generous with
gifts. The poet contrasts ber with Thryth, a queen who had put to death any man
but her lord who dared to look at ber. Married to Offa, she changed her ways
and became famous for ber goodness, while Offa ruled wisely and was praised

for his gifts and bis wars.

Cwom pa to flode felamodigra,

Came then to sea of-very-brave-ones,

hagstealdra [héap]; hringnet bzron,

of-young-warriors troop; ring-nets bore,

locene leodosyrcan. Landweard onfand 1890
locked limb-shirts. Coast-guard ~ perceived

eftsid eorla, swi hée zr dyde;

return  of-warriors, as be  before  did;

no hé mid hearme of hlides nosan

not  he  with insult from  of=cliff  beadland

gxs(tas) grétte, ac him toggeanes rad,

the-strangers  greeted, but  them toward rode,

cwzd pxt wilcuman Wedera léodum

said that welcome of-Weders  to-people

scapan scirhame to scipe foron. 1895
warriors  bright-armored to  ship went.
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Pi was on sande

Then —was  on sand

hladen herewZdum

laden with-war-garments

méarum ond madmum;

with-horses  and

ofer Hrodgares
over of-Hrothgar

Heé pzm batwearde
to-the

He boat-guard

swurd gesealde,
sword

gave,

on meodubence

on mead-bench
yrfelafe. Gewat
by-heirloom. Went

dréfan déop water,
to-stir
ba
Then

deep water,
wxs be mzste
was by mast
fest;
fast;

n6 pxr wegflotan

sale

segl

sail with-rope

not  there  wave-floater
sides getwfde;
from-journey bindered;

fleat famigheals
floated  foamy-necked

bundenstefna

bound-prow

with-treasures;

over

BEOWULF

s&géap naca

sea-curved  vessel

hringedstefna,
ring-prowed-ship,
mzst hlifade

mast towered

hordgestréonum.

hoard-treasures.

bunden golde
bound  with-gold
paxt hé sydpan wes
afterward
py weorbra,
the

that  he was

mipme
more-honored,

by-treasure

him on naca

itself  onward  vessel
Dena land ofgeaf.
left.

merehregla sum,

of-Danes  land

of-sea-garments one,

sundwudu punede;

sea-wood groaned;

wind ofer youm

wind  over  waves

s&genga for,

sea-goer went,

ford ofer yde,
forth

over wave,

ofer brimstréamas,

sea-streams,
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pxt hie Geéata clifu ongitan meahton,
that  they of-Geats  cliffs perceive could,
ciupe nxssas; céol ap geprang

known  headlands; keel  up pressed
lyftgeswenced, on lande stod.

wind-driven, on land  stood.

Hrape was =zt holme hydweard geara,
Quickly was  at sea harbor-guard  ready,
sé¢ pe &r lange tid léofra manna 1915
be who before  long  time for-dear men

fas =zt farode feor wlatode;

eager at shore far  bad-gazed;

szlde t6 sande sidfepme scip

moored  to sand broad-bosomed  ship

oncerbendum fzst, py l®s hym jpa Orym

with-anchor-bonds  fast, by-that ~ less it of-waves  force

wudu wynsuman forwrecan meahte.

wood winsome destroy could.

Het pa ap beran xpelinga gestréon, 1920
Commanded then up  to-bear of-princes treasure,

fretwe ond fztgold; nzs him feor panon

ornaments  and  plated-gold; not-was to-them  far thence

0 gesécanne sinces bryttan,

to seek of-treasure giver,

Higelac Hrépling, p&r xt him wunad

Hygelac Hrethling, where at  home dwells

selfa mid gesidum s&wealle néah.

himself ~ with ~ companions sea-wall near.
Bold was betlic, bregorof cyning, 1925
Building ~ was  splendid, prince-brave  king,
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héa healle, Hygd swide geong,

high  in-hall, Hygd very young,
wis wélpungen, péah de wintra Iyt
wise  well-accomplished, though that of-winters few

under burhlocan gebiden habbe,

within fortress lived-through bas,

Harepes dohtor; nzs hio hniah swa péah,
of-Haereth daughter; not-was  she  mean  so  though,
né to gnéad gifa Geéata léodum,

nor too sparing  of-gifis of-Geats  to-people,
mapmgestréona. Mod Pryde [ne] wag,
of-treasure-riches. Pride  of-Thryth  not bore,
fremu folces cwén, firen’ ondrysne;

excellent  of-people  queen, crime terrible;

nZnig paxt dorste déor genépan

none that dared bold undertake

sw&sra gesila, nefne sinfréa,

of-dear companions, except  great-lord,

pxt hire an daxges €agum starede;

that  to-her on  by-day with-eyes  gazed;

ac him w=albende weotode tealde

bur  for-him  slaughter-bonds destined counted
handgewripene; hrape seopdan wzxs
hand-twisted; quickly  afterward  was

xfter mundgripe méce gepinged,

after bhand-grip sword appointed,

pxt hit sceadenmzl scjran moste,

that it patterned-blade settle might,
cwealmbealu  cydan. Ne bid swylc cwénlic
death-bale make-known. Nor is such queenly
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idese  to efnanne,
for-woman to  perform,
patte freoduwebbe

that peace-weaver

xfter ligetorne

after  pretended-injury

Haru pzt onhohsnod|e]
Indeed  that stopped

ealodrincende

ale-drinking-ones other

pzt hio leéodbealewa

that  she of-people-evils

inwitnida,

of-malicious-acts, after

gyfen goldhroden
given gold-adorned
zdelum diore,
in-lineage dear,
ofer fealone flod
over tawny  flood
side gesohte;
by-journey sought;
in gumstole,

on throne,

lifgesceafta

oflife-lot living

hiold héahlufan
held high-love

ealles moncynnes
of-all mankind

BEOWULF

péah de hio Znlicu sy,
though that  she  peerless  be,
féores onsce
of i deprive
léofne mannan.
dear man.
Hemminges mzg:

of-Hemmin, kinsman:
g

o0er szdan,

said,
l&s gefremede,

less performed,

sy00an Zrest weard

first was

geongum  cempan,

to-young champion,

sy0dan hio Offan flet
when she  of-Offa  hall

be fzder lare
by  of-father counsel

d&r hio syddan well
where she  afierward  well
gode mZre,
for-good  famous,

lifigende breac,

made-use,

wid halepa brego,

with  of-heroes  prince,

mine gefrzge

by-my  bearing
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pone sélestan bi s@m twéonum,
the best by seas between,
eormencynnes; fordam Offa wzxs
of-vast-race; because Offa  was
geofum ond gadum, gircéne man,
for-gifts and  for-wars, spear-bold ~ man,
wide geweordod, wisdome heéold
widely honored, with-wisdom  held

1960 &del  sinne; — ponon Eomér woc
homeland bis; thence Eomer  arose
hxledum to helpe, Hem[m]inges m&g,
to-heroes as help, of-Hemming kinsman,
nefa  Garmundes, nida  creftig.
grandson of-Garmund, ofbostilivies  skilled.

XXVIII - FREAWARU

Beowulf and bis men walk up the shore to Hygelac’s ball, where Queen Hygd pours
the mead and Hygelac asks how the voyage went, confessing that be bad begged
Beowulf not to go. Beowulf tells of avenging Hrothgar’s sorrow on Grendel and
of his welcome in Heorot, where Hrothgar seated him beside bis own son and
Hrothgar’s daughter Freawaru carried the ale-cup. She is promised to Ingeld, son
of Froda, to settle the feud with the Heathobards, but Beowulf doubts the peace
will hold: when she enters Ingelds ball with ber Danish retinue, the Heathobards
will see their ancestors” beirlooms gleaming on the Danes.

Gewat him 03 se hearda mid his hondscole
Went himself then the  bold-one with  his  band-troop
sylf e«fter sande s&wong tredan,
himself  along shore sea-plain  to-tread,
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wide warodas. Woruldcandel scan, 1965
wide shores. World-candle shone,

sigel sadan  fus. Hi si0 drugon,

sun  from-south hastening They journey accomplished,

elne ge€odon, to Oxs Jde eorla hléo,

with-courage went, to  that-(place) where of-warriors protector,

bonan Ongenpéoes burgum in innan,

slayer of-Ongentheow strongholds — in  within,

geongne gudcyning godne gefranon

young war-king good heard

hringas dzlan. Higelace was 1970
rings to-deal. To-Hygelac  was

si0  Béowulfes snade gecyded,

Journey  of-Beowulf quickly  made-known,
pxt 0%r on wordig wigendra hleéo,
that  there into  enclosure of-warriors  protector,
lindgestealla lifigende cwom,
shield-comrade living came,
headolaces hal to hofe gongan.
from-battle-play unhurt to court  walking
Hrade was gerymed, swa se rica  bebeéad, 1975
Quickly was cleared, as  the mighty-one commanded,
fedegestum flet innanweard.
for-foot-guests hall inside.
Geszt pa wid  sylfne s€ 0d smcce genas,
Sat then  beside  (him)-himself be-who then  strife  survived,
m&g wid mxge, sy0dan mandryhten
kinsman ~ with  kinsman, after liege-lord

purh hléodorcwyde holdne gegrétte,
with formal-speech loyal greeted,

151



1980

1985

1990

meéaglum wordum.

with-weighty words.

geond pxt healreced

throughout  that

lufode da léode,

cared-for  the  people,

hzleSum t56 handa.

ball-building

BEOWULF

Meoduscencum hwearf
With-mead-cups
Hzredes dohtor,
of-Haereth

went

daughter,
liowge ber
bore

drink-cup

Higelic ongan

to-heroes into  hand. Hygelac began
sinne  geseldan in sele pam hean

bis hall-companion in  hall  the high
fegre  fricgcean, hyne fyrwet brzc,
courteously  to-question, him  curiosity  pressed,
hwylce Sz-Geéata sidas w&ron:

what of-Sea-Geats adventures were:

‘Ha lomp €ow on lade, leofa Biowulf,
‘How  fared-it for-you on  journey, dear Beowulf,
pa oOu feringa feorr gehogodest

when  thou  suddenly far resolvedst

sxcce sécean ofer sealt wzter,

strife to-seek over  salt water,

hilde t6 Hiorote? Ac ou Hrodgare
battle  at Heorot? But  thou  for-Hrothgar

widcidne wéan

widely-known  woe

mZrum d€odne?
famous prince?
sorhwylmum séad,
with-sorrow-surges  seethed,
léofes mannes;

man;

of-dear

wihte gebéttest,

ar-all  didst-remedy,

Ic Odxs modceare
I for-this  beart-care

side ne trawode
trusted

venture not

ic 0¢ lange bzd,

thee  long  asked,
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pxt Ou pone walg®st wihte ne  grétte, 1995
that  thou  the  slaughter-spirit at-all ot  shouldst-approach,

lete Sad-Dene sylfe geweordan

shouldst-let  South-Danes themselves settle

gude wid Grendel. Gode ic panc secge,

war with Grendel. To-God I  thanks say,
pxs de ic O gesundne geséon moste.
because that I thee sound see might.”
Biowulf madelode, bearn Ecgdioes:
Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:
‘Pxt is undyrne, dryhten Higelac, 2000
‘That is  not-hidden, lord Hygelac,
(micel) geméting, monegum fira,
great meeting, to-many of-men,

hwylc (orleg)hwil uncer Grendles

what battle-time of-us-two  of-Grendel
weard on 0im wange, pzr hé worna fela
was on  that plain, where  be  great-number many

Sige-Scyldingum sorge gefremede,

to-Victory-Scyldings sorrow caused,
yrmde to aldre; ic Ozt eall gewrac, 2005
misery for  ever; I that all avenged,

swa begylpan [ne] pearf Grendeles maga

50 boast not need of-Grendel  of-kinsmen

(Znig) ofer eordan dhthlem pone,

any over earth dawn-uproar  that,

sé Oe lengest leofad ladan cynnes,

he who  longest lives of-hateful race,

f(acne)  bifongen. — Ic d%r furdum cwom
with-treachery encompassed. I there first came
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2010

2015

2020

to dam hringsele
to the ring-hall
sona meé€ se m&ra

at-once me  the  famous

sy0dan hé modsefan
after ke mind
wid his sylfes sunu
beside  bis

own son

Weorod wxs on wynne;

Company was in

under heofones hwealf

under of-heaven

medudréam maran.

Joy;

vault

BEOWULF

Hrodgar grétan;
Hrothgar to-greet;

mago Healfdenes,

son of-Healfdene,
minne cide,
my knew,
setl get®hte.

seat assigned.

ne seah ic widan
not saw I (in)-wide
healsittendra
of-hall-sitters

Hwilum m#ru cweén,

At-times  famous  queen,

mead-joy greater.
fridusibb  folca
peace-pledge  of-peaples
bzlde byre geonge;

encouraged  youths
secge (sealde),

to-man gave,

Hwilum for (d)ugude

At-times before
eorlum on ende
to-warriors  ar end

pa ic Fréaware

whom I Freawaru

nemnan hyrde,
name beard,

hzledum sealde.

to-heroes gave.

young;

before  she  to

veterans

flet eall geondhwearf,
ball  all

went-throughout,

oft hio béahwridan

often  she

ring-twist

®&r hie to setle géong.

seat went.

dohtor Hrodgares
daughter  of-Hrothgar
ealuwge bar,

ale-cup bore,
fletsittende

ball-sitters

pxr hio (nz)gled sinc
nail-studded

where  she treasure

Sio gehaten (is),
She  promised is,
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geong goldhroden, gladum suna Frodan; 2025

young gold-adorned, to-glad son of-Froda;
(h)afad pxs geworden wine Scyldinga,

has for-that agreed friend  of-Scyldings,

rices hyrde, ond pxt rzd talad,

of-kingdom  guardian, and  that  counsel considers,

pxt hé mid oy wife wezlfzhda dzl,

that  he  with that woman of-slaughter-feuds  part,

sxcca  gesette. Oft seldan hwzr

ofstrifes  may-settle. Often  seldom  anywhere

xfter leéodhryre lytle hwile 2030
after prince-fall little  while

bongir buged, péah séo bryd duge!
deadly-spear  rests, though  the  bride  be-good!
Mzg bxs ponne ofpyncan déodne Heado-Beardna

May  for-that  then displease to-prince of-Heathobards
ond pegna gehwam para léoda,
and  of-thanes  to-each of-those  people,
ponne hé mid fzZmnan on flett g&d, —
when he  with lady into  hall goes,
dryhtbearn Dena duguda biwenede; 2035
noble-son of-Danes by-veterans attended;
on him gladiad gomelra lafe,
on  him gleam of-old-ones  heirlooms,
heard ond hringm#l Heada-Bear[d]na gestréon,
bard and  ring-patterned of-Heathobards treasure,
penden hie dim wZpnum wealdan moston, —
while they  those weapons wield might,
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[xxvIII-XXX] - BEOWULF’S REPORT

Beowulf foresees that the Danish peace will fail: at the feast an old Heathobard
will show a young warrior a Dane wearing the sword the young man’s father
carried when the Danes killed bim, and goad him until blood is shed. Then
be tells Hygelac of the fight in Heorot, where Grendel swallowed Hondsciob and
fled leaving bis hand, and of the feasting that followed. Grendel’s mother killed
Aeschere, and at Hrothgar’s plea Beowulf sought ber in the mere, cut off ber bead,
and was rewarded again.

08 Ozt hie forl®ddan to dam lindplegan

until  that  they  led-to-ruin to  the shield-play
sw&se gesidas ond hyra sylfra feorh.
dear companions and  their own lives.

Ponne cwid zt béore sé Oe beah gesyhd,

Then says  at beer he who  ring sees,
eald zscwiga, sé Oe eall gem(an),

old spear-warrior he who all  remembers,
garcwealm gumena — him bid grim sefa—,
spear-death of-men to-him  is grim mind,
onginned geomormod geong(um) cempan
begins sad-bearted to-young champion

purh hredra gehygd higes cunnian,

through  of-breast  thoughts mind to-test,
wigbealu weccean, ond pzt word acwyd:
war-bale to-awaken, and  this  word speaks:
“Meaht &4, min wine, méce gecnawan,
“Canst thou, my  friend, sword recognize,
pone pin fxder to gefeohte ber

which  thy  father to fight bore
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under heregriman hindeman side,
under war-mask on-last time,
dyre iren, p&r hyne Dene slogon,
precious  iron, where  him Danes slew,

wéoldon wzlstowe, sy0dan Widergyld leg,
beld slaughter-place, after Withergyld lay,

xfter hzlepa hryre, hwate Scyldungas?
after of-heroes fall, bold Scyldings?

Na hér para banena byre nathwylces

Now  here of-those  slayers son of-some-one
fretwum  hrémig on flet g&o,
in-ornaments  exulting into  hall  goes,

mordres gylped, ond pone madpum byred,

of-murder boasts, and the treasure bears,
pone pe Oa mid rihte rzdan sceoldest”
which  that thou by right possess shouldst.”

Manad swia ond myndgad mzla gehwylce

Urges o and reminds occasions on-each
sarum  wordum, 00 Ozt szl cymed,
with-bitter words, until  that time  comes,
pxt se fzmnan pegn fore faxder d&dum
that  the  of-lady thane for  of-father deeds
xfter billes bite blodfag swefed,

after  of-sword  bite blood-stained ~ sleeps,

ealdres scyldig; him se o6der ponan

oflife forfeit; bim  the other  thence

losad (li)figende, con him land geare.

escapes living, knows  himself  land well.
Ponne biod (ib)rocene on ba healfe
Then will-be broken on both  sides
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adsweord  eorla;

oath-swearings  of-warriors;
weallad  wzlnidas,
surge slaughter-batreds,
zfter cearwzlmum

after

care-surges

BEOWULF

(syd)dan Ingelde
after

ond him wiflufan

in-Ingeld

and  to-him  wife-love

colran weordad.

cooler becomes.

by ic Heado-Bear[d]na hyldo ne telge,
Therefore 1 of Heathobards loyaley not  count,
dryhtsibbe dzl Denum unfZcne,
of-lordly-alliance ~share to-Danes  free-of-guile,
fréondscipe fastne. Ic sceal ford sprecan
Friendship firm. I shall forsh  speak
gén ymbe Grendel, pxt Ou geare cunne,

further  about Grendel,

sinces  brytta,
of-treasure

hondr®s hzleda.
band-rush

giver,

of-heroes.

to  what

that  thou  well  mayest-know,

td0 hwan syddan weard

came

afterward
Syddan heofones gim
After

of-heaven  gem

glid ofer grundas, g&st yrre cwom,
glided  over lands, spirit  angry  came,
eatol Zfengrom dser néosan,

terrible  evening-fierce us to-seek,

O0zr weé gesunde szl weardodon.

where  we  unharmed hall guarded.

bzr was Hondscid hild onszge,

There  was  to-Hondscioh battle fatal,
feorhbealu fzgum; hé fyrmest lxg,
life-bale to-the-doomed-one; he first lay,

gyrded cempa;

armed champion;

to-him

him Grendel weard,

Grendel became,
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m&rum magupegne t0 mudbonan,

to-famous young-thane as  mouth-slayer,

leofes mannes lic eall forswealg. 2080
of-dear man body  all swallowed.

No o0y &r at 0a gén idelhende
Not  the sooner out then  yet empty-handed

bona blodigtod, bealewa gemyndig,

slayer  bloody-toothed, of-evils mindful,

of dam goldsele gongan wolde;

from  that gold-hall g0 would;

ac hé mazgnes rof min costode,

but  be  in-strength  famed me tested,

gripode gearofolm. Glof hangode 2085
grasped ready-handed. Glove bung

sid ond syllic, searobendum fast;

broad and  strange, with-cunning-bands  fast;

sio wxs ordoncum eall gegyrwed

it was with-skills all prepared

déofles crzftum ond dracan fellum.

of-devil with-crafis and  of-dragon with-skins.

Hé mec pZr on innan unsynnigne,

He me  there in  within innocent,

dior dzdfruma gedon wolde 2090
flerce deed-doer put would

manigra sumne; hyt ne mihte swa,

of-many one; it not  could 50,

sy00an ic on yrre uppriht astod.

after I in anger upright stood.

To lang ys to reccenne, ha i(c d)am léodsceadan
Too long is o recount, bhow I  to-the  people-ravager
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yfla  gehwylces ondléan forgeald;

of-evils for-each requital repaid;

p&r ic, péoden min, pine léode

there 1, prince my, thy  people
weordode weorcum. Heé on weg losade,
honored by-works. He on way  escaped,
lytle hwile lifwynna br(ea)c;

little while life-joys enjoyed;

hwapre him sio swidre swade weardade
yet of-him  the  right(-hand) track guarded
hand on Hiorte, ond hé héan Jonan,
band in Heorot, and  be  abject  thence,
modes geomor meregrund geféoll.

of-heart sad mere-bottom fell-to.

Meé pone wzlrEs wine Scildunga

Me  for-thar  slaughter-rush friend  of-Scyldings
fettan  golde fela leanode,

with-plated  gold much  rewarded,

manegum madmum, sy00an mergen com,
with-many treasures, when morning  came,
ond wé to symble geseten hefdon.

and we  to feast seated bad.

bzr was gidd ond gléo; gomela Scilding,

There  was  song  and  mirth; old Scylding,
felafricgende feorran rehte;
much-learned from-far-back  told;

hwilum hildedéor hearpan wynne,

at-times battle-brave-one of-harp Joy,
gomenwudu grétte, hwilum gyd awrzc
joy-wood touched, ar-times  song  recited
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s00 ond sarlic, hwilum syllic spell

true  and  sorrowful, at-times  strange  tale

rehte  «fter rihte ramheort cyning; 2110
told according-to  right great-hearted king;

hwilum eft ongan eldo gebunden,

at-times again  began by-age bound,

gomel gudwiga giogude cwidan,

old war-warrior youth to-lament,

hildestrengo; hreder inne weéoll,

battle-strength; heart  within  surged,

ponne hé wintrum frod worn gemunde.

when he  in-winters  wise multitude  remembered.

Swia wé pZr inne andlangne dxg 2115
So we  there within whole day

niode naman, o0 Ozt niht becwom

pleasure took, until  that  night came

oder 6 yldum. bi waxs eft hrade

another  to men. Then — was  in-turn  quickly

gearo  gyrnwrce Grendeles maodor,

ready  for-grief-vengeance ofGrendel motbher,

sidode sorhfull; sunu déad fornam,

Journeyed  sorrowful; son death took,

wighete Wedra. Wif unhyjre 2120
war-hate  of-Weders. Woman  monstrous

hyre bearn gewrzc, beorn acwealde

her son avenged, warrior killed

ellenlice; pxr was Aschere,

boldly; there  was  from-Aeschere,

frodan fyrnwitan feorh wdgenge.

wise old-counselor life  departed.
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Noder hy hine ne méston,

Neither

they  bhim  —
déadwerigne
death-weary

bronde forbzrnan,

might,

of-Danes

BEOWULF

sy0dan mergen cwom,

when morning came,

Denia léode

people
né on bél hladan

with-fire burn, nor on pyre  place
léofne mannan; hio pzt lic =xtbar
dear man; she  the body carried-off

féondes fxd(mum
of-fiend

bzt was Hrodgare

in-embrace

un)der firgenstréam.

under mountain-stream.

hréowa tornost

Thar  was  to-Hrothgar of-sorrows  bitterest

para pe leéodfruman lange begeate.

of-those which  people-prince long befell.

ba se deoden mec dine life

Then the  prince me by-thy  life

healsode hréohmaod, pxt ic on holma gepring
implored troubled-in-mind, that I in  of-waters  throng
eorlscipe  efnde, ealdre genédde,

heroism should-perform, life should-risk,

mZrdo fremede; hé mé meéde geheét

glory should-accomplish; he  me  reward promised.

Ic 02 Jz=s walmes, pé is wide cad,

I then of-thar surge, which is  widely  known,
grimne gryrelicne grundhyrde fond.

grim terrible bottom-guardian  found.

Pxr unc hwile was hand gemne;

There for-us-two  for-a-while  was band  in-common;
holm heolfre weéoll, ond ic héafde becearf

sea with-gore  surged, and I off-head cur
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in dam [gad]sele Grendeles médor

in  that battle-hall ofGrendel mother

€acnum ecgum; unsofte bonan 2140
with-mighty  edges; not-easily  thence

feorh odferede; nxs ic fzge pa gyt
life carried-away; not-was 1 doomed then  yet;
ac mé eorla hléo eft gesealde

but  me  of-warriors  protector again gave
madma menigeo, maga Healfdenes.

of-treasures  multitude, son of-Healfdene.

XXXI - THE DRAGON WAKES

Beowulf gives Hygelac the treasures, among them Heorogar’s war-gear and four
matching borses, for a kinsman should be loyal and weave no treachery; Hygd
receives Wealhtheow’s necklace. Beowulf, once thoughe slack by the Geats, is honored,
and Hygelac gives him Hrethel’s sword, land, and a ball. Years later Hygelac and
bis son Heardred are killed, and Beowulf rules the Geats well for fifty winters,
until a dragon begins to rage in the dark, angered because a man bas crept into
its barrow and stolen a cup from its hoard.

Swa se Oeodkyning péawum lyfde;

So the people-king in-customs lived;

nealles ic dim léanum forloren hzfde, 2145
not-at-all I  those rewards lost bad,

megnes méde, ac hé mé (madma)s geaf,

of-strength  reward, but  he  me treasures gave,

sunu Healfdenes on (min)ne sylfes dom;

son of-Healfdene ar my own  choice;

0a ic 08 beorncyning, bringan wylle,

which I to-thee, warrior-king, bring will,
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éstum geywan. Gén is eall xt 0e
graciously  present. Seill is  all  on  thee
[minra] lissa gelong; ic Iyt hafo
ofmy  favors dependent; I fw  bave

héafodmaga nefne, Hygelac, dec’

of~close-kinsmen except, Hygelac, thee.
Heét d0a in beran eafor heafodsegn,
Commanded then in  to-bear boar head-standard,
headostéapne helm, hare byrnan,
battle-towering belmet, gray  mail-coat,
gudsweord geatolic, gyd after wrec:
war-sword splendid, speech  afterward  recited:

‘Mé dis hildesceorp Hrodgar sealde,

‘Me  this  battle-garment Hrothgar gave,
snotra fengel; sume worde  hét,
wise prince; with-certain ~ word ~ commanded,
pxt ic his ®rest 08¢ ést  gesxgde;
that I its  first  to-thee bequest  should-tell;

cwed pat hyt hafde Hiorogar cyning,
said that it bad Heorogar king,

leod Scyldunga lange hwile;

prince  of-Scyldings long while;

n6 0y Zr suna sinum syllan wolde,

not the sooner to-son his give would,

hwatum Heorowearde, péah hé him hold wre,
to-bold Heoroweard, though ~ he  to-him  loyal were,
bréostgewzdu. Bric ealles well?

breast-garments. Enjoy all welll’

Hyrde ic pxt pam fratwum feower méaras
Heard I that  with-those  treasures Jour horses
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lungre, gelice last weardode,

swift, alike track followed,

xppelfealuwe; hé him ést getéah 2165
apple-fallow; he  him  favor  granted

meéara ond madma. — Swa sceal m#g débn,

of-horses  and of-treasures. So  should kinsman  do,

nealles inwitnet o0rum  bregdon

not-at-all  malice-net for-another weave

dyrnum crafte, dead rén(ian)

with-secret craft, death prepare

hondgesteallan. Hygelace was

for-hand-comrade. To-Hygelac was

nida heardum nefa swyde hold, 2170
in-hostilities  bard nephew  very  loyal,

ond gehwzder 60rum hropra gemyndig. —
and each to-other of-benefits mindful.

Hyrde ic pxt hé Oone healsbeah Hygde gesealde,

Heard I that he the neck-ring to-Hygd gave,

wrtlicne wundurmaddum, done pe him Wealhdéo geaf,
wondrous wonder-treasure, that  which to-him  Wealbtheow  gave,
déod(nes) dohtor, prio wicg somod

of-prince daughter, three  horses  as-well

swancor ond sadolbeorht; hyre sy00an was 2175
graceful and saddle-bright; to-her  afterward  was

xfter béahdege br[€]ost geweordod.

after ring-receiving breast adorned.
Swa  bealdode bearn Ecgdeowes,
So showed-courage son of-Ecgtheow,

guma gudum cuod, godum d&dum,

man  in-battles  known, by-good  deeds,
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dréah  xfter dome, nealles druncne slog
acted according-to  glory, not-at-all drunk slew
heordgenéatas; nzs him hréoh sefa,
hearth-companions; not-was to-him  fierce  mind,

ac hé mancynnes m&ste  crafte

but  be of-mankind with-greatest  strength

ginfxstan gife, pé him God sealde,

ample gift, which  him  God gave,
héold hildedéor. Hean wzs lange,

beld battle-brave-one. Despised was-he  long,

swi hyne Géata bearn godne ne tealdon,
as him  of-Gears  sons good  mot  counted,
né hyne on medobence micles wyrdne
nor  him  on mead-bench of-much  worthy

drihten Wedera gedon wolde;

lord of-Weders make would;
swyde (wen)don, pxt hé sleac ware,
strongly believed, that  he  slack were,
xdeling unfrom. Edwenden cwom
prince unbold. Reversal came
tiréadigum menn torna gehwylces. —
to-glory-blessed man of-griefs for-each.
Heét da eorla hléo in gefetian,
Commanded then of-warriors  protector in to-fetch,

headorof cyning Hredles life
battle-famed king of-Hrethel  heirloom

golde gegyrede; nxs mid Géatum 0a

with-gold adorned; not-was among Geats then
sincmadpum  sélra on sweordes had;
treasure-jewel better in of-sword  form;
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pzt hé on Biowulfes

that  he into

ond him gesealde

and him gave

bold ond bregostol.

BEOWULF

bearm alegde,

of-Beowulf lap laid,

seofan pusendo,

seven thousands,

Him w=zs bam

building  and  princely-throne. To-them  was  to-both

on dim léodscipe
in the nation
eard édelriht,
estate  native-right,
side rice

wide  kingdom

Eft pxt geiode

lond gecynde,

land inberited,

odrum swidor
to-other  more-greatly
pim OZr sélra waes.

to-the-one  there  higher  was.

ufaran dogrum

Afterward  that  happened in-later days

hildehlzmmum,

in-battle-clashes,

ond Hear[dr]éde
and to-Heardred

under bordhréodan

under shield-cover

04 hyne gesohtan

when  him sought
hearde hildfrecan,
bard battle-warriors,

nida gen&gdan
by-hostility assailed
sy00an Beéowulfe
after-that  to-Beowulf
on hand gehwearf;

into  hand passed;

sy0dan Hygelic leg,
after Hygelac  lay,
hildeméceas
battle-swords
t0 bonan wurdon,
as  slayer became,
on sigepéode
among Ul'ffoi'y—People
Heado-Scilfingas,
Battle-Scylfings,
nefan Hererices—:
nephew of-Hereric:
brade rice
broad  kingdom
hé gehéold tela
be beld well
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fiftig wintra

— waxs 02 frod cyning,

fifty winters was  then  wise king,

eald épelweard—, 00 Ozt an ongan

old homeland-guardian, until  that one  began

deorcum nihtum draca rics[i]an,

in-dark nights dragon to-rule,

s€ Oe on héa(um) h(zp)e hord beweotode,

bhe who on high beath hoard guarded,
stanbeorh stéapne; stig under laxg

stone-barrow steep; path  under  lay

eldum uncad. bzr on innan giong

to-men  unknown. There in  within went

nid[8]a nathwylc, (forp né)h gefe(al)g

of-men some-one, forth  near  penetrated

h®Zdnum horde, hond (wxge nam),

to-heathen hoard, band cup took,

(sid,)  since fah; né hé pzt syddan (bemad),
large,  with-treasure adorned; nor he  that  afterward  concealed,
p(eah) d(e heé) slzpende besyre(d wur)de

though that  he sleeping tricked was

peofes crafte;

of-thief  by-craft; that  the
b(ig)folc beorna,
neighboring-people  of-men, that

people

be
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XXXII - THE LAST SURVIVOR

A slave fleeing punishment broke into the barrow and stole a cup; the manuscript
here is badly damaged. The hoard bad been buried by the last survivor of a noble
race, who lamented that no one now bears the sword or polishes the cup, that the
barp gives no joy, and that no hawk swings through the hall and no horse stamps
in the courtyard. A dragon found it and guarded it for three bundred years, until
the thief carried the cup to bis lord and won bis pardon. Finding the cup gone, the
dragon circles the barrow and ar nightfall sets out to burn the land.

Nealles mid gewealdum wyrmhord abrac
Not-at-all by will serpent-hoard  broke-into
sylfes  willum, s&€ Oe him sire gesceod,
of-his-own  accord, he who him  sorely  harmed,

ac for preanédlan p(éow) nathwylces

but  for dire-need slave of-some-one
hxleda bearna heteswengeas fléah,
of-heroes of-sons bate-blows fled,
(xrnes) bearfa, ond d&r inne fealh,
of-house in-need, and  there inside penetrated,
secg synbysig. Sona T  mwatide
man  guilt-burdened. At-once  (corrupt)  bebeld [?]

pxt **x Jim gyst(e gryre)broga stod;

thar  (lacuna) to-the  stranger terror stood;
hwedre (earm)sceapen * ok

yer wretched-shaped-one (lacuna)

* % %k Sceapen

(lacuna) shaped

* %k (pa hyne) se fzr begeat.

(lacuna) when  him  the peril  seized.
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Sincfet %k bzr was swylcra fela
Treasure-vessel ~ (lacuna) There  was of-such  many
in dam eord(hi)se Ergestréona,

in the earth-house of-ancient-treasures,

swa hy on géardagum gumena nathwylc,
as them  in days-of-old of-men some-one,
eormenlafe xdelan cynnes,

buge-legacy of-noble race,

panchycgende p&r gehydde,

thoughtful there bid,

déore madmas. Ealle hie déad fornam
precious  treasures. Al them  death took
Zrran mlum, ond sé an 31 gén
in-earlier times, and the one then  still
leoda dugude, sé¢ O0%r lengest hwearf,
of-people  veterans, who  there  longest lived,
weard winegedomor weénde pexs ylcan,
guardian  friend-mourning expected  the  same,
pxt heé Iytel fec longgestréona

tbat he little SPaCe Zgng_[reﬂfures

briican moste. Beorh eallgearo

enjoy might. Barrow all-ready

wunode on wonge waterydum néah,
stood on plain water-waves near,
niwe be nzsse, nearocreftum fast;
new by  beadland, by-narrow-crafts  secure;
pZr on innan bear eorlgestréona

there into  within  bore of-warriors'-treasures

hringa hyrde hordwyrdne dzl,

of-rings keeper hoard-worthy ~ portion,
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fzttan goldes, fea worda cwed:

of-plated gold, few  words spoke:

‘Heald pa na, hrase, ni hzled ne mostan,
‘Hold thou now,  earth, now  heroes  not might,
eorla zhte! Hwzt, hyt @r on 0¢
of-warriors  possessions! Lo, it before from thee
gode  beggaton; guddéad fornam,

good-men obtained; war-death took,

feorhbealo frécne fyra gehwylcne

life-bale terrible of-men each

leoda minra para de pis [lif] ofgeaf,

of-people my of-those who this  life  gave-up,
secga seledréam. Niah, hwa sweord wege
of-men hall-joy. (D-have-not,  who sword  may-bear

00de fe(o)r(mie) fxted wige,
or may-polish plated cup,
dryncfet  déore; dug(ud) ellor s[c]eoc.
drinking-vessel  precious; veterans  elsewhere  bas-gone.

Sceal se hearda helm (hyr)stedgolde,

Shall the bard belmet adorned-with-gold,
fetum befeallen; feormynd swefad,
of-plates (be)-bereft; polishers sleep,

pa Je beadogriman bywan sceoldon;

those who battle-mask adorn should;

gé swylce séo herepad, sio xt hilde gebad

and  likewise  the war-coat, which in  battle  endured

ofer borda gebrxc bite irena,

over  of-shields crash bite  of-irons,

brosnad zfter beorne. Ne mag byrnan hring
decays after  warrior. Not  can  of-mail-coat  ring
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zfter wigfruman wide feéran,

after war-chief widely  travel,

hazledum be healfe. Nazs hearpan wyn,
with-beroes at side. Not-at-all ~ of-harp Jjoy,
gomen gléobéames, né god hafoc

play of~glee-wood, nor good  hawk

geond szl swinged, né se swifta mearh
through ~ hall swings, nor the  swift horse
burhstede béated. Bealocwealm hafad
courtyard stamps. Evil-death bas

fela feorhcynna ford onsended!

many  of-living-races forth sent!”

Swa giomormod giohdo m&nde
So sad-hearted grief lamented
an zfter eallum, unblide hwe(arf)
one  after all, Joyless moved

dzges ond nihtes, 00 Oxt déades wylm

by-day and  by-night, until  that  of-death  surge
hran «t heortan. Hordwynne fond
touched — at beart. Hoard-joy found

eald thtsceada opene standan,

old dawn-ravager open standing,

s€ Oe byrnende biorgas séced,

he  who burning barrows seeks,

nacod niddraca, nihtes fleoged

naked malicious-dragon, by-night flies

fyre befangen; hyne foldbaend

by-fire encircled; bhim  earth-dwellers
(swide ondrz)da(d). Heé gesécean sceall
greatly dread. He seek must
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(ho)r(d on) hrasan, p&r hé hzden gold

hoard in earth, where  be  beathen  gold
warad wintrum frod; ne byd him wihte 8y sél
guards in-winters  wise; not is  to-him  ar-all  the better

Swa se Oeodsceada préo hund wintra

So the  people-ravager three  hundred — winters
héold on hrasan horderna sum
held in earth of-hoard-houses  one
gacencreftig, 00 Ozt hyne an abealch 2280
mighty-strong, until that  him  one  angered
mon on mode; mandryhtne bar
man in beart; to-liege-lord bore
feted wzge, friodowzre bad
plated cup, peace-pact asked
hlaford sinne. Da was hord risod,
lord bis. Then  was  hoard  searched,
onboren béaga hord, béne getidad
diminished  of-rings  hoard, request  granted
feasceaftum men; fréa scéawode 2285
to-wretched man; lord looked-at
fira fyrngeweorc forman side. —
of-men  ancient-work on-first time.
bi se wyrm onwdc, wroht wezs geniwad;
When the serpent  awoke, strife was renewed;
stonc 0a xfter stine, stearcheort onfand
sniffed  then  along stone, stout-hearted-one  found
feondes fotlast; hé o ford gestop
of-enemy  foot-track; he too  far  had-stepped
dyrnan crefte dracan héafde néah. 2290
with-secret  craft of-dragon  to-head ~ near.
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Swa mzg unfzge gade gedigan
So can  undoomed-one easily survive
wéan ond wrZcsid sé¢ O0e Waldendes
woe  and  exile he who  of-Ruler
hyldo gehealdep! Hordweard sohte
favor keeps! Hoard-guardian  searched

georne after grunde,

eagerly along

pone pe him on sweofote

bim who to-him in

hat ond hréohmad

hot

ealne wtanweard;

all outside;

on pZre westenne, —

in the

bea(du)[we] weorces;

in-battle of-work;
sincfxt  sohte;
treasure-vessel  sought;

dxt hzfde gumena sum

that had of-men
héahgestréona.
high-treasures.
earfodlice, 00
with-difficulty, until

was 04 gebolgen

was then enraged
wolde se lada
wished  the hateful-one

ground,

and  fierce-hearted

wilderness,

wolde guman findan
find

sire getéode;

wished

man

sleep sorely  harmed;
hlzw oft ymbehwearf
barrow  often circled

né O0%r Znig mon

nor there  any  man

hwadre wiges gefeh,

yet in-war  rejoiced,

at-times  into  barrow

hé pxt sona onfand,
he  that

at-once

found,

goldes gefandod,

one gold tampered-with,
Hordweard onbad
Hoard-guardian ~ waited

dxt Zfen cwom;

that  evening  came;

beorges hyrde,

of-barrow  keeper,
lige forgyldan
with-flame repay
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drincfet  dyre. Pi was dxg sceacen
drinking-vessel  precious. Then — was day  departed
wyrme on  willan; no on wealle lz[n]g
to-serpent  according-to  desire; not by wall longer
bidan wolde, ac mid bzle for,

wait would, bur  with  fire  went,

fyre gefysed. Wes se fruma egeslic

by-fire ready. Was  the beginning  terrible

leodum on lande, swa hyt lungre weard 2310
to-people in land, as it quickly was

on hyra sincgifan sire geendod.

to their  treasure-giver sorely ended.

XXXIII - BEOWULF RESOLVES

The dragon’s fire burns Beowulf’s own ball, the gift-throne of the Geats. Fearing
he has angered God, Beowulf bas an iron shield made and scorns to lead an army
against the dragon; the poet foretells that both must die. He recalls Beowulf’s
past: the swim bome from Hygelac’s fatal raid in Frisia with thirty suits of armor,
and the throne be refused out of loyalty to young Heardred. When Onela of
the Swedes killed Heardred for sheltering Obthere’s exiled sons, Onela went home
and let Beowulf rule.

Pa se gast ongan gléedum spiwan,

Then the stranger  began with-embers  to-spew,

beorht hofu bzrnan, — bryneléoma stod

bright dwellings to-burn, fire-light stood

eldum on andan; no O%r aht cwices

to-men as barm; not there anything  alive

lad0  lyfifloga lzfan wolde. 2315
hateful  air-flier leave would.
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Wexs bxs wyrmes wig

Was ofthe serpent
nearofiges nid

of-cruel-foe

ha se gudsceada

malice

how the  war-ravager

hatode ond hynde;

bated
dryhtsele dyrnne
lordly-ball
Hzfde landwara
Had
bzle
with-fire

secret

land-dwellers

and

wiges ond wealles;

in-war  and in-wall;
ba wxs Biowulfe
Then  was  to-Beowulf

snide to sode,
quickly in  truth,
bolda

of-buildings

sélest

best

gifstol Geata.

gift-throne  of-Geats.

hréow on hredre,
grief in breast,
wénde se wisa,
thought  the
ealde riht

against  old

wise-one,
ofer

law

and  bhumiliated;

ond bronde;

with-burning;

BEOWULF

wide gesyne,

warfare visible,

widely
néan ond feorran,
far,

near  and

Geéata leode
of-Geats  people
hord eft gescéat,

to-hoard back  bastened,

&r dxges hwile.
of-day

befangen,

time.

before
lige
with-flame encircled,

beorges getrawode,

in-barrow trusted,

him séo wén geléah.

him  the  hope  deceived.
broga gecyded

terror  made-known

pxt his sylfes ham,

that  his own home,

brynewylmum mealt,
in-burning-surges melted,

bzt dam godan was
That  to-the

good-one  was

hygesorga m&st;
of-mind-sorrows  greatest;
pxt hé Wealdende
that  he Ruler
écean Dryhtne

Lord

eternal
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bitre gebulge; bréost innan weéoll
bitterly  had-angered; breast within  surged
péostrum geponcum, swi him gepywe ne was.
with-dark thoughts, as  for-him usual not  was.

Hefde ligdraca leoda fasten,

Had fire-dragon of-people  fortress,

éalond Ttan, eordweard Jone

sea-land  outside, earth-stronghold  that

gléedum forgrunden; him Jzs gudkyning, 2335
with-embers  ground-down; him  for-that war-king,

Wedera pioden wrzce leornode.

ofWeders prince vengeance devised.

Heht him pa gewyrcean wigendra hléo

Commanded ~ for-himself  then to-make of-warriors  protector

eallirenne, eorla  dryhten,

all-iron, of-warriors lord,

wigbord wrztlic; wisse hé gearwe,

war-shield wondrous; knew  he well,

pat him holtwudu he(lpan) ne meahte, 2340
that  him  forest-wood belp not could,

lind wid lige. Sceolde  l®ndaga

linden  against  flame. Had-to  of-transitory-days

xpeling ®rgod ende gebidan,

prince good-of-old end  experience,
worulde lifes, ond se wyrm somod,
of-world of-life, and  the serpent  as-well,

péah de hordwelan héolde lange.

though  that  hoard-wealth he-held long.
Oferhogode 82 hringa fengel, 2345
Scorned then of-rings  prince,
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pxt hé pone widflogan

that  he the
sidan  herge;
with-large  army;

né him pxs wyrmes

nor to-him of-the

eafod ond ellen,

strength  and
nearo nédende
perils
hildehlemma,

of-battle-clashes,

risking

sigoréadig secg,

victory-blessed ~ man,

ond =zt gude forgrap

and in  battle
ladan
of-hateful

hondgemot|[a],

cynnes.

race.

of-hand-encounters,

sy0dan Geata cyning

when of-Geats
fréawine folca
lord-friend ~ of-peoples

Hrédles eafora

of-Hrethel son
bille  gebéaten.
by-sword beaten.

sylfes crafte,

by-own  strength,

courage,

BEOWULF

weorode gesohte,

wideflier with-troop  should-seek,
no hé him pa szcce ondréd,
not  he for-himself the  barttle feared,

for wiht dyde,
for
fela

wig

serpent  war-strength anything  counted,
fordon he =Zr

because  he

before  many
nida  gedigde,
of-hostilities  survived,

sy0dan hé Hrodgares,
after he of-Hrothgar;
sele fzlsode,

hall

cleansed,

Grendeles m&gum
crushed kin
No
Not
pzr

U)be re

of-Grendel

pxt lzsest was

that least was

mon Hygelic sloh,

Hygelac slew,

one
gude r&sum,
of-battle

king in-rushes,
Fréslondum on,
Frisian-lands in,
hiorodryncum swealt,
by-sword-drinks died,
Ponan Biowulf com

Thence Beowulf  came

sundnytte dréah;
performed;

swimming
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hzfde him on earme
had himself  on arm
hildegeatwa,

battle-armors, when e
Nealles Hetware
Not-at-all ~ Hetware
fedewiges, pé him
of-foot-battle, who  him

exulting

BEOWULF

(ana) pritig

alone thirty

pa hé o holme (st)ag.

to sea climbed.

hrémge porf(t)on

needed
foran onggan

in-front

against

linde bZron; Iyt eft becwom 2365
shields bore; few  again came

fram pam hildfrecan hiames niosan!

from the  battle-warrior home to-seek!

Oferswam 03 sioleda bigong sunu Ecgdeowes,

Swam-over then  of-seas expanse son of-Ecgtheow,

earm anhaga eft to léodum;

wretched  solitary-one back  to people;

pzr him Hygd gebead hord ond rice,

there  him  Hygd offered hoard  and  kingdom,

béagas ond bregostol; bearne ne trawode, 2370
rings and  princely-throne; in-son  not trusted,

pxt hée wid =lfylcum epelstolas

that  he  against  foreign-hosts ancestral-thrones

healdan cide, 02 wxs Hygelac dead.

hold could, when  was Hygelac dead.

No oy =&r feasceafte findan meahton

Not  the sooner the-destitute-ones prevail could

@t 0am xdelinge Znige dinga,

with  that prince in-any way,

paxt hé Heardréde hlaford wzre, 2375
thar  he to-Heardred lord would-be,
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00de pone cynedom ciosan wolde;
or the kingship choose would;
hwaxdre hé hine on folce fréondlarum  heéold,
yet be  him  among  people with-friendly-counsels ~ supported,
éstum mid ire, 00 Oxt hé yldra weard,
graciously  with  honor, until that  he  older  became,
Weder-Géatum weéold. Hyne wrzcmacgas
Weder-Geats ruled. Him exiles
2380 ofer s® sohtan, suna Obhteres;
over  sea sought, sons  of-Obthere;
hazfdon hy forhealden helm Scylfinga,
bad they  rebelled-against protector  of-Scylfings,
pone sélestan s&cyninga
the best of-sea-kings
para de in Swiorice sinc  brytnade,
of-those  who in Sweden treasure  dispensed,
m&rne péoden. Him pxt t6 mearce weard;
famous prince. To-him  that  as limit became;
2385 hé p&r [flor feorme feorhwunde hléat,
be  there  for  hospitality life-wound received,
sweordes swengum, sunu Hygelaces;
of-sword by-strokes, son of-Hygelac;
ond him eft gewit Ongendioes bearn
and  himself back  went of-Ongentheow son
hames niosan, sy0dan Heardred lzg,
home to-seek, after Heardred lay,
lét done bregostol Biowulf healdan,
let the  princely-throne Beowulf hold,
2390 Géatum wealdan; pxt was god cyning.
Geats rule; that  was  good king.
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XXXIIII - HRETHEL’S SORROW

Beowulf later avenged Heardred by belping the exile Eadgils kill Onela. Now,
with eleven companions and the thief as guide, he comes to the dragon’s barrow
and sits on the headland, sad and ready for death. He recalls being taken at seven
into the care of King Hrethel, whose son Haethcyn killed his brother Herebeald by
accident with an arrow. Hrethel could not avenge one son on another, and bis
grief is likened to that of an old man who sees his son bang on the gallows.

Se dxs leodhryres léan gemunde

He for-thar  prince-fall requital  remembered

uferan dogrum, Eadgilse weard

in-later days, to-Eadgils ~ became

feasceaftum fréond; folce  gestépte

to-the-destitute friend; with-army  supported

ofer s side sunu Ohteres,

over  sea  wide son of-Obhthere,

wigum  ond w&pnum; hé gewrzc syddan

with-warriors  and  with-weapons; he  avenged  afterward

cealdum cearsidum, cyning ealdre binéat.

with-cold care-journeys, king of-life  deprived.
Swa hé nida gehwane genesen hzfde,
So be  of-hostilities each survived had,

slidra geslyhta, sunu Ecgdiowes,

of-fierce clashes, son of-Ecgtheow,

ellenweorca, o0 done anne deg,

of-courage-deeds, until  that one day,

pé hé wid pim wyrme gewegan sceolde.

when  he  against  the serpent fight had-to.

Gewat pa twelfa sum torne  gebolgen

Went then  of-twelve  one with-anger swollen
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dryhten Géata dracan scéawian;

lord of-Geats dragon to-see;

hzfde pa gefranen, hwanan sio f®hd aras,
bad then learned, whence the  feud  arose,
bealonid biorna; him t6 bearme cwém
evil-malice of-men; to-him into  bosom came
madpumfzxt mZre purh dzs meldan hond.
treasure-vessel famous through of-the  informer  band.
Sé wzs on dam Oréate preottéoda secg,
He was in  that troop thirteenth man,
s€ Owms orleges or  onstealde,

who  of-the strife beginning caused,

heft hygegiomor, sceolde héan donon
captive sad-minded, had-to  abject  thence
wong wisian. He ofer willan giong

place point-out. He against will went

to Oxs de hé eordsele anne wisse,

to  where that he  earth-hall one knew,

hlzw under hrisan holmwylme néh,

mound und@r gl’ound Seﬂ_jurge near,
jOgewinne; sé was innan full

wave-strifé; which  was  within  full

wrztta ond wira. Weard unhiore,
of-ornaments  and  of-wires. Guardian — monstrous,

gearo gudfreca goldmadmas heéold

ready war-warrior gold-treasures held

eald under eordan; nxs bzt yde ceap
old under earth; not-was  that  easy bargain
0 gegangenne gumena &nigum.

to obtain of-men for-any.
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Gesxt 02 on nasse nidheard cyning;
Sat then on  headland battle-hard king;
penden hzlo abead heordgenéatum,
while good-wishes  offered to-hearth-companions,
goldwine Geata. Him was geomor sefa,
gold-friend of-Geats. To-him  was sad mind,
wzfre ond wzlfs, wyrd ungemete néah,
restless and  ready-for-death, fate  immeasurably  near,
s€ done gomelan grétan sceolde,
which  the old-one meet bad-to,
sécean sawle hord, sundur ged®lan
seek of-soul  hoard, asunder part
lif wid lice; n6 pon lange was
life  from  body; not then  long was
feorh «pelinges flzsce bewunden.
life of-prince in-flesh wound.
Biowulf mapelade, bearn Ecgdeowes:
Beowulf spoke, son of-Ecgtheow:
‘Fela ic on giogode gulr&sa genxs,
Many I in youth of-war-rushes  survived,
orleghwila; ic pet eall gemon.
of-battle-times; I that all  remember.
Ic wzs syfanwintre, pi mec sinca baldor,
I was  seven-years-old, when  me  of-treasures  lord,
freawine folca xt minum faxder genam;

lord-friend  of-peoples from my father took;
héold mec ond hefde Hrédel cyning,

kept me  and bad Hrethel king,
geaf mé sinc ond symbel, sibbe gemunde;
gave  me treasure and feast, kinship  remembered;
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nzs ic him 0 life ladra  owihte
not-was I to-him in life more-bateful  in-any-way
beorn in burgum ponne his bearna hwylc,
warrior in  strongholds than of-his sons any,

Herebeald ond Haxdcyn 000e Hygelic min.

Herebeald and  Haethoyn or  Hyglac  my.
2435 Was pam yldestan ungedeéfe

Was  for-the  eldest wrongfully

m&ges d&dum morporbed stréd,

of kinsman  by-deeds murder-bed  spread,

sy0dan hyne Hadcyn of hornbogan,

when him Haethcyn from horn-bow,
his fréawine flane  geswencte,
his  lord-friend with-arrow struck,
miste mercelses ond his m&g ofscet,
missed mark and  his  kinsman shot,
2440  brodor oderne blodigan gare.
brother the-other with-bloody  arrow.
bzt was feohléas gefeoht, fyrenum gesyngad,
That  was fee-less fight, with-crimes  made-sinful,

hredre hygeméde; sceolde hwadre swa péah

in-heart  mind-wearying; had-to  nevertheless  so  though
xdeling unwrecen ealdres linnan.
prince unavenged of-life be-deprived.
Swa bid geomorlic gomelum ceorle
So is sad for-old man
2445 o gebidanne, pxt his byre ride
to live-to-see, that  his  son ride
giong on galgan; ponne hé gyd wrece,
young on  gallows; then he  lay  may-utter,
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sarigne sang,
sorrowful  song,
hrefne td hrodre,
for-raven  as Jjoy,

eald ond infrod

old and  very-wise

BEOWULF

ponne his sunu hangad

when his son hangs

ond hé him helpe ne mag

and  he  him belp not  can

&nige gefremman.

any give.

Symble bid gemyndgad morna gehwylce

Always is reminded

eaforan  ellorsid;

of-mornings on-each

odres ne gymed

of-son elsewhere-journey; of-another  not cares
t0 gebidanne burgum in innan
to wait-for strongholds  in  within
yrfeweardas, ponne se an hafad

beir, when

purh déades nyd

through  of-death  constraint

Gesyhd sorhcearig
SeeS sorrow-anxious
winsele weéstne,
wine-ball deserted,

réte berofene, —
of-joy bereft,

hzled in hodman;
beroes in grave;
gomen in geardum,

Jjoy in courts,

the one bas

dzda gefondad.

deeds  experienced.

on his suna biare

in  of-his  son  chamber

windge reste

windy resting-place

ridend swefad,

riders sleep,
nis pZr hearpan sweg,
not-is  there  of-harp sound,
swylce 0%r in w&ron.

as tbL’I’E once were.
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XXXV « THE FIGHT BEGINS

Hrethel dies of grief, and war breaks out between Swedes and Geats: Haethcyn
falls, Eofor kills the old Swedish king Ongentheow, and Beowulf repays Hygelac’s
gifts by crushing Daeghrefn to death. Now he vows one last feat, bids bis men wait
on the barrow, and goes alone with shield and mail-coat against the dragon’s fire.
His sword fails on the dragon’s bone, flame engulfs bim, and bis companions flee
into the wood. One of them grieves, for a loyal man cannot set kinship aside.

2460 Gewited ponne on sealman, sorhléod gexled
Goes then to bed, sorrow-song  sings
an =xfter anum; puhte him eall to ram,
one  for one; seemed  to-him  all  too spacious,
wongas ond wicstede. Swi Wedra helm
fields and  dwelling-place. So  ofWeders  protector
zfter Herebealde heortan sorge
for Herebeald of-heart  sorrow
weallinde wag; wihte ne meahte
surging bore; at-all  not could
2465 on 0am feorhbonan fzghde gebétan;
on the life-slayer feud remedy;
n6 0y &r hé pone headorinc hatian ne meahte
not the sooner he the  battle-warrior bate — could
ladum d&dum, péah him leof ne was.
by-hostile deeds, though to-him  dear not  was.
Heé 02 mid p&re sorhge, pé him t sir belamp,
He  then with the sorrow, which  him  too  sorely befell,
gumdréam ofgeaf, Godes léoht geceas;
human-joy gave-up, of-God light chose;
2470 eaferum lzfde, swa ded eéadig mon,
to-heirs left, as  does  prosperous  man,
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lond ond léodbyrig, pa he of life gewat.

land and  people-strongholds, when  be from life  departed.
bPi wxs synn ond sacu Sweéona ond Geéata
Then — was  wrong and  strife of-Swedes  and  of-Geats

ofer wid wzter wroht gemZne,

over  wide  water quarrel  in-common,

herenid hearda, sy00an Hredel swealt,

war-hatred bard, after Hrethel died,

0d%e him Ongendeowes eaferan wXran 2475
and to-them of-Ongentheow sons were

frome fyrdhwate, freode ne woldon

bold war-keen, friendship  not  wished

ofer heafo healdan, ac ymb Hréosnabeorh

over seas to-keep, but  around Hreosnabeorh

eatolne  inwitscear oft gefremedon.

terrible malicious-slaughter often committed.

bzt mZgwine mine gewr&can,

That  kin-friends my avenged,

fzhde ond fyrene, swa hyt gefrzge was, 2480
feud and crime, as it well-known  was,

péah de oder his ealdre gebohte,

though  that  the-other with-his life paid,

heardan céape; Hazdcynne weard,

ar-hard price; for-Haethcyn ~ became,

Geata dryhtne gid onsEge.

of-Geats  for-lord war fatal.

Pa ic on morgne gefragn m&g oderne

Then I in morning beard kinsman other

billes ecgum on bonan stZlan, 2485
of-sword  with-edges on  slayer avenge,
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pzr Ongenpéow Eofores niosad;

where Ongentheow of-Eofor attacks;

gudhelm toglad, gomela Scylfing

war-helmet  split-apart, old Scylfing
hréas [hilde]blac; hond gemunde
fell battle-pale; band ~ remembered
fzhdo genoge, feorhsweng ne oftéah.
feuds enough, life-blow not  held-back.
Ic him pa madmas, pé hé mé sealde,
I bhim  the  treasures, which  he  me gave,
geald xt gude, swa mé gifede was,
repaid — in  battle, as  to-me granted  was,
léohtan sweorde; hé mé lond forgeaf,
with-bright  sword; be me land  gave,

eard &delwyn. Nzs him =Znig pearf,

estate  native=joy. Not-was  for-him  any need,
pxt hé to Gifdum 008e t0 Gar-Denum
that ~ he to  Gifthas or to Spear-Danes
0odde in Swiorice sécean purfe

or into Sweden seek need

wyrsan wigfrecan, weorde gecypan;

worse warrior, with-payment buy;

symle ic him on fédan beforan wolde,
always I him  in  foot-troop in-front  would-be,
ana on orde, ond swi to aldre sceall
alone in  front, and o for  life shall
secce fremman, penden pis sweord polad,
battle perform, while this sword endures,
pxt mec Zr ond sid oft gel®ste,

which  me  early and late often  served,
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sy00an ic for dugedum Dzghrefne weard

after I before veterans for-Daeghrefn became
tdo  handbonan, Huaga cempan; —

as hand-slayer; of-Hugas champion;

nalles hé 82 frztwe Fréscyning|e],
not-at-all  he those ornaments to-Frisian-king,
bréostweordunge bringan moste,
breast-adornment bring might,

ac in campe gecrong cumbles hyrde, 2505
but in  combat fell of-banner keeper,
xpeling on elne; ne wxs ecg bona,
prince in  courage; not was edge  slayer,

ac him hildegrap heortan wylmas,
but  for-him  battle-grip of-heart surges,

banhas gebrzc. N sceall billes ecg,
bone-house  broke. Now shall  ofsword edge,

hond ond heard sweord ymb hord wigan’

hand and  hard sword for  board  fight”
Béowulf madelode, béotwordum sprac 2510
Beowulf spoke, with-vow-words spoke

niehstan side: ‘Ic genédde fela

on-last time: T ventured — many

gida on geogode; gyt ic wylle,

of-battles  in youth; yet I will

frod folces weard fzhde sécan,

old of-people  guardian feud seek,

m&réu fremman, gif mec se mansceada

glory perform, if  me the  evil-ravager

of eordsele at geséced. 2515
from  earth-hall out seeks.”
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Gegrétte 0a

Greeted then
hwate helmberend
bold helmet-bearers
swxse gesidas:
dear companions:
wxpen (0 wyrme,
weapon to  serpent,
wid 0am aglZcean
against  the
gylpe

with-boast

monster

widgripan,
grapple,

ac ic 0%r headufjres

of-battle-fire

but I there

[o]redes ond attres;
of-breath

and  of-poison;
bord ond byrnan.
shield

and  mail-coat.

oferflebn fotes trem,

flee of-foot  space,
weordan zt wealle,
happen at wall,

Metod manna gehwzs.

Ordainer each.

pat

so-that I

of-men

against  the

Gebide gé on beorge

Wait you on  barrow

secgas on searwum,

men in armor;

of-men

‘Nolde
‘Would-not I

ic wid pone gudflogan

war-flier

BEOWULF

gumena gehwylcne,

each,
hindeman side,
on-last time,
ic sweord beran,
sword

bear,

gif ic wiste ha

if I knew  how
elles meahte
otherwise could

swa ic gio wid

Grendle dyde;

as I once with Grendel did;
hates weéne,

hot expect,
fordon ic mé on hafu

therefore I me on  bave

Nelle ic beorges weard

Will-not I of-barrow  guardian
ac  unc [furdur] sceal
but  for-us-two  further shall
swi unc wyrd getéod,
as  for-us-two  fate allots,
Ic eom on mode from,
I am in beart bold,

gylp ofersitte.
boast

Sforgo.

byrnum werede,

by-mail-coats  protected,
hwader sél mage
which better  can
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wunde gedjgan

after slaughter-rush wounds survive
uncer twéga. Nis paxt éower sid,
of-us two. Not-is  that your  venture,

né gemet mannes,

nor  measure of—man,

pxt hé wid agl&cean
bhe

that monster

Ic
I

against

eorlscype efne.
perform.
gold gegangan,
gold

heroism

win,
feorhbealu frécne
life-bale
Aras 0a bi ronde
shield

terrible

Arose

then by

heard under helme,

bard under belmet,

under stincleofu,
under stone-cliffs,
anes mannes;

of-one

Geseah da

then

man; not
be wealle

Saw wall

by
gumcystum god
in-manly-virtues

hildehlemma,

of-battle-clashes,

good

when
sto[n]dan stanbogan,

stand stone-arches,

or

strengo getrawode

strength

ne bid swylc earges

nefn(e) min anes,

except mine  alone,

eofodo dzle,

strength  share,

mid elne sceall 2535

with ~ courage  shall

000e gud nimed,

war takes,

fréean éowerne!

lord your!’

rof oretta,

brave  champion,

hiorosercean bar
battle-shirt bore

2540

trusted

sio!

of-coward  venture!

fela,

many,

is such

sé de worna

be

who  great-number

guda gedigde,
of-battles

survived,

ponne hnitan fédan,

clashed  foor-troops,

stréam Ut ponan
thence

Stream out
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brecan of beorge; was p&re burnan wxlm
break from  barrow; was  of-the stream surge
headofyrum hat; ne meahte horde néah
with-battle-fires bot; not could hoard near
unbyrnende &nige hwile

unburnt any while

déop gedjgan for  dracan lege.

deep endure because-of  of-dragon  flame.

Lét 82 of bréostum, 02 he gebolgen was,
Let  then from breast, when  he enraged was,
Weder-Géata leod word 1t faran,

of Weder-Geats prince word  out 20,

stearcheort styrmde; stefn in becom
stout-hearted stormed; voice  in came
headotorht hlynnan under harne stan.
battle-clear to-resound under gray stone.

Hete w=zs onhréred, hordweard oncniow
Hate was stirred, hoard-guardian  recognized
mannes reorde; nzs Oxr mara fyrst

of-man voice; not-was there  more time
freode o friclan. From #rest cwom
friendship  to seek. From first came

orud agl&cean it of stane,

breath  of-monster our of  stone,

hat hildeswat; hrase dynede.

hot battle-sweat; earth  resounded.

Biorn under beorge bordrand onswaf
Warrior — under barrow shield-rim swung
wid 0dam gryregieste, Geéata dryhten;
against  the terrible-guest, of-Geats lord;
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04 was hringbogan

then — was

s&cce to séceanne.

strife to seek.

god gudcyning,
good  war-king,

ecgum anglaw;
in-edges not-blunt;
bealohycgendra
of-evil-minded-ones

Stiomod  gestod
Resolute stood
bealdor,
offriends  lord,

winia

snide tosomne;

quickly together;

Gewat 02 byrnende

Went then

to gescipe scyndan.

to fate

life ond lice
life and  body

m&Zrum péodne,

for-famous prince,
ozr he
there  he  for-thar

wealdan moste,
prevail had-to,

hréd =t hilde.
glory in  battle.

of-ring-bender

burning

hastening.

py fyrste

BEOWULF

heorte gefysed
heart impelled
Sweord &r gebrzd
Sword  before  drew
gomele lafe,
old beirloom,

Zghwadrum was

to-each was
broga fram o6drum. 2565
terror  from other.

wid stéapne rond
against steep shield
02 se wyrm gebéah
when  the  serpent coiled
hé on searwum bad.

he in armor waited.

gebogen scridan,
coiled gliding,
Scyld wel gebearg 2570

Shield  well  protected

I®ssan hwile

for-a-shorter  while

ponne his myne sohte;
than bis  mind  sought;
forman dogore
on-first day
swa him wyrd ne gescraf
as  to-him  fate  not  decreed

Hond up abrzd 2575
Hand — up  raised

193



2580

2590

Geata dryhten,

of-Geats lord,
incge-lafe,
with-splendid [7)-heirloom,
brin on biane,

bright ~ on  bone,

ponne his diodcyning

than its
bysigum gebzded.
by-afflictions  oppressed.

xfter headuswenge
affer

wearp walfyre;

battle-stroke
threw slaughter-fire;
hildeléoman.
battle-lights.
goldwine Geata;
goldfriend  of-Geats;

nacod =zt nide,

naked at  bostility,
iren &rgod. —
iron good-of-old.

pxt se mZra

that  the  famous

grundwong pone

earth-plain that

sceolde [ofer] willan

had-to against
elles hwergen,

else somewhere,

people-king

Of-glory-victories  not

will

BEOWULF

sloh

terribly-shining-one  struck

gryrefihne

pxt sio ecg gewic

that  the edge  failed
bat unswidor,
bit  less-strongly,

pearfe hafde
had

need

ba waxs beorges weard

Then — was  of-barrow  guardian

on hréoum méde,
in fierce beart,
wide sprungon

widely sprang

Hrédsigora ne gealp

boasted
gudbill geswac
war-sword  fuiled
swai hyt n6 sceolde,
should,
sid,

venture,

as it not

Ne was pat &de

Not  was  that  easy

maga Ecgdeowes

son of-Ecgtheow
ofgyfan wolde;
give-up would;
wic eardian
dwelling  inbabit

swa sceal Zghwylc mon

as must each man
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alZtan l®ndagas.
leave transitory-days.
pxt 01 aglEcean

that  the  fearsome-ones

Hyrte hyne hordweard, hreder Zdme

Took-heart  himself  hoard-guardian, breast  with-breath

niwan stefne;
with-new turn;
fyre befongen
by-fire encircled

BEOWULF

Nzs 0a long to don,

Not-was then  long  to  that,

hy  eft gemétton.

themselves  again met.

nearo Jdrowode
distress suffered
sé de zr folce weéold.

he who before people  ruled.

Nealles him on héape handgesteallan,

Not-at-all ~ him  in
xdelinga bearn
of-princes sons
hildecystum,
with-warlike-virtues,
ealdre burgan.
life to-save.
sefa. wid sorgum;
mind  with sorrows;
wiht onwendan

at-all change

band band-comrades,
ymbe gestodon
around stood
ac hy on holt bugon,
but they into wood fled,
Hiora in anum weéoll
Of-them in one surged
sibb’ #Zfre ne mzg
kinship  ever  not  can
pam de wel penced.

for-him  who  well thinks.
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XXXVI « WIGLAF

Wiglaf, son of Weobstan, sees bis lord suffering in the beat and remembers the
gifts Beowulf gave him. He takes up the old sword bis father won from Eanmund,
and reproaches the others for forgetting their vows in the mead-hall; e would
rather burn beside his lord than go home. He wades through the smoke to Beowulf’s
side, and when bis wooden shield is burned away he shelters under Beowulfs.
Beowulf strikes again and bis sword Naegling shatters, and the dragon seizes bim
by the neck with its fangs.

Wiglaf wes haten, Weoxstanes sunu,
Wiglaf  was  called, of- Weokstan  som,
leoflic lindwiga, leod Scylfinga,

beloved  shicld-warrior, prince of-Soylfings

m&g Alfheres; geseah his mondryhten

kinsman  of-Aelfbere; saw bis liege-lord

2605 under heregriman hat prowian.
under war-mask heat suffer.
Gemunde &a da are, pé hé him =Zr forgeaf
Remembered  then the  favors, which he him before  gave,
wicstede weligne Wzgmundinga,
dwelling-place  wealthy of Waegmundings,

folcrihta gehwylc, swa his feder ihte;
folk-rights each, as  his  father  owned;

ne mihte i forhabban, hond rond geféng,

not  could  then restrain, band  shield seized,
2610 geolwe linde, gomel swyrd getéah;

yellow linden, old sword drew;

pxt was mid eldum Eanmundes laf]

that ~ was among  men of-Eanmund  heirloom,

196



BEOWULF

suna Obhtere[s]; pam =t szcce weard,

son of-Obthere; to-whom in  battle  became,

wrzcca(n) wineléasum Weohstan bana

to-exile friendless Weobstan slayer

méces ecgum, ond his magum xtbzr

of-sword  with-edges, and  to-bis  kinsmen carried

brunfigne helm, hringde byrnan, 2615
brown-shining  helmet, ringed mail-coat,

ealdsweord etonisc; pzt him Onela forgeaf,

old-sword gigantic; that  him Onela gave,

his gxdelinges gudgewzdu,

of-his kinsman war-garments,

fyrdsearo faslic, — n6 ymbe 08i fzhde sprzc,

army-gear ready, not  about  the  feud spoke,

péah de hé his brodor bearn abredwade.

though thar  he  of-his  brother son had-killed.

He [d4] frztwe gehéold fela misséra, 2620
He  those  treasures kept many  of-balf-years,

bill ond byrnan, 00 Jxt his byre mihte

blade and  mail-coat, until  that  his son could
eorlscipe efnan swa his Zrfzder;

beroism perform as his  forefather;

geaf him 82 mid Géatum gudgewzda,
gave  him  then among Geats of-war-garments,
&ghwas unrim, pa hé of ealdre gewat
of-each countless, when  be  from life departed
frod on fordweg. — bi was forma sid 2625
old on forth-way. Then — was first  time
geongan cempan, pxt hé gude r&s
for-young champion, that  he of-war rush
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mid his fréodryhtne fremman sceolde.
with bis noble-lord perform should.
Ne gemealt him se modsefa, né his m&ges laf
Not  melied  in-him the  courage, nor of-his kinsman  heirloom
gewic ®t wige; pxt se wyrm onfand,
failed in  battle that  the  serpent found,
2630 syddan hie togxdre gegan hezfdon.
after they  together come had.
Wiglaf madelode, wordrihta fela

Wiglaf spoke, of-right-words  many

segde gesidum — him was sefa gedomor—:
said to-companions to-him  was  mind sad:
‘Ic O0xt mzl geman, pZr wé medu pégun,
T that  time  remember, when  we mead drank,
ponne wé gehéton dssum hlaforde
when we  promised our lord

2635 in biorsele, 0¢ us Oas béagas geaf,
in  beer-hall, who us  these rings gave,
pxt wé him 0a gudgeatwa gyldan woldon,
that  we  him  the war-gear repay would,

gif him pyslicu pearf gelumpe,

if him such need befell,
helmas ond heard sweord. beé heé asic on herge gecéas
helmets and  hard sword. Therefore he  us  in  army chose
to dyssum sidfate sylfes willum,
for this venture by-own will,

2640 onmunde Usic m&rda, ond mé pis madmas geaf,
deemed-worthy  us ofglories, and  me these  treasures gave,

pe  hé usic garwigend gode tealde,

because  he us  spear-warriors good  counted,
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hwate helmberend, —
bold

belmet-bearers,

pis ellenweorc

this  courage-work alone

t0 gefremmanne,

to

perform,

BEOWULF

péah de

that

hlaford s

though lord

for-us

ana 2100hte
intended
folces hyrde,
of-people  guardian,

fordam hé manna mst mZrda gefremede, 2645
because he  of-men most of-glories performed,

dzda dollicra. Nua is sé dxg cumen,

of-deeds  daring. Now is the day come,

pxt are mandryhten megenes behofad,

that  our liege-lord of-strength bas-need,

godra gudrinca; wutun gongan to,

of-good  of-warriors; let-us g0 to,

helpan hildfruman, penden hyt s,

belp battle-chief, while it is,

glédegesa grim! God wit on mec, 2650
fire-terror grim! God  knows of  me,

pzt mé is micle léofre, pxt minne lichaman

that  to-me is  much  dearer; that my body

mid minne goldgyfan gled fedmie.

with my gold-giver fire embrace.

Ne pynced mé gerysne, pxt wé rondas beren

Not seems  to-me  fitting, that  we  shields bear

eft o earde, nemne we Eror mxgen

back to  home, unless we  first can

fane gefyllan, feorh ealgian 2655

foe fell, life
Wedra d€odnes.
of-Weders  prince. I know

defend

Ic wat geare,

well,
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pxt nZron ealdgewyrht, pxt hé ana scyle

that  not-were old-deserts, that  he alone should

Géata dugude gnorn prowian,

of-Geats  of-veterans grief suffer,

gesigan xt sxcce; drum sceal sweord ond helm,

sink in  battle; for-us  shall sword and  helmet,
2660 byrne ond beaduscrad bim gem&ne’

mail-coat and  battle-garment for-both  in-common.”

Wod pa purh pone welréc, wigheafolan bar

Advanced then through  the  slaughter-smoke, war-helmet bore

fréan on fultum, fea worda cwad:

for-lord in belp, few  words spoke:

‘Léofa Biowulf, lzst eall tela,

Dear Beowulf, perform  all  well

swi 0a on geogudfeore geara gecwade,

as thou in youth-life formerly saidst,
2665 pxt Ot ne al®te be ¢ lifigendum

that  thou not wouldst-let by thee living

dom gedréosan; scealt ni d®dum rof,

glory fail; shal-thou now  in-deeds  brave,

xdeling anhydig, ealle magene

prince resolute, with-all ~ strength
feorh ealgian; ic 0¢ full®stu’
life defend; I thee  will-help.
Zfter dim wordum wyrm yrre cwom,
After those words serpent  angry  came,
2670 atol  inwitgest odre  side
terrible  malicious-stranger on-second  time

fyrwylmum fah fionda nios(i)an,

with-fire-surges  shining of~foes to-seek,
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ladra manna. Ligydum  forborn

of-hated men. With-flame-waves  burned

bord wid rond[e], byrne ne meahte

shield to rim, mail-coat  not could

geongum girwigan geoce gefremman,

to-young spear-warrior belp give,

ac se maga geonga under his m&ges scyld 2675
but the  man young under  of-his  kinsman  shield

elne ge€ode, pa his agen w(zs)

with-courage went, when  his  own was

gléedum forgrunden. Pa gén gudcyning

by-embers destroyed. Then  yet war-king

m(Zrda) gemunde, megenstrengo sloh

of-glories remembered, with-mighty-strength  struck

hildebille, pxt hyt on heafolan stod

with-battle-sword, that it  on bead stuck

nipe  genyded; Nagling forbarst, 2680
by-hostility driven; Naegling burst,

geswic xt szcce sweord Biowulfes

failed in  bartle sword of-Beowulf

gomol ond gregmzl. Him pzt gifede ne was,

old and  gray-patterned. To-him  that  granted not  was,

pxt him irenna ecge mihton

that ~ him  ofirons edges could

helpan =zt hilde; was sio hond to strong,

help in  battle was  the  hand  too  strong,

s€ Oe méca gehwane mine gefr@ge 2685
he  who of-swords each by-my  bearing

swenge ofersohte, ponne hé 0 sxcce bar

by-stroke overtaxed, when he to  battle  bore
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wzpen wund[rJlum heard; nxs him wihte dé seél.
weapon wondrously hard; not-was  for-him  at-all  the better.
ba waxs péodsceada priddan side,
Then —was  people-ravager on-third ~ time,

frécne fyrdraca fzhda gemyndig,

ferce fire-dragon of-feuds mindful,

r&sde on dJone rofan, pa him ram ageald,
rushed ~ on the  brave-one, when  to-him  opportunity  offered,
hat ond headogrim, heals ealne ymbeféng

hot and battle-grim, neck whole encircled

biteran banum; hé geblodegod weard

with-bitter bones; bhe bloodied became
sawuldriore, swit youm wéoll.

with-soul-blood, blood  in-waves  surged.

XXXVII - THE DRAGON’S DEATH

Wiglaf strikes the dragon lower down, bis hand burning, and the fire begins to die;
Beowulf draws bis knife and cuts the dragon through the middle. It is Beowulf’s
last victory. The poison swells in bis wound, and he sits by the wall gazing at
the giants” stone arches while Wiglaf washes bim with water and unfastens his
belmet. Beowulf wishes be bad a son to leave bis armor to, and says be ruled fifty
years, picked no treacherous quarrels, and swore no false oaths, so God cannot
charge bim with murdering his kin. He sends Wiglaf into the barrow so that
be may see the treasure before be dies.

bi ic xt pearfe [gefregn] péodcyninges

Then I at need beard of-people-king
andlongne eorl ellen cjydan,
upright warrior courage  show,
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creft ond céndu, swi him gecynde was.

strength — and  boldness, as  to-him natural was.

Ne hédde hé pas heafolan, ac sio hand gebarn

Not  heeded ~ he  the head, but  the  hand burned

modiges mannes, pzr hé his m&ges healp,

of-brave man, where be  bis  kinsman  helped,

pxzt hé pone  nidgast niodor hwene sloh,

so-that  he the  malicious-stranger lower  somewbat  struck,

secg on searwum, pat dxt sweord gedeaf 2700
man in armor, that  the sword  plunged-in

fah  ond f&ted, pxt Oxt fyr ongon
shining  and  plated, so-that  the  fire  began

swedrian syddan. bPa gén sylf cyning

to-abate afterward. Then  yet  bimself  king

geweold his gewitte, well-seaxe gebrzd

controlled bis senses, slaughter-knife drew

biter ond beaduscearp, pxt hé on byrnan weg;

bitter  and battle-sharp, which  he on  mail-coat  wore;

forwrait Wedra helm wyrm on middan. 2705
cut-through  of-Weders  protector serpent  in middle.

Feond gefyldan — ferh ellen wrzc—,

Foe felled life courage  drove-out,

ond hi hyne pa bégen abroten hzfdon,

and  they  him  then  both destroyed had,

sibxdelingas; swylc sceolde secg wesan,

kindred-princes; such should man be,

pegn «t Oearfe! bzt 0am péodne was

thane in need! That  for-the  prince was

sidas[t] sigehwila sylfes d&dum, 2710
last of-victory-times by-own deeds,
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2720

2725

worlde geweorces.
of-world of-work.
pe

which the

him
swelan ond swellan;
and

to-burn to-swell;

pzt him on bréostum

him se eorddraca

earth-dragon

BEOWULF

bia sio wund ongon,

Then the  wound began,

Zr geworhte,

before

made,

hé pxt sona onfand,

be  that at-once  found,

bealonid(e) wéoll

that  in-him in breast with-evil-malice  surged
attor on innan. ba se =zdeling giong,
poison in  within. Then the  prince went,
pxt heé bi wealle wishycgende

so-that  he by wall wise-minded

gesxt on sesse; seah on enta geweorc,
sat on seat; looked  on  of-giants work,
ha da stanbogan stapulum faste

how the  stone-arches with-pillars fast

éce  eordreced innan healde.

eternal  earth-hall within beld.

Hyne ba mid handa heorodréorigne,

Him then  with band
peoden m&rne p
prince famous

winedryhten his

friend-lord bis
hilde  szdne
from-battle  weary

Biowulf mapelode —

Beowulf spoke
wunde wzlbléate;

wound deadly-pale;

thane

cword-bloody,
egn ungemete till,
immeasurably  good,
watere gelafede

laved

with-water

ond his hel(m) onspéon.
and

bis belmet unfastened.

he  over  wound

spoke,
wisse hé gearwe,
be

knew well,
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pxt hé dxghwila gedrogen hefde,

that  he day-times spent bad,
eordan wynn(e); 02 wzs eall sceacen
of-earth Joys then  was all departed
dogorgerimes, dead ungemete néah—:
of-day-count, death  immeasurably near:
‘Na ic suna minum syllan wolde
Now I  to-son my give would
gudgewzdu, pxr meé gifede swa
war-garments, if  to-me granted 50
&nig yrfeweard xfter wurde

any beir after were

lice gelenge. Ic das léode heéold

to-body  belonging. I this  people  ruled
fiftig wintra; nxs sé folccyning,

fifty winters; not-was  the Jolk-king,
ymbesittendra Znig dara,

of-neighbors any  of-those,

pé mec gadwinum grétan dorste,

who  me  with-war-friends approach  dared,
egesan  Jedn. Ic on earde bad
with-terror  threaten. I in  homeland awaited
m&lgesceafta, héold min tela,
destined-times, beld mine  well,

ne sohte searonidas, né mé swor
not  sought  treacherous-quarrels, nor  for-myself  swore
ada on unriht. Ic Ozs ealles mag
oaths in wrong. I of-this all can
feorhbennum séoc geféan habban;
with-life-wounds sick joy have;
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of-men

forddm mé witan ne Jearf Waldend fira
because me  charge not  need Ruler
mordorbealo maga, ponne min sceaced
murder-bale of-kinsmen, when my departs
lif of lice. Na da lungre geong

life from  body. Now thou  quickly g0

hord scéawian under hirne stin,

hoard to-view under gray stone,
Wiglaf léofa, ni se wyrm liged,

Wiglaf dear, now the  serpent lies,

swefed sare wund, since beréafod.
sleeps sorely  wounded, of-treasure bereft.

Bio na on ofoste, pxt ic &rwelan,

Be now in baste, that I  ancient-wealth,
goldZht  ongite, gearo scéawige

gold-possession  may-behold,
swegle searogimmas,
bright curious-gems,
zfter maddumwelan

after
lif ond léodscipe,

trmsure-wealtb

life  and

people,

readily see
pxt ic dy  séft
that I the more-easily

min alZtan
my  give-up
pone ic longe heéold’
which 1

long beld.
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XXXVIII - BEOWULF’S LAST WORDS

Wiglaf enters the barrow and sees gold glittering on the ground, rusty helmets,
the vessels of men long dead, and a golden banner shining over the hoard. He
carries out cups, dishes, and the banner and burries back to find bis lord near
death. Beowulf thanks God for the treasure be bas won for bis people and asks
that a barrow be raised on Hronesness, to be called Beowulf’s barrow by seafarers.
He gives Wiglaf his golden collar, belmet, and mail-coat, calls bim the last of
the Waegmundings, and dies.

ba ic snude gefregn

Then I quickly beard
xfter wordewydum
after

hyran headosiocum,

word-sayings

sunu Wihstines

son of-Weobstan

wundum dryhtne
lord

to-wounded

hringnet beran,

obey to-battle-sick-one, ring-net bear,

brogdne beadusercean under beorges hrof. 2755
woven battle-shirt under  of-barrow  roof

Geseah 03 sigehrédig, pa hé bi sesse geong,

Saw then  victory-exultant, when  he by  seat went,

magopegn modig maddumsigla fealo,

young-thane brave of-treasure-jewels  many,

gold glitinian grunde getenge,

gold glittering to-ground close,

wundur on wealle, ond pxs wyrmes denn,

wonders on wall, and  of-the  serpent den,

ealdes whtflogan, orcas stondan, 2760
old of-dawn-flier, cups standing,

fyrnmanna fatu, feormendléase,

of-men-of-old

vessels,

without-polishers,
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hyrstum behrorene; p&r wxs helm monig
of-ornaments bereft; there  was  helmet many
eald ond omig, earmbéaga fela
old and  rusyy, of-arm-rings  many
searwum ges&led. — Sinc €ade meg,
cunningly bound. Treasure  easily can,

2765 gold on grund(e) gumcynnes gehwone
gold in ground of-mankind each

oferhigian, hyde sé de wylle! —
overpower [?], bide  he who will!

Swylce hé siomian geseah segn eallgylden

Likewise be hanging saw banner all-golden
héah ofer horde, hondwundra mzst,

high  over  hoard, of-band-wonders  greatest,
gelocen leodocraftum; of dim léoma stod,
locked by-limb-skills; from  which light stood,

2770 pxt hé pone grundwong ongitan meahte,
so-that ~ he the ground-plain perceive could,
wrte giondwlitan. Naxs Oxs wyrmes p&r
treasures survey. Not-was of-the  serpent  there
onsyn Znig, ac hyne ecg fornam.
sight any, bur  bhim  edge carried-off.
bi ic on hlewe gefregn hord réafian,
Then I in  mound heard hoard  plunder,
eald enta geweorc inne mannan,
old of-giants work one man,

2775 him on bearm hladon bunan ond discas
for-bimself into  bosom load cups and dishes
sylfes dome; segn €ac gendm,
own by-choice; banner  also took,
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béacna beorhtost. Bill &r gescod
of-beacons brightest. Sword  before  injured
— ecg wxs iren — ealdhlafordes
edge  was  iron of-old-lord
pam Odara madma mundbora was
to-him  of-those  treasures guardian was
longe hwile, ligegesan weag 2780
long while, fire-terror bore
hatne for horde, hioroweallende
hot for  hoard, fiercely-surging
middelnihtum, o0 pat hé mordre swealt.
at-midnights, until  thar  he  by-violence died.
Ar wzs on ofoste, eftsides georn,
Messenger — was ~in haste, of-return eager,
fretwum  gefyrdred; hyne fyrwet brac,
by-treasures urged; him  curiosity  pressed,
hwader collenferd cwicne gemeétte 2785
whether bold-spirited alive would-find
in dam wongstede Wedra péoden
in  the plain-place of-Weders  prince
ellensiocne, pzr hé hine Zr forlét.
strength-failing, where he  him  before left.
Hé 02 mid pim madmum mZrne pioden,
He  then with  the treasures famous prince,
dryhten sinne driorigne fand
lord bis bloody found
ealdres =zt ende; hé hine eft ongon 2790
oflife at end; he  him  again  began
waxteres weorpan, 00 pxt wordes ord
with-water  to-sprinkle, until  that  of-word  point
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bréosthord purhbrzc.
breast-hoard

broke-through.

gomel on giohde

BEOWULF

[Biorncyning sprac]
Warrior-king spoke

— gold scéawode—:

old in sorrow gold looked-at:
‘Ic dara fretwa Fréan ealles danc,
T for-these treasures to-Lord  of-all  thanks,
Wauldurcyninge wordum secge,
to-Glory-King with-words say,

écum Dryhtne, pé ic hér on starie,
to-eternal Lord, which I here at gaze,
pxs de ic moste minum léodum
for-that  thar I might for-my people

Zr swyltdege swylc gestrynan.

before  death-day such acquire.

Na ic on madma hord

Now I for of-treasures

frode feorhlege,

old life-laying,
leoda pearfe;
of-people need; not

Hatad headomzre

Command  battle-famous-ones
beorhtne zfter bzle
after

sé scel 0 gemyndum

bright pyre

it shall as memorial

héah hlifian

high tower on
pzt hit s&lidend
so-that it seafarers

hoard

attend-to

mine bebohte

my bave-sold

fremmad géna

still

ne mxg ic her leng wesan.

can I bere

longer be.
hlgw gewyrcean

mound to-make

xt brimes nosan;
at of-sea beadland;
minum léodum

for-my peaple

on Hronesnzsse,

Hronesness,
sy00an hatan

afterward  call
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Biowulfes biorh, da Je brentingas
of-Beowulf barrow, those who ships
ofer floda genipu feorran drifad.
over  offloods  mists from-afar  drive’

Dyde him  of healse hring gyldenne
Took from=-himself  from neck ring golden

pioden pristhydig, pegne gesealde,

prince bold-minded, to-thane gave,

geongum garwigan, goldfihne helm,

to-young spear-warrior, gold-adorned  helmet,

béah ond byrnan, hét hyne bracan well—:
ring and  mail-coat, bade  him use well:
‘Pi eart endelaf asses cynnes,

‘Thou art last-remnant of-our race,

Wazgmundinga; ealle wyrd forswéop

of-Waegmundings; all fate swept-away
mine magas t0 metodsceafte,

my kinsmen to  ordainer-decree,

eorlas on elne; ic him =xfter sceal’
warriors  in  courage; I them  after must.”
Pzt was pam gomelan gingzste word
That  was  to-the old-one last word
bréostgehygdum, Zr he bzl cure,
from-breast-thoughts, before  he  pyre  chose,

hate headowylmas; him of hradre gewat

hot battle-surges; from-bim  from  breast  departed
sawol sécean sodfzstra  dom.
soul to-seck of~the-righteous  glory.
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[xxxvII] - THE COWARDS RETURN

Wiglaf grieves beside his dead lord and the dead dragon, which will never again
fly over its hoard at midnight. The ten cowards come out of the wood with their
shields and find bim trying in vain to revive Beowulf with water. He rebukes them:
their lord gave them their armor, but when war came be had no comrades to boast
of, and God let him avenge bimself alone, for Wiglaf’s own belp was too little.
Now their kin will lose land and gifts, and death is better than a life of shame.

Di was gegongen guman unfrodum

Then — was come-about to-the-man

Yyoung

earfodlice,

pat

with-difficulty, that

pone leofestan

the dearest
bleéate geb®ran.
wretchedly fare.

egeslic eorddraca

terrible earth-dragon

bealwe geb@ded.
by-evil oppressed.
wyrm wohbogen

serpent coiled

ac him irenna
him

but of-irons

hearde headoscearde

bard battle-notched
pxt se widfloga
so-that the  wide-flier

hréas on hrasan
fell on

earth

hé on eordan geseah

he on earth saw

lifes =t ende
of-life  at end

Bona swylce lzg,

Slayer  likewise  lay,
ealdre beréafod,
oflife bereft,

Beéahhordum leng

Ring-hoards longer

wealdan ne moste,

rule not  might,
ecga fornimon,
edges carried-off,
homera lafe,
of-hammers  leavings,
wundum  stille

with-wounds ~ still
hordzrne neéah.

hoard-house near.
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Nalles after lyfte lacende hwearf
Not-at-all  through  air fying turned
middelnihtum, madmzhta wlonc
at-midnights, of-treasure-possessions  proud

ansyn ywde, ac hé eordan gefeoll

face showed, but  he  to-earth fell

for dzs hildfruman hondgeweorce. 2835
because-of  of-the battle-chief handiwork.

Huaru pzt on lande Iyt manna dih

Indeed  that in land few  of-men  prospered

magenagendra mine gefrge,

of-strength-owners by-my  bearing,

péah de hé dzda gehwes dyrstig wre,

though that  he  of-deeds each daring were,

pxt hé wid attorsceadan orede ger®sde,

that  he  against  of-poison-ravager breath rushed,

000e hringsele hondum styrede, 2840
or ring-hall with-bands  disturbed,

gif hé wzccende weard onfunde

if’ be watching guardian found

bion on beorge. Biowulfe weard

dwelling in  barrow. To-Beowulf was

dryhtmadma dzl déade forgolden;

of-lordly-treasures  share with-death paid;

hafde zghwader ende geféred

had each end reached

lZznan  lifes. Nzs 02 lang to don, 2845

of-transitory  life.

pxt 02 hildlatan
that  the battle-laggards

Not-was  then  long il that,

holt ofgefan,
wood left,
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tydre tréowlogan

BEOWULF

tyne xtsomne,

weak troth-breakers ten together,

02 ne dorston Zr daredum lacan
who  not dared before with-spears  play
on hyra mandryhtnes miclan pearfe;
in their of-liege-lord great need;
ac hy scamiende scyldas bZran,

but  they ashamed shields bore,
gudgewzdu p&r se gomela lzg;
war-garments where the  old-one lay;

wlitan on Wilaf.

looked at  Wiglaf
fedecempa fréan
foor-champion of-lord

wehte hyne watre;
roused bim

Ne
Not

with-water;

could be

on

on dim frumgire

in the first-spear

dzs Wealdendes
of-the Ruler
dom Godes

of-God

nor
wolde
would

judgment

gumena gehwylcum,

shoulders

meahte hé on eordan,

earth,

He geweérgad set,

He wearied sat,

eaxlum néah,

near,

him wiht ne speow.

bim  at-all not  availed.

though ~ be  wished

feorh gehealdan,
life keep,

wiht oncirran;
anything change;
d®dum rzdan
by-deeds

rule

swa hé na gén déo.

déah hé ude wel,

well,

of-men for-each, as it  now still  does.
bPa wzs =zt 0am geongan grim andswaru
Then — was  from  the young-one grim answer
&dbegete pam de &r his elne forléas.
easily-got for-him who  before  his  courage lost.
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Wiglaf madelode, Weohstianes sunu,

Wiglaf spoke, of-Weohstan son,

sec[g] sarigferd — seah on unléofe—:

man  sad-spirited looked on  unloved-ones:

‘Pet, 13, mag secgan sé¢ Oe wyle s0d specan,
“That,  lo, may say bhe who will  truth speak,
pxt se mondryhten, s€ €ow 04 madmas geaf,
that  the liege-lord, who  you  the  treasures  gave,
éoredgeatwe, pé gé b&r on standad, —
army-gear, which you there in stand,

ponne hé on ealubence oft gesealde

when he on ale-bench often gave
healsittendum helm ond byrnan,

to-hall-sitters belmet  and — mail-coat,

péoden his pegnum, swylce hé prydlicost

prince to-his thanes, such-as  he  most-splendid
ower feor odde néah findan meahte—,
anywhere  far or near find could,

pat hé génunga gudgewzdu

that  he utterly war-garments
wride forwurpe, 02 hyne wig beget.
wretchedly  threw-away, when  bhim war  befell.

Nealles folccyning fyrdgesteallum
Not-at-all Jolk-king of-army-comrades
gylpan Dorfte; hwadre him God ude,

boast needed; yet him  God  granted,

sigora Waldend, pxt hé hyne sylfne gewrac

of-victories Ruler, that  he  him self avenged
ana mid ecge, pa him was elnes pearf.
alone  with  edge, when to-him  was  of-courage  need.
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Ic him lifwrade lytle meahte

I him  life-protection little could
xtgifan xt gude, ond ongan swa péah
give in  battle, and began so  though
ofer min gemet m&ges helpan;
beyond  my  measure kinsman to-help;
2880 symle wxs py sZmra, ponne ic sweorde drep
ever was  the  weaker, when I with-sword  struck

ferhdgenidlan, fyr unswidor

life-enemy, fire  less-strongly
weoll of gewitte. Wergendra t Iyt
surged  from head. Of-defenders ~ too  few

prong ymbe péoden, pa hyne sio priag becwom.

thronged — around  prince, when  him  the  bard-time came.
Na sceal sincpego ond swyrdgifu,
Now  shall  treasure-receiving and  sword-giving,
2885 eall &delwyn gowrum cynne,
all native-joy for-your race,
lufen alicgean; londrihtes mot
love [?] cease; of-land-right ~ must
pZre m&gburge monna Zghwylc
of-that kindred of-men each
idel hweorfan, sy0dan xdelingas
empty wander, after princes
feorran gefricgean fleam éowerne,
from-afar hear-of flight your,
2890 domléasan dzd. Déad bid sélla
inglorious deed. Death  is  better

eorla gehwylcum ponne edwitlif!”

of-warriors for-each than life-of-shame!’
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XL +- THE MESSENGER

Wiglaf sends word to the warriors waiting on the cliff, and a messenger announces

Beowulf’s death and the dragon’s. He foresees war: the Franks and Frisians bave
bated the Geats since Hygelac’s raid, and the Swedes will not keep peace. He recalls
bow the Geats once attacked Ongentheow, who killed their king Haethcyn, rescued

his own wife, and besieged the survivors in Ravenswood, threatening to hang them

for the birds, until at dawn they beard Hygelac’s horns coming to their rescue.

Heht

Commanded  then

ap ofer ecgclif,
edge-cliff,

morgenlongne dzg

up over

morning-long
bordhzbbende,
shield-bearing,
endedogores

of-last-day

léofes monnes.

of-dear man.
niwra spella
of-new  tidings

ac heé sodlice

but  he truly

‘Na is wilgeofa

04 pxt headoweorc

that

t0 hagan

battle-work to  enclosure

pzr pzt eorlweorod

where that  warrior-band

modgiomor  sxt,

day beart-sad

sat,
béga on weénum,
of-both in  expectation,

ond eftcymes

and of-return

Lyt swigode
Little  kept-silent

sé de nzs

gerad,

be  who headland

rode,

segde ofer ealle:
before all:

Wedra léoda,

said

Now is  joy-giver of Weders  of-peaple,
dryhten Geata deadbedde fest,
lord ofGeats on-death-bed  fast,
wunad wzlreste wyrmes d&dum;
dwells in-slaughter-bed of-serpent  by-deeds;
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2910

2915

him  on efn liged ealdorgewinna
beside-him  on  level  lies life-enemy
sexbennum  séoc; sweorde ne meahte
with-knife-wounds  sick; with-sword ~ not could
on dam agl&Ecean &nige pinga

on fbe monster in—any way

wunde gewyrcean. Wiglaf sited

wound make. Wiglaf sits

ofer Biowulfe, byre Wihstanes,

over Beowulf, son of-Weobstan,

eorl ofer 6drum unlifigendum,
warrior  over other lifeless,

healded higemZdum héafodwearde
bolds with-mind-weary bead-watch

leofes ond lades. Na ys leodum weén
of-loved-one  and  of-hated-one. Now is  for-people
orleghwile, sy0dan under[ne]

of-war-time,

after

Froncum ond Frysum

to-Franks and

wide weorded.

becomes.

widely
heard wid Haugas,

bard against  Hugas,

faran  flotherge
traveling  with-ship-army

pzr

hyne Hetware

where  him Hetware
elne geéodon
with-courage  achieved

Frisians

BEOWULF

unbidden
fyll cyninges
fall of-king

Was sio wroht scepen

Was  the strife created

sy00an Higelic cwom
after
on Frésna land,
land,

Hygelac came
into  of-Frisians
hilde genZzgdon,
in-battle assailed,
mid ofermzgene,
with

superior-force,
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pxt se byrnwiga bugan sceolde,
so-that the mail-warrior bow bad-to,
feoll on féedan; nalles frztwe geaf
fell in  foot-troop; not-at-all  treasures  gave
ealdor dugode. Us was 4 syddan
chief to-veterans. To-us  was  ever since
Merewioingas milts ungyfede. —
of-Merovingian favor not-granted.
Né ic te Swéodéode sibbe 0dde tréowe
Nor I from  Swedish-people peace or  good-faith
wihte ne wéne, ac was wide cad,
at-all —  expect, but  was  widely known,

pxtte Ongendio ealdre besnydede
that Ongentheow of-life deprived

Hadcen Hrepling wid Hrefnawudu,

Haethcyn Hrethling by Ravenswood,
pa for onmédlan &rest gesohton
when  for arrogance first sought
Géata leode Gud-Scilfingas.

of-Geats  people War-Scylfings.

Sona him se froda fxeder Ohtheres,
At-once  him  the  wise father of-Obthere,

eald ond egesfull ondslyht ageaf,

old and terrible counter-blow  gave,
abréot brimwisan, bryd ahredde,
cut-down sea-king, wife rescued,
gomela idméowlan golde berofene,
old-one old-woman of-gold bereft,
Onelan médor ond Ohtheres;
of-Onela mother and  of-Obthere;
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ond 03

and

folgode
followed

hi
they

then

00 Ozt

until  that

in Hrefnesholt
into Ravenswood
Beszt 02
Besieged
wundum werge;
by-wounds

weary;

teohhe

Company

earmre
to-wretched
cwzd, hé on
said, bhe in
gétan wolde,

destroy would,

[fuglum] 0 gamene.

for-birds as
sarigmodum

to-the-sad-hearted

sy0dan hie Hygelaces

when they

gealdor ongeaton,
heard,

sound

léoda

dugode

of-people  with-veterans

odéodon

wem—away

sinherge

then  with-great-army

mergenne

morning

SPOVIZ

together-with

of-Hygelac

BEOWULF

feorhgenidlan,
life-enemis,
earfodlice
with-difficulty
hlafordlease.
lordless.
lafe

leavings

sweorda
of-swords
wean oft gehét
misery often  promised
ondlonge niht,

whole night,

meéces ecgum
of-sword  with-edges
sum[e] on galgtréowu[m]
some on gallows-trees

eft
afterward

Frofor gelamp

Comfort came
somod &rdxge,
early-day,
horn ond byman,
and

born trumpet,

pa se goda com
when  the good-one  came
on last faran.

on track traveling
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XLI - THE TREASURE CURSED

The messenger tells how Ongentheow fell back to bis fortress and was brought to
bay by Hygelacs men: Wulf wounded him and was struck down, and Eofor killed
the old king, for which Hygelac gave each brother land and rings, and gave Eofor
bis only daughter. That feud, be says, will bring the Swedes upon the Geats now
that their king is dead, and the hoard must burn with Beowulf; no harp will
wake the warriors, but the raven will tell the eagle of its feast. The warriors
find Beowulf’s body beside the fifty-foot dragon, among treasures laid under a
spell that only God could lift.

Wzs sio swatswadu Sw[élona ond Géata,
Was the blood-track of-Swedes and  of-Geats,
walr®s  weora wide gesyne,

slaughter-rush  of-men widely  visible,

ha 032 folc mid him fzhde towehton.
how the peoples between  themselves feud stirred-up.
Gewat him i se goda mid his gzdelingum,
Went himself then the good-one with  his kinsmen,
frod felageomor festen sécean,

wise very-sad Jortress to-seek,

eorl  Ongenpio ufor oncirde;

warrior  Ongentheow higher  turned;

hxfde Higelaces hilde gefranen,

bad of-Hygelac warfare  heard-of

wlonces  wigcraft; widres ne trawode,
of-proud-one  war-skill; in-resistance not trusted,
pzt hé sZmannum onsacan mihte,

that e to-seamen fight-off could,
headolidendum hord forstandan,
from-battle-sailors hoard defend,
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BEOWULF

bearn ond bryde; beéah eft ponan

children  and wife; bent  back  thence

eald under eordweall. ba wxs Zht boden
old under earth-wall. Then — was  pursuit  offered
Swéona leéodum, segn Higelace[s]

of-Swedes to-peaple, banners of-Hygelac
freodowong pone ford oferéodon,

refuge-field that forth overran,

sy0dan Hrédlingas to hagan prungon.
after Hrethlings to  enclosure pressed.
bzr weard Ongendiow ecgum sweorda,
There was Ongentheow with-edges  of-swords,
blondenfexa on bid wrecen,

gray-haired to  bay driven,

pxt se peéodcyning dafian sceolde

so-that  the people-king submit had-to
Eafores anne dom. Hyne yrringa
of-Eofor sole  judgment. Him angrily

Wulf Wonreding wxpne ger&hte,
Wulf Wonreding with-weapon reached,

pxt him for swenge swat ®@drum sprong
so-that  him  from blow blood  from-veins  sprang
ford under fexe. Nzs hé forht swa Oeh,
forth  under  bair. Not-was he  afraid  so  though,

gomela Scilfing, ac forgeald hrade

old Scylfing, but repaid quickly
wyrsan wrixle walhlem pone,
with-worse  exchange slaughter-blow ~ that,

sy00an O¢odcyning pyder oncirde.
after people-king thither turned.
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Ne meahte se snella
Not could the  bold

ealdum ceorle

to-old man

ac hé him on héafde

BEOWULF

sunu Wonrédes
son ofWonred

ondslyht giofan,

counter-blow give,

helm &r gescer,

but he  him on bead helmet  before cut,
pxt hé blode fah bagan sceolde,
so-that  he  with-blood stained bow bad-to,

feoll on foldan;

fell on earth;

ac hé hyne gewyrpte,

but  be  himself

Lét se hearda
Ler  the  hardy

brad[n]e méce,

broad sword,

ealdsweord eotonisc

old-sword gigantic

brecan ofer bordweal;

bi’Eﬂk over

folces hyrde,
of-people  guardian,

bDa wxron monige,

Then were many,
ricone arZrdon,
quickly raised-up,
pxt hie wzlstowe
that  they  slaughter-place
Penden réafode

Meanwhile  plundered

nzs hé fzge pa git,

not-was he doomed then  yet,

recovered, though  that  him  wound

Higelaces pegn

of-Hygelac thane
pa his brodor lxg,

when  his  brother lay,

entiscne helm

giant-made  belmet

da gebéah cyning,

shield-wall; then bent king,

was in feorh dropen.

was  into life struck.

pé his mZg wridon,
who  his  kinsman bound,
02 him gerymed weard,
when  to-them cleared was,
wealdan méston.
control might.
rinc oderne,

warrior other,
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nam on Ongendio irenbyrnan,

took  from  Ongentheow iron-mail,

heard swyrd hilted, ond his helm somod;
bard sword hilted, and  his  belmet  as-well;
hares  hyrste Higelace bear.

oﬁgmy—one tﬂlppi}’lgS

to-Hygelac

Heé d(am) fretwum féng

He

leana (mid) leodum,

rewards

geald pone gudrzs

repaid

Hrédles eafora,
of-Hrethel

Tofore
to-Eofor
sealde
gave
landes
of-land

the

treasures T€C€iV€d

people,

among

and

bore.

ond him fegre gehét

and  him  fairly  promised

ond gel@ste swi;

fulflled

505

Géata dryhten,

the war-rush ofGeats lord,
pa hé to6 him becom,
son, when he to  home came,
ond Waulfe mid ofermadmum,
and  to-Wulf with  excessive-treasures,
hiora gehwadrum hund pusenda

to-each

of-them
ond locenra béaga, —
and

of-locked

rings,

mon on middangearde,

sy0da[n] hie 0&a

hundred

thousands

ne Jorfte him da léan odwitan

not needed them those rewards  blame

m&rda geslogon;

man on middle-earth, after they those  glories won;
ond 08a Iofore forgeaf angan dohtor,
and  then  to-Eofor gave only daughter,
hamweordunge, hyldo t6 wedde.
home-honor, favor  as  pledge.
bzt ys sio fzhdo ond se féondscipe,
That is  the feud and  the enmity,
wxlnid  wera, dxs Oe ic [wen] hafo,
slaughter-hate ~ of-men, for-which that I expectation  have,
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pé 1us sécead to Sweéona léoda,

that us  will-seek  to of-Swedes  people,

sy0dan hie gefricgead fréan tserne

after they learn lord our
ealdorléasne, pone de &r gehéold

lifeless, him  who  before beld

wi0  hettendum hord ond rice,

against enemies hoard  and  kingdom,

xfter hzleda hryre, hwate Sz-Géatas,
after of-heroes fall, bold Sea-Geats,
folcred  fremede, 000e furdur gén
people-benefit  performed, or further  still
eorlscipe efnde. — Na is ofost betost,
beroism did. Now is  haste best,
pxt wé péodcyning p&r sceawian,

that  we people-king there see,

ond pone gebringan, pé us beagas geaf,
and him bring, who  us rings gave,
on  adfare. Ne scel dnes hwat

on  funeral-journey. Not  shall  of-one  a-part
meltan mid pam modigan, ac p&r is madma hord,
melt with the brave-one, but  there is  of-treasures  hoard,
gold unrime grimme gecéa(po)d,

gold countless grimly purchased,

ond ni @t sidestan sylfes feore

and  now at last own  with-life

beagas (geboh)te; pa sceall brond fretan,

rings bought; those  shall fire devour,
Zled peccean, — nalles eorl wegan
flame cover, not-at-all warrior  wear
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maddum o gemyndum,

treasure as
habban on healse

bave on neck

ac sceal geomormod,

memorial,

BEOWULF

né magd scyne
fair

nor  maiden

hringweordunge,

ring-adornment,

golde bereafod

but  shall sad-hearted, of~gold bereft

oft nalles Zne elland tredan,

often  not-at-all  once foreign-land  tread,

nii se herewisa hleahtor  alegde,

now the army-leader laughter  has-laid-down,

gamen ond gléodréam. Fordon sceall gar wesan
Joy and glee-mirth. Therefore  shall ~ spear be
monig morgenceald mundum bewunden,

many morning-cold by-hands grasped,

hazfen on handa, nalles hearpan swég

raised in band, not-at-all  of-harp sound

wigend weccean,

ac se wonna hrefn

warriors wake, but  the dark raven
fas ofer fxgum fela reordian,

@ager over dUom@d’o‘Vle.Y mMCb Speak,

earne secgan, ha him xt &te spéow,
to-eagle tell, bow him  at meal sped,

penden hé wid wulffe]
wolf

while he  with
Swi se secg hwata
So the man
ladra  spella;
of-hateful  tidings; be
wyrda né worda.
of-events  nor  of-words.

bold
he

wal réafode’

corpses

plundered.”

secggende wes
telling was

ne leag fela

not lied  much

Weorod eall aris;

Company  all

arose;
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éodon unblide under Earnanzs,
went Joyless under Earnaness,
wollentéare wundur scéawian.
with-welling-tears wonder to-see.
Fundon &2 on sande sawulléasne
Found then on  sand soulless

hlimbed healdan pone pe him hringas geaf

bed-of-rest occupy him  who  them rings gave
Zrran mZlum; pa wzs endedxg
in-earlier times; then  was end-day

godum gegongen, pxt se gudcyning,

for-the-good-one come, that  the war-king,
Wedra péoden wundordéade swealt.
of-Weders  prince by-wondrous-death died.

ZAr hi p®r geségan syllicran wiht,

Earlier they  there saw stranger  creature,
wyrm on wonge widerrxhtes pzr
serpent  on plain opposite there
ladne licgean; was se légdraca

hateful lie; was  the fire-dragon

grimlic gry(refah) gledum beswzled;

grim terribly-colored with-embers scorched;
sé was fiftiges fotgemearces
he  was of-fifty of-foot-measure

lang on legere; lyfewynne heéold

long in bed; air-joy held
nihtes hwilum, nyder eft gewat
by-night  at-times, down  again  went
dennes niosian; wxs 03 deade fxst,
den to-seek; was  then in-death  fast,
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hzfde eordscrafa ende genyttod.

bad of-earth-caves end used.

Him big stodan bunan ond orcas,

Him  beside  stood cups and  vessels,

discas lagon ond dyre swyrd,

dishes lay and  precious  swords,

omige purhetone, swa hie wid eordan fzdm
rusty eaten-through, as  they in of-earth  embrace
pusend wintra pzr eardodon;

thousand winters there dwelt;

ponne was paxt yrfe

gacencreftig,

then was  thatr  beritage mightily-strong,
itmonna gold galdre bewunden,
of-men-of-old  gold with-spell wound,

pxt dam hringsele hrinan ne moste
so-that  the ring-hall touch  not  might
gumena Znig, nefne God sylfa,

of-men any, unless  God  himself,

sigora  S6dcyning sealde pim de hé wolde

of-victories True-King granted  to-him whom he  would

— hé is manna gehyld —
he is  of-men protection
efne swi hwylcum manna,

even so  to-whichever  of-men,

hord openian,
hoard to-open,
swi him gemet Jduhte.

as  to-him  fitting  seemed.
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XLII - THE FUNERAL ORDERS

The venture did not prosper for the dragon, nor for Beowulf, who could not know
how his death would come; the hoard was cursed until doomsday against whoever
plundered it. Wiglaf says they could not persuade their lord to leave the dragon
alone. He tells of Beowulf’s last wish for a bigh barrow at the pyre, orders wood
brought for the burning, and goes into the barrow with seven of the king’s best
thanes, one of them bearing a torch abead. They carry out the treasure, push
the dragon over the cliff into the sea, load the gold on a wagon, and bear the
old king to Hronesness.

bPa  was gesyne, pxt se si0 ne dah

Then — was evident, that  the wventure not prospered

pim Je unrihte
for-him  who  wrongfully

wrte under wealle.

ornaments  under wall.
feara sumne; pa
of-few one; then

gewrecen wradlice.
avenged grievously.
eorl  ellenrof
warrior  courage-famed
lifgesceafta,

of-life-destinies, when

mon mid his (ma)gum

man with  his kinsmen

Swi wzs Biowulfe,
So was  for-Beowulf,
sohte searonidas;

sought  cunning-quarrels;

inne gehydde
within bid
Weard #r ofsloh
Guardian before  slew
sio f&hd geweard
the  foud was
Wundur hwar ponne

Wonder where then

ende gefére

end  may-reach

ponne leng ne mezg

longer not  can
meduseld baan.
mead-hall  inbabit.
pa hé biorges weard
when  he  of-barrow  guardian
seolfa ne cide,

bimself  not  knew,
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purh hwat his worulde gedal weordan sceolde.
through  whar  of-his world parting come should.
Swa hit 00 domes dxg diope benemdon

So it unil of-doom  day slemnly  declared
peéodnas mzre, pa Oxt pzr dydon,

princes famous, who  that  there put,

pxt se secg wre synnum  scildig,

that  the man  would-be in-sins guilty,

hergum  geheaderod, hellbendum fest,

in-idol-shrines confined, in-hell-bonds fast,
wommum gewitnad, sé done wong strude.
with-evils punished, who  the place  plundered.

Nzs hé goldhwete gearwor hafde

Not-at-all e gold-bountiful [?] more-readily  had
agendes ést r gescéawod.
of-owner grace before seen.

Wiglaf madelode, Wihstanes sunu:

Wiglaf spoke, of-Weohstan son:
‘Oft sceall eorl monig anes willan
‘Often must  warrior ~ many of-one will
wrZc adréogan, swa us geworden is.
misery endure, as  for-us happened is.
Ne meahton wé gel&ran léofne péoden,
Not could we  persuade dear prince,
rices hyrde r&d Znigne,
of-kingdom ~ guardian counsel any,
pxt hé ne  grétte goldweard pone,
that  be not  should-approach gold-guardian  that,
lete hyne licgean, pzr hé longe waes,
lee him lie, where be  lomg  was
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wicum  wunian 08 woruldende,

in-dwellings dwell until world-end,

healdon heéahgesceap. Hord ys gescéawod,

hold high-destiny. Hoard  is seen,
grimme gegongen; waes pxt gifede to swid,
grimly won; was  that fate too  strong,

pé done [mannan] pyder ontyhte.

which  the man thither drew.

Ic was pzr inne ond pazt eall geondseh,
I was  there within and  that  all looked-over,
recedes geatwa, pa mé gerymed was,
of-building  treasures, when  to-me opened was,
nealles sw&slice si0  alyfed

not-at-all  pleasantly Journey  allowed

inn under eordweall. Ic on ofoste geféng
in under earth-wall. I in haste seized
micle mid mundum magenbyrdenne

great with hands mighty-burden
hordgestréona, hider at «tbar
of-hoard-treasures, bither  out  carried

cyninge minum. Cwico was pa géna,
to-king my. Alive was  then  still,

wis ond gewittig; worn eall gesprxc

wise  and  conscious; much  all spoke

gomol on gehdo, ond éowic grétan  het,
old in  sorrow, and you to-greet  commanded,
baxd pxt gé geworhton xfter wines d&dum
bade  that you  should-make for  offriend deeds
in bzlstede beorh pone héan,

atr  pyre-place barrow the high,
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micelne ond mZrne,

and  famous,

gr@a[
wigend weordfullost
most-honored

warrior

penden hé burhwelan

BEOWULF

swi hé manna wzxs

as be  of-men was

wide geond eordan,
earth,

widely  throughout

briican moste.

while be city-wealth enjoy might.
Uton ni efstan odre  [side],

Let-us  now  hasten on-second  time,

séon ond sécean searo[gimma] geprec,
to-see  and  to-seek of-curious-gems heap,

wundur under wealle;

ic €ow wisige,

wonder under wall; I you will-guide,
pxt gé genoge néon scéawiad
so-that you  plenty from-near  may-view

béagas ond brad gold.

rings and  broad
Zdre gexfned,
quickly made,

ond ponne geferian
and

tben ca rry

léofne mannan
dear
on Oxs Waldendes
in  of-the
Het
Commanded
hzle hildedior

battle-brave

man

Ruler
0a

then

hero

boldagendra, pat

of-house-owners, that

gold.

when

where  be

gebéodan

to-order

Sie sio bzr gearo,
the

Be bier  ready,

ponne wé ut cymen,

we out come,

fréan userne,
lord

our,

pzr hé longe sceal

long shall

wre gepolian.
keeping remain.’
byre Wihstanes,

son of-Weobstan,

hxleda monegum,
of-heroes

to-many,
hie bzlwudu

they  pyre-wood

232



feorran feredon,
from-afar  should-bring,
godum  togénes:
the-good-one  toward:
(weaxan wonna lég)
grow dark  flame
pone de oft gebad
him who often  endured
ponne strzla storm
when of-arrows  storm
scoc ofer scildweall,
shot over shield-wall,
federgearwum fas
with-feather-gear eager
Haru se snotra
Indeed  the wise
acigde of cordre
summoned  from  troop
syfone (td)somne,
seven together,
éode eahta sum

went  of-eight  one

hilderinc[a];

of-warriors; one
#ledléoman, Sé
fire-light, be

Nas 0da on hlytme,

Not-was  then by lot,

sy0dan orwearde

since unguarded

BEOWULF

folcagende,
folk-owners,

‘Na sceal gleéd fretan
Now shall ~ fire  devour
wigena strengel,
of-warriors ruler,

isernscure,
iron-shower,
strengum geb&ded
by-strings impelled
sceft nytte héold,
shaft duty beld,
flane fulléode’
to-arrow served.
sunu Wihstanes
son of-Weohstan
cyniges pegnas
of-king thanes
pa sélestan,
the best,
under inwithrof

under hostile-roof

sum on handa bzr

in hand bore

de on orde geong.

who in  front went.

who  that  hoard  plundered,

Znigne dzl

any part
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secgas geségon on sele wunian,
men saw in  hall remain,
l#ne  licgan; Iyt Znig mearn,
transitory lie; little any mourned,

3130 pxt hi ofostlic(e) ut geferedon
that  they bastily out carried
dyre madmas; dracan éc scufun,
precious  treasures; dragon  also  shoved,
wyrm ofer weallclif, léton wég niman,
serpent  over wall-cliff; let wave take,

flod fxdmian fretwa  hyrde.

flood embrace of-treasures  guardian.

bi wxs wunden gold on wzn hladen,

Then  was twisted gold on wagon  loaded,
3135 &ghwas unrim, xpeling boren,

of-each countless, prince borne,

hir hilde[rinc] to Hronesnzsse.

gray warrior to Hronesness.

XLIII - THE FUNERAL

The Geats hang a pyre with belmets, shields, and mail-coats, lay Beowulf on it,
and kindle it amid weeping; an old woman sings of the ruin she fears. In ten
days they raise a bigh barrow on the headland and bury the treasure with him, as
useless as it was before. Twelve warriors ride around it, calling bim of all kings
the mildest and kindest to bis people, and the most eager for fame.

Him 0a gegiredan Geéata leode

For-him  then prepared of-Geats  people
ad on eordan unwiclicne,
pyre  on earth not-mean,
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helm[um] behongen, hildebordum,

with-helmets hung, with-war-shields,

beorhtum byrnum, swi hé béna wzs; 3140
with-bright mail-coats, as  he  petitioner  was;

alegdon 02 tomiddes m&rne péoden

laid then  in-the-midst famous prince

hzled hiofende, hlaford léofne.

heroes lamenting, lord dear.

Ongunnon pa on beorge bzlfjra mast

Began then on hill of-pyrefires  greatest

wigend weccan; wud(u)réc astah

warriors to-kindle; wood-smoke rose

sweart ofer swiodole, swogende lég 3145
black over fire, roaring flame

wope bewunden — windblond geleg—,

with-weeping mingled wind-surge subsided,

00 pxt hé 0a banhus gebrocen hefde

until that it  the bone-house broken bad

hat on hredre. Higum unrote

hot  at beart. In-minds sad

modceare m#Zndon, mondryhtnes cw(e)alm;

beart-care lamented, of-liege-lord death;

swylce giomorgyd (s)io g(ed)meowle 3150
likewise sad-song the old-woman

(zfter Biowulfe b)undenheorde

for Beowulf

(song) sorgcearig,

bound-haired

s&de geneahhe,

sang sorrow-anxious, said repeatedly,
pxt hio hyre (hearmda)gas hearde (ondré)de,
that  she  for-herself grief-days bard feared,
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welfylla worn, (wigen)des egesan,

of-slaughter-falls  multitude, of-warrior terror,

hy[n]do (ond) h(zftny)d. Heofon réce swe(a)lg.

bumiliation ~ and captivity. Heaven  smoke  swallowed.

Geworhton &2 Wedra léode

Made then of Weders  people
hl(Zw) on [h]lide, s€ wzs héah ond brad,
mound on slope, that  was high  and  broad,

(w®)glidendum wide g(e)syne,

to-wave-farers widely visible,

ond betimbredon on tyn dagum

and built in  ten days
beadurofes bécn, bronda lafe
of-battle-brave-one  monument, of-fires  leavings
wealle beworhton, swa hyt weordlicost
with-wall ~ surrounded, as it most-worthily
foresnotre men findan mihton.

very-wise men devise could.

Hi on beorg dydon bég ond sigluy,

They in  barrow put rings and  jewels,

eall swylce hyrsta, swylce on horde r

all such ornaments, as from  hoard  before
nidhédige men genumen hefdon;
bostile-minded ~— men taken bad;

forleton eorla  gestréon eordan healdan,
left of-warriors  treasure earth to-hold,

gold on gréote, pxr hit na gen lifad

gold in dust, where it  now still  lives
eldum swa unnyt, swa hi(t ®ro)r ws.
to-men as useless, as it before was.
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Pa  ymbe hl&w riodan hildedéore,

Then around — mound rode battle-brave,

xpelinga bearn, ealra twelfe, 3170
of princes soms, ofall  twelve,

woldon (care) cwidan, [ond] kyning m&nan,

wished sorrow lament, and king mourn,

wordgyd wrecan, ond ymb wi(er) sprecan;

word-song utter, and  about  man speak;

eahtodan eorlscipe ond his ellenweorc

praised beroism and  his  courage-work

dugudum démdon, — swa hic gedé(fe) bid,

with-might Jjudged, as it fitting is,

pxt mon his winedryhten wordum herge, 3175
that  one  bis friend-lord with-words  praise,

ferhdum fréoge, ponne hé ford scile

in-hearts love, when be  forth  must

of lichaman (Izded) weordan.

from body led become.

Swi begnornodon Geéata leode

So lamented of-Geats  people

hlafordes (hry)re, heordgenéatas;

of-lord fall, bearth-companions;

cwdon pxt hé wre wyruldcyning(a] 3180
said that  he  was of-world-kings

manna mildust ond mon(dw)Zrust,

of-men mildest and kindest,

leodum lidost ond lofgeornost.

to-people gentlest and  most-eager-for-fame.
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THE FIGHT AT FINNSBURG

The fragment begins in the middle of a speech. A young king, Hnaef, wakes bis
men: the light they see is not dawn, nor a dragon, nor the ball’s gables burning, but
the gleam of weapons as enemies approach. His warriors take the doors. Guthere
tries to hold Garulf back, bur Garulf calls out to ask who holds the door, and
Sigeferth names bimself and dares him on; Garulf is the first to fall. Sixty warriors
fight so well that five days pass without one of them falling, until a wounded man
withdraws and the lord asks bow the others are faring; there the fragment breaks off.

x* % (hor)nas byrnad nzfre’
(lacuna)  gables burn  never’
Hléoprode 92 heapogeong cyning:
Called-out then battle-young king:

‘Né 0dis ne dagad éastan, né hér draca ne fleoged,

Nor this —  dawns  from-east, nor here  dragon — flies,

né hér disse healle hornas ne byrnad;

nor here  of-this ball gables — burn;

ac heér forp berad, fugelas singad, 5
but  here  forth  they-bear, birds sing,

gylled gr@ghama,
yells gray-coat,
scyld scefte oncwyd.
chield  to-shaft

answers.

wadol under wolcnum;

wandering  under clouds;

o
which

disne folces nid

this  of-people  hostility
Ac onwacnigead nua,
But

awake now,

war-wood

guadwudu hlynned,

resounds,
Na scyned pes mona

Now  shines this

moon
ni arisad weéadzda,

now  arise woe-deeds,

fremman willad.

perform wish.
wigend mine, 10
warriors my,
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habbad éowre linda, hicgeap on ellen,
take your  linden-shields, think of  courage,
pindad on orde, wesad onmode!”
rage [7] in  front, be resolute!”
Da arias manig goldhladen degn, gyrde hine his swurde;
Then rose  many gold-laden thane, girt bim  with-his  sword;
01 t0 dura éodon drihtlice cempan,
then  to  door went lordly champions,
Sigeferd and Eaha, hyra sword getugon,
Sigeferth and  Eaba, their  sword drew,
and xt oprum durum Ordlaf and Guplaf,
and  at other door Ordlaf  and ~ Guiblaf,
and Hengest sylf, hwearf him on laste.
and Hengest  himself, turned  him  on  (their)-track.
ba gyt Garulf[e] Gudere styrde,
Then  still Garulf Guthere  restrained,
Ozt hé swa freolic feorh forman sipe
that  he  so noble life on-first  time
to Ozre healle durum hyrsta ne bzre,
to  ofthe ball door armor  not  should-bear
nd hyt nipa heard anyman wolde;
now it of-hostilities hard-one take-away  wished;
ac hé fragn ofer eal undearninga,
but  he  asked  over  all openly,
déormod  helep, hwa i duru héolde.
bold-hearted bero, who  the  door beld.
‘Sigeferp is min nama (cwep he), ic eom Secgena léod,
Sigeferth is  my name said be, I  am of-Secgan  prince,
wreccea wide cid; fxla ic weana gebad,
adventurer  widely  known; many I of-woes  endured,

242



THE FIGHT AT FINNSBURG

heordra hilda; 0¢ is gyt hér witod,

of-hard battles; for-thee is  still  here  appointed,
swaper 0u sylf 0 meé sécean wylle!
whichever  thou  thyself from  me seek wilt.!
Da wzs on healle welslihta  gehlyn,
Then was in bl of slaughter-blows  din,
sceolde cellod bord cénum on handa,
had-to hollow [?]  shield for-bold-men  in hand,
banhelm berstan, buruhdelu dynede, — 30
bone-belmet  burst, stronghold-floor  resounded,

00 =zt OFre gude Garulf gecrang

until at  the battle Garulf fell
ealra ®rest eordbiendra,
of-all first of-earth-dwellers,

Gudlafes sunu, ymbe hyne godra fxla,

ofGuthlaf son, around ~ him  of-good-men  many,

hwearflicra hrzw. Hrazfen wandrode

of-active-ones [ corpses. Raven wandered

sweart and sealobrin. Swurdléoma stod, 35
black and  dark-brown. Sword-light stood,

swylce eal Finnsburuh fyrenu wzre.

as-if all Finnsburg afire were.

Ne gefregn ic nZfre wurplicor zt wera hilde

Not  heard-of I ever  more-worthily atr  of-men  bartle

sixtig  sigebeorna sél  geb&ran,

sixty of~victory-warriors better  bear-themselves,

né néfre swianas hwitne medo sél forgyldan,

nor  ever youths white mead better repay,

donne Hnzfe guldan his hagstealdas. 40
than to-Hnaef paid his  young-warriors.
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Hig fuhton fif dagas, swa hyra nan ne feol,
They fought  five  days, so-that  of-them none —  fell,

drihtgesida, ac hig 02 duru héoldon.

of-retainers, but  they the  door beld.

ba gewat him wund hzled on wxg gangan,
Then — went  himself wounded  bero on  way going,
s&de pxt his byrne abrocen wzre,

said that  his  mail-coat broken were,

heresceorp unhror, and €ac was his helm Oyr[e]l
war-dress useless, and also  was  his  helmet  pierced.

ba hine sona fragn folces hyrde,

Then  him  at-once  asked of-people  guardian,
ha 6a wigend hyra wunda gen®son,
bow the  warriors  their wounds survived,

008e hwaper d%ra hyssa ***

or which of-the  young-men  (lacuna)
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